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Royal Portbury Dock Branch Line Although the booked monthly HST test train working for 13th June,
having been brought forward a week from 20th June, was cancelled due to a brake problem with the set on
the outward run from Derby RTC during the previous day, 'booked' freight traffic returned to the line initially
starting with driver route refresher runs from Westbury. 66188 became the first visitor on 3rd June, with 0290
08.15 outward and 0292 13.12 return runs, an 0291 09.40 move between the Auto-Terminal to Parsons
Street station and back to the Auto-terminal not usually being used. Further runs were with 66025 (4th June)
and 66083 (10th June), with several cancellations including 66136 allocated on 5th June. From 10th June on
wards these workings were amended to 0250 08.23 Westbury-Portbury and 0251 09.40 return to Swindon,
via Severn Tunnel Jct, Newport, Chepstow and Gloucester, the 0252 14.03 return being booked via the same
route, this helping with planned forthcoming Severn Tunnel closure diversion knowledge, 66121 (11th and
12th) and 66053 (13th and 17th) being recorded. The first train of imported steel slab to support production
changes at the Tata Works, Port Talbot was formed with 21 BYA coil wagon conversions and ran 6250 09.20
Margam-Portbury Auto-terminal (13.13) empty being recorded Ashton Junction at 11.51, 65 minutes early a
booked Pilning loop stop having not been taken. There were problems however with the 6251 16.57 return,
although loaded to less than 2,000 tonnes departure issues over the incline away from the port were
encountered. With the train ready before 16.00, several attempts the last being at 19.05 which saw the train
roll back into the port at 19.15 with possibly a loco problem although track-side vegetation close to the Port/NR
boundary (near the Portishead branch alignment) may have also affected the move. With the working
cancelled, the following days driver trainer 66121 was used to assist 66134 forward as a 11.20 departure
which passed Parsons Street at 11.52. The rest of the week saw double-heading with; 66007+66053 (19th),
66119+66129 (20th) and 66003+66131 (21st), with a re-timed 10.22 departure from Margam and 17.59
booked return. During the following week, a re-geared loco 66651 took charge being reported on 24th-
26th June. This new flow could be short term like the last freight traffic dealt with at the Port, rail moved Port
Talbot produced steel slab for export to Holland back in early 2022.

Bristol Temple Meads On 31st May 61306 Mayflower + Mk1 35479 5253 10.10 Coton Hill-Bishops
Lydeard at 14.02. On 1st June D1015/50007 1250 06.20 Tame Bridge Parkway-Paignton at 10.48
(Stock: 6024 5961 5952 5929 1200 5929 1200 3304 3325 1657 3386 3345 17105)

On 3rd Ex-Avanti West Coast 221116 07.00 Bristol TM-Manchester Piccadilly at 07.00

On 8th Ex-Avanti 221114 12.03 Manchester-Bristol TM at 15.08 then 18.00 Bristol TM-Birmingham New
Street at 18.00. On 13th 43251/43357 1Q18 06.45 Kingsland Road-Derby RTC via Portbury / Newport /
Bristol TM / Swindon / Evesham at 09.43 (Stock: 6262 72631 975091 72612)

Bristol Barton Hill On 3rd June the following Mk4 stock was seen on depot: 12526 11316 10305 12308

Bristol East Depot On 30th May 57313/57601 5225 09.15 Carnforth-Bristol East Depot at 16.26
(Stock: 3275 3273 1953 3267 3313 3174 3247 325 17167 10729 10734)

Dr Day’s Jct On 6th June 66569 4071 17.35 Wentloog-Southampton at 19.17

On 8th 37218/37407 5M57 Taunton-Derby RTC at 10.48

On 12th 66569 4V53 Maritime-Wentloog at 06.38, 66763/66776 6G71 14.12 Cowbridge Road-Westbury via
Margam at 19.02

On 17th 66134 6250 09.20 Margam-Portbury at 11.35, 166213 5Q81 09.55 Doncaster Wabtec-St Phillips
Marsh at 15.04, 60029 6223 14.11 Wembley Yard-Tytherington at 18.21

On 19th 66053+66007 6250 09.20 Margam-Portbury at 12.36

On 20th 66119+66129 6250 09.20 Margam-Portbury at 12.48.

On 22nd 66651 6250 Margam-Portbury at 13.53

Stapleton Road On 29th May 66589 6252 Woodborough-East Usk at 14.55

On 26th June 47593+47810/47828 5747 13.53 Goodrington-Crewe at 16.57

(Stock: 17013 3045 3122 80044 3100 3148 3125 1863 3107 3140 3426 35465) (47593 and 47810 from
Goodrington with 47828 attaching at Taunton).



Filton On 27th May 56090/66850 6C25 20.18 Westbury-Westbury via Craven Arms at 07.13, 66558/66543
6A02 05.20 Cardiff Queen Street-Westbury at 09.03, 66505 4057 13.29 Wentloog-Maritime via Salisbury
at 14.17, 68004 “Rapid™+88007 “Electra” 6M67 14.08 Bridgwater-Crewe at 15.16

On 8th 66571 4051 10.40 Wentloog-Maritime via Salisbury at 12.30

On 11th 66620 6C79 09.58 Avonmouth-Whatley at 10.15

On 12th 66569 4057 13.29 Wentloog-Maritime via Salisbury at 14.17

On 15th 66587 6Y42 Westerleigh Jn-Hinksey at 16.15

On 16th 59003 6C21 09.05 Westerleigh Jct-Westbury at 09.39, 66850 6C23 12.00 Westerleigh Jct-
Westbury at 10.30, 66502 6Y97 07.06 Long Dyke Jct-Westbury via Margam at 11.22, 66616/66618 6A01
08.25 Cardiff Queen Street-Westbury via Margam at 12.14

On 18th 66121+66134 6251 Portbury-Margam at 12.10. On 26th 66590 4057 Wentloog-Maritime at 14.19,
66503 6C52 West Drayton Frays Sidings-East Usk at 14.25.

Pilning On 30th May 61306 “Mayflower’/ 47828 1Z49 05.47 High Wycombe-Shrewsbury at 09.49

(Stock: 35479 3344 3140 3107 1863 3125 3148 3100 80044 3122 3045 17013)

On 31st 57313/57601 1226 11.50 Bristol TM-Swansea at 12.04 then 1227 14.13 Swansea-Bristol TM via
Gloucester then 1228 17.44 Bristol TM-Cardiff Central at 18.04 then 5228 19.13 Cardiff Central-Carnforth.

Bristol Parkway On 27th May 66047 6C03 09.55 Northolt Sidings-Severnside at 13.59

On 30th 66503 4L36 08.12 Wentloog-Felixstowe at 09.16

On 31st 66182 6C03 09.55 Northolt Sidings-Severnside at 14.10

On 1st 40013/47810 1227 05.10 Crewe-Kingswear at 08.40

(Stock: 35451 3344 3140 3107 1863 3125 3148 3100 80044 3122 3045 17013)

On 4th 20189, 20142, 50033 and 46045 0220 09.10 Kidderminster-Bishops Lydeard at 12.22 returning to
Kidderminster on 9th seen passing at 18.16

On 10th 60028 6252 06.43 Tytherington-Quainton Railhead at 07.48

On 17th 60055 6252 06.43 Tytherington-Quainton Railhead at 08.26

On 20th 60055 6252 06:43 Tytherington-Quainton Railhead at 07.45

Westerleigh Jct On 29th May 66598 4L.36 Wentloog-Felixstowe at 09.25

On 8th June 60055 6251 03.54 Willesden-Tytherington at 07.20 then 6252 to Willesden at 12.42
On 10th 66524 4V50 04.33 Maritime-Wentloog at 06.54

On 12th 66010+66136 6B41 11.45 Westerleigh-Robeston at 11.25

On 17th 66502 4L.36 08.12 Wentloog-Felixstowe at 09.29

On 20th 66420 4057 13.29 Wentloog-Maritime at 14.16

Brentry On 29th May 66768 6V41 Penyffordd-Avonmouth at 01.14, 66618 6C79 Avonmouth-Whatley at
09.57 then 6B51 to Avonmouth at 19.40, 66707 6V84 Clitheroe-Avonmouth at 16.18

On 31st 66606 6C79 Avonmouth-Whatley at 10.02

On 3rd 66620 6C79 Avonmouth-Whatley at 10.03, 66734 6284 Clitheroe-Avonmouth at 17.05

On 5th 66734 6V84 Clitheroe-Avonmouth at 16.09

On 6th 66587 6C81 Stoke Gifford-Avonmouth at 09.57, 66606 6C79 Avonmouth-Whatley 10.45,
66587 6A83 Avonmouth-West Drayton at 15.05

On 19th 66752 6M42 Avonmouth-Penyffordd at 09.00, 66415 6C81 Stoke Gifford Yard-Avonmouth at
09.59

On 20th 59001 6C68 Avonmouth-Westbury at 12.02, 66416 6A83 Avonmouth-West Drayton at 14.31
On 21st 66078 6C03 Northolt-Severnside at 14.16

On 24th 66107 6C03 Northolt-Severnside at 14.10

Bath Spa On 12th June 67021 1V80 09.49 London Victoria-Bath at 13.04 (Stock: 99545 99532 99537
99534 99530 99531 99539 99546 99536 9502) then worked 1092 15.56 Bath-Victoria at 15.56
On 15th 66565 6Y41 15.31 Westerleigh Jct-Hinksey Yard at 16.04

Swindon On 3rd June 69008 5Q88 05.00 Eastleigh T&RSMD-Long Marston at 07.19 (Stock: 701058)
On 19th 66620 6A16 07.44 Whatley-Oxford Banbury Road at 09.25

On 20th 66653 (ex 66194) 6V15 20.21 Boston Sleaford Sidings-Swindon Stores at 06.33 then 6M53 to
Toton at 16.21.



Trowbridge On 15th June 59003 6C21 08.29 Westbury-Gloucester via East Usk Yard at 08.34, 66846
6C22 11.23 Westbury-Gloucester via East Usk Yard at 11.29, 66571 4051 10.40 Wentloog-Maritime via
Salisbury at 13.15, 66850 6C23 13.21 Westbury-Gloucester via East Usk Yard at 14.07, 66558 6A03 14.46
Cardiff Queen Street-Westbury via Margam at 20.23

Westbury On 27th May 66792/66850 6041 10.14 Westbury-Eastleigh Yard, 59003+66846 6C20 10.03
West Drayton-Westbury at 11.12. On 2nd June 66846 6C20 08:02 Hanwell Signal 229-Westbury at 10.47
On 3rd 59003+70816 6M50 07.13 Westbury-Bescot, 59201 6068 09.11 Westbury Lafarge-Crawley, 66620
6C79 09.48 Avonmouth-Whatley at 11.28, 59005 6C31 10.14 Theale-Whatley at 11.47, 59102 6C28 12.48
Exeter Riverside-Westbury Lafarge at 14.27, 66618 6V62 13.21 Southampton Up Yard-Westbury Lafarge
at 14.56, 59001 6C48 12.49 Appleford-Whatley at 15.37, 66606 6V60 14.43 Wembley-Whatley at 17.49,
66592 6V26 15.37 Woking Down Yard-Whatley at 18.00, 66414 7V50 14.21 Wembley-Merehead at 18.14,
66794 6G73 21.26 Westbury-Westbury via Plymouth.

On 8th 66533/66587 6A02 04.48 Westbury-Cardiff Queen Street via Margam at 03.50, 66616/66560 6A03
06.51 Westbury-Cardiff Queen Street via Margam.

On 10th 66053 6W97 04.15 Kennington Jct-Westbury at 06.41

On 11th 60055 6261 16.50 Merehead-Willesden at 17.15

On 12th 66846 6M40 11.34 Westbury-Stud Farm, 60055 6261 16.50 Merehead-Willesden at 17.31

On 16th Driver of 159012 08.27 Salisbury-Yeovil Jct reported a tree blocking the Up line in the Sherborne
area. As a result, all Up SWR services from Exeter were diverted via Westbury and Yeovil Pen Mill.

On 18th 66507 4057 13.29 Wentloog-Maritime via Salisbury at 15.22, 66571 4071 14.42 Barry Docks-
Maritime via Salisbury at 19.18.

Fairwood Jct On 26th May 66850 6C24 08.55 Frome North Jct-Westbury at 08.38

On 31st 59205 6T02 05.46 Merehead-Westbury Lafarge at 07.17, 66616+66567 6A50 10.26 Whatley-
Hanwell Bridge Loops at 10.54, 59206 6V31 09.06 Wembley Yard-Merehead at 12.37, 59103 6A70 14.08
Whatley-Dawley Loop at 15.36, 60029 6261 16.42 Merehead-Willesden at 17.06

On 3rd June 59004+66539 7A40 08.40 Merehead-Hanwell Bridge Loops at 09.29

On 4th 59001 6C28 12.48 Exeter Riverside-Westbury Lafarge at 14.19

On 20th 66510 6A18 09.18 Whatley-Oxford Banbury Road at 09.29

On 25th 59104 upfront and 59005 ‘mid-train’ 6V70 16.31 Wembley-Merehead at 20.47

Bridgwater On 12th June 68033+68003 6V74 02.00 Crewe-Bridgwater at 06.15
On 19th 68034+68003 6V74 02.00 Crewe-Bridgwater at 06.45

Castle Cary Additional services for the Glastonbury Festival 2024. On 26th June 802108 1273 08.38
Paddington-Castle Cary at 10.42, then 5273 10.49 Castle Cary-Stoke Gifford at 10.49. On 28th 800320
1Z73 08.38 Paddington-Castle Cary at 10.41, then 5273 10.49 Castle Cary-Stoke Gifford at 10.49.

Taunton On 31st May 43013/43062 1Q18 05.43 Reading Triangle Sidings-Paignton via Penzance at 07.53
(Stock: 975984 977994 977993 975814 977984), then 1218 15.39 Paignton-Taunton via Bristol East Depot
at 18.27 then 1Q19 18.27 Taunton-Paddington at 18.37

On 31st 43055/43047 1223 06.08 Carlisle-Paignton at 12.25 (Stock: 41149 41108 40802 41176 41059
41183 40801 41169 44081), 800317 21.45 Penzance-Paddington at 01.40 (Owing to failure of 57605 at
Long Rock Depot). On 3rd 59102 6C28 Exeter-Westbury at 13.07

On 7th 43155/43154 5225 09.58 Laira T.& R.S.M.D.-Bishops Lydeard at 13.19 for the diesel gala.

On 15th 47810 1260 07.29 Slough-Kingswear at 10.15 (Service started from Slough vice Paddington due
to failure of 47828) (Stock: 35465 3330 3140 3107 1863 3125 3148 3100 80044 3122 3045 17013)

The Severn Tunnel will be closed to rail traffic from 3rd-18th July, and 27th/28th July, to allow track
replacement work. Some services will start/terminate at Bristol, while trains from Paddington to Swansea,
Carmarthen and Pembroke Dock will be diverted via Gloucester. There will be a very limited road replacement
service between Bristol Parkway and Severn Tunnel Junction.

Dartmoor Line A new £15 million station named Oakhampton Interchange is to be built on the edge of
Oakhampton, close to the A30, to improve rail access for North Cornwall and West Devon.

Naming’s On 2 May GWR IET 8000024 was named HRH The Princess Royal at Paddington Station.
On 14 June Freightliner's 59201 was named Westbury PSB 1984-2024 at Cranmore Station.



Bristol Area Railtours and Visiting Excursions (Provided in good faith, but not guaranteed accurate!)

Date Tour Destination | Haulage | Pick-up | Fare | Operator

Fri 5 Jul Northern Belle Windsor 57X2 | BTH07.15 | £440 | WCRC

Sat 6 Jul Northern Belle Circular 57/2 BTH 12.50 | Full WCRC
Sat 27 Jul | Diamond Jubilee York 45118 | TM 07.00 | £110 LSL
Sun 28 Jul Royal Duchy Par Steam | TM 08.50 | £144 RYTC
Sun 3 Aug | Riviera Express | Kingswear | Steam | TM 09.45 | £165 | Saphos
Tue 2 July | Exmoor Pullman Chesterfield-TM 10.06/18.04-Taunton-Minehead HST LSL
Fri 5 Jul Saltburn Excursion | Saltburn-York-Crewe-Parkway-Bath 17.26 57X2 | WCRC
Sat 6 Jul | Westbury Wizzo Leicester-Reading-Newbury-Westbury-Cranmore | D1015 UK
Mon 8 Jul | Saltburn Excursion | Bath 09.58-Reading-Ascot-Lincoln-York-Saltburn 57X2 | WCRC
Tue 16 Jul | Torbay Pullman Holyhead-Crewe-TM 11.20/20.13-Exeter-Paignton | HST LSL
Thu 25 Jul | Exeter Excursion Padd-Swindon-TM 11.04-Exeter-TM 20.13-Padd | Steam | STDR

Dates for your Diary

Thursday 4 July Observation Day at Nuneaton Station

Saturday 20 July Midsomer Norton 150 Gala. Loco hauled & DMU trains from 10.00am
Free Wickham Trolly rides in the yard. Evening Pasty & Pint of Real Ale DMU rides.

Saturday 20 July West Somerset Railway 150 Event with Furness Railway 0-4-0 No 20.

27-28 July West Somerset Railway Grange, Manor, Hall Weekend. Locos booked to work

GWR No 6880 Betton Grange, BR(W) No 6959 Witherstack Hall, GWR No 7812 Earistoke Manor &
BR(W) No 7828 Odney Manor. Full details on the WSR Website.

Friday 6 Sep ‘End of Steam on British Railways 1966-67° presented by Michael Smyth




