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Friday 8 Nov ‘That Was The Year That Was 1965’, a welcome return by Geoff Plumb. 
 
 
Portbury Dock Branch line The now regular week-daily empty steel slab service on 16th October, having 
passed Lawrence Hill at 12.48 did not reach its destination until close to 17.00, around 3 hours late. Two 
locations along the branch at Clifton No.2 tunnel and near Pill tunnel (on the Ham Green side) saw fallen 
trees and vegetation block the line following wind and heavy rainfall, the former site in the gorge, being a 
designated area of Scientific Interest. Although a planned return light-loco move was booked, this was 
cancelled with the train and loco 66654 returning on 17th in the usual loaded 16.50 departure path to Margam 
having remained at Portbury overnight, the inward early afternoon empties for the day having already been 
cancelled. 
 
Bristol Temple Meads On 30th September 43049/43122 5Z43 09.50 Laira TMD-Kidderminster at 12.28 
On 2nd October 37219 3Q87 19.49 Derby RTC-Bristol Kingsland Road at 04.24  
(Stock: 96604 99666 72630 62384 9714) 
On 3rd 37219 3Q62 21.11 Exeter Riverside-Derby RTC at 23.15  
On 10th 68034+68007 6V74 03.22 Crewe-Bridgwater at 06.43, 61306 Mayflower 5Z61 09.57 Bishops 
Lydeard-Crewe at 11.09 (Stock: 35479) 
On 15th 68017+68033 6V74 02.00 Crewe-Bridgwater at 05.41 returning on 6M63 at 13.03, 70806 0Z06 
06.30 Westbury-St Philips Marsh at 07.30, 57010 5Z42 06.30 Carnforth WCR-Totnes at 12.33  
(Stock: 4973 4994 4960 4905), 66654 6Z50 09.20 Margam-Portbury at 12.48 returning on 6Z51 at 17.35 
On 20th 44871/47812 1Z42 08.20 Bristol TM-Pembroke Dock. 
On 21st 66952 6Z50 09.20 Margam-Portbury at 12.31 then 6Z51 to Margam at 17.35 
 
Dr Day’s Jct On 30th September 66569/66596 6A01 14.19 Westbury-Radyr at 15.16 
On 6th October 66418 6X44 08.00 Gloucester Yard Jct-Westbury Down at 07.48 
On 8th 66537 6C52 10.04 West Drayton-East Usk at 13.54 
On 11th 66090 6Z50 09.20 Margam-Portbury at 12.35, 70007 4O57 13.29 Wentloog-Maritime at 14.35, 
66244 6V73 15.07 Cliffe Vale-Exeter Riverside at 20.40 
On 16th 66614 6C79 09.58 Avonmouth-Whatley at 10.34 
On 19th 66553 6Y40 16.58 Leckwith North Jct-Westbury 18.30, 66560 6Y41 17.26 Leckwith North Jct-
Westbury at 19.30, 59003 6C22 18.53 Westbury-Bridgend at 20.00 
 
Ashley Down Bristol's second new railway station (following the opening of Portway Park & Ride on the 
Severn Beach line in August last year this being the first in the City area boundary since Parson's Street in 
1897) at Ashley Down on the Filton Bank relief lines on 27th September. 166213 working 10.05 Temple 
Meads-Filton Abbey Wood service was the first to call conveying invited guests and officials to the ribbon 
cutting event undertaken by Dan Norris (West of England Mayor and Bristol North-East & Hanham MP), 
Darren Jones (Bristol North-West MP) and Lord Mayor of Bristol Andrew Varney in the presence of local 
school children. Along with this service which had arrived at 10.15, two other trains were specially arranged 
to call these being used to return guests back to Temple Meads following the ceremony these being 166213 
(again) with 10.51 Filton Abbey Wood-Temple Meads return (the first down train to use platform 2) from 
10.53-10.55 and 165135 with 11.51 Filton Abbey Wood-Temple Meads arriving at 11.53 and departing at 
11.56. The new station, built on the site of the one-time four platform Ashley Hill Station site (closed in 
November 1964) will start with only an hourly service into the City, eventually linking into the North Bristol 
line Filton North and Henbury services ('Metro West 2') once completed and open in a few years' time. On 
the following public opening day, Saturday 28th September, 165135 worked a well crowded first train which 
was 07.25 Bristol Temple Meads-Filton Abbey Wood at 07.37 and return 07.53 Filton Abbey Wood-Bristol 
Temple Meads at 07.58, 166213 later following working the second service 08.03 Bristol Temple Meads-
Filton at 08.03 returning on Filton Abbey Wood-Bristol Temple Meads 08.51 
 



Filton On 29th September 66791 6C97 07.35 Pencoed-Westbury at 11.16, 66731/66303 6G72 10.54 
Gloucester Yard Jct-Hinksey Yard at 13.26 
On 1st October 60046 6Z52 06.46 Tytherington-Quainton at 07.34, 66162 6Z50 09.20 Margam-Portbury at 
12.33.  On 3rd 66624 6C79 09.58 Avonmouth-Whatley at 10.55 
On 9th 70016 4O57 13.29 Wentloog-Maritime at 14.14 
On 10th 70016 4O57 13.29 Wentloog-Maritime at 14.16 
On 17th 950001 2Q08 11.40 Bristol Kingsland Road-Cardiff Taff Vale Sidings at 11.54 
 
Brentry On 7th October 66778 6M42 09.20 Avonmouth-Penyffordd at 09.05, 66610 6C79 09.58 
Avonmouth-Westbury at 10.08, 66618 6A77 11.30 Avonmouth-Theale at 11.45, 66175 6C03 09.55 
Northolt-Severnside at 14.17.  On 9th 66778 6M42 09.20 Avonmouth-Penyffordd at 09.25, 66610 6C79 
09.58 Avonmouth-Whatley at 10.05.  On 11th 66601 6C79 09.58 Avonmouth-Whatley at 09.36 
On 13th 66735 6V41 14.14 Penyffordd-Avonmouth at 20.39 
On 14th 66735 6M42 09.20 Avonmouth-Penyffordd at 09.15, 66047 6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside at 
14.05, 66765 6V84 07.46 Clitheroe-Avonmouth at 16.20 
On 16th 66765 6V84 07.46 Clitheroe-Avonmouth at 16.17 
On 17th 66614 6C79 09.58 Avonmouth-Whatley at 09.51, 66075 6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside at 14.27 
On 21st 66777 6V41 14.14 Penyffordd-Avonmouth at 00.05, 66585 6C11 05.33 East Usk Yard-Avonmouth 
at 06.37, 66053 6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside at 14.09, 66723 6V84 07.46 Clitheroe-Avonmouth 15.32 
 
Patchway On 29th September 66618 6C11 05.33 East Usk Yard-Avonmouth at 06.26, 66791 6C97 07.35 
Pencoed-Westbury at 11.45. On 2nd October 66550 6V47 05.06 Lawley Street-East Usk Yard at 06.55, 
66097 6Z50 09.20 Margam-Portbury at 12.29.  
On 8th October 66563 4V47 02.41 Tilbury-Barry Docks at 07.36 
On 17th 70811+56078 0Z55 Baglan Bay-Westbury at 11.10, 66791/66846 3S59 Hereford-Swindon at 
11.24, 66563 4L33 Wentloog-London Gateway at 11.31. 
 
Pilning On 30th September 66654 6Z50 09.20 Margam-Portbury at 12.24 
On 3rd October 70008 4V53 03.27 Maritime-Wentloog at 06.42 
On 7th 70016 4V51 03.13 Maritime-Wentloog at 06.03, 66654 6Z50 09.20 Margam-Portbury at 12.24 
On 8th 66188 6Z50 09.20 Margam-Portbury at 12.24 
On 9th 70016 4V51 03.13 Maritime-Wentloog at 06.06, 66103 6Z50 09.20 Margam-Portbury at 12.19 
On 10th 70016 4V51 03.13 Maritime-Wentloog at 05.57 
On 11th 66616 6A27 08.37 East Usk-Quainton at 09.59 
On 13th 66618 6Y43 08.12 Leckwith North Jct-Hinksey Yard at 09.55 
On 21st 66525 4V50 04.33 Maritime-Barry Docks at 07.21, 66652 6Z50 09.20 Margam-Portbury at 12.04 
 
Stoke Gifford Yard On 1st October 66618 6C81 09.55 Stoke Gifford-Avonmouth. 
On 2nd 66618 6Z20 06.40 Stoke Gifford-Tytherington. 
 
Bristol Parkway On 29th September 60046 6Z52 06.46 Tytherington-Quainton at 07.33 
On 30th 166220 5Q81 09.59 Doncaster Wabtec-Bristol St Phillips Marsh at 14.51, 70816 6C98 18.18 
Westbury-Moreton Cutting at 20.08 
On 1st October 66796 4V13 09.33 Tonbridge Yard-Avonmouth at 14.34 
On 2nd 60046 6Z52 06.46 Tytherington-Quainton at 07.41 
On 3rd 60028 6Z23 13.18 Wembley-Tytherington at 18.10 
On 7th 66563 4V50 04.24 Maritime-Barry Docks at 10.26, 66543 4V51 03.27 Maritime-Wentloog at 10.55, 
66727 6V84 07.46 Clitheroe-Avonmouth at 16.05 
On 8th 66620 6Z20 08.39 East Usk-Tytherington at 09.29, 66079 6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside at 13.56 
On 9th 66620 6Z20 08.45 Stoke Gifford-Tytherington at 08.48, 60046 6Z52 08.43 Tytherington-Quainton at 
10.03, 66543 4L33 10.00 Wentloog-London Gateway at 11.29, 66622 6B30 08.59 Theale-East Usk Yard at 
11.30, 66079 6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside at 13.40, 66620 6Z22 11.20 Tytherington-Appleford at 13.51 
On 10th 60046 6Z52 08.43 Tytherington-Quainton at 10.19, 66620 6Z22 12.05 Tytherington-Appleford at 
13.32, 60028 6Z23 14.11 Wembley-Tytherington at 18.36.  
On 11th 66073 6V32 10.22 Tilbury-Trostre Works at 15.54 
On 12th 66703/66720 6G70 10.12 Hinksey Yard-Bridgend at 12.14 
On 13th 66516 6Y45 10.30 Gloucester Yard Jct-Westbury at 08.59, 66703 6G70 08.33 Leckwith North Jct-
Hinksey Yard at 10.23, 70816/59003 6C20 12.00 Gloucester Yard Jct-Westbury at 10.52, 70817 6C21 
11.25 Gloucester Yard Jct-Westbury at 12.32, 66772 6G71 12.26 Leckwith North Jct-Hinksey Yard at 
13.31, 66148 6E30 15.30 Margam-Hartlepool BSC via Swindon at 20.28 



Westerleigh Jct On 1st October 66566 6Z22 10.05 Tytherington-Appleford at 10.48 
On 2nd 66518 4V50 04.24 Maritime-Barry Docks at 07.00 
On 3rd 66654 6B24 04.58 Cardiff Tidal-Swindon Cocklebury at 06.46, 66207/66005 6B41 11.45 
Westerleigh-Robeston at 10.46, 66618 6Z22 10.05 Tytherington-Appleford at 10.51 
On 8th 60046 6Z52 08.43 Tytherington-Quainton at 09.20, 66504 4L36 08.12 Wentloog-Felixstowe at 
09.30, 66620 6Z22 11.20 Tytherington-Appleford at 13.51 
 
Yate On 3rd October 60046 6Z52 06.46 Tytherington-Quainton at 07.28 
On 8th 68034+88005 6V74 03.22 Crewe-Bridgwater at 06.47 
On 10th 66078+66055 6B13 05.00 Robeston-Westerleigh at 12.51 
 
Bristol Kingsland Road On 3rd October 43303/43301 1Q23 06.45 Bristol Kingsland Road-Derby RTC via 
Portbury at 09.35 (Stock: 6260 1256 999550 977969) 
 
Bath Spa On 30th September 66558 7Z36 11.08 Merehead-Crewe Basford Hall at 13.49 
On 1st October 66601 6C79 09.58 Avonmouth-Whatley at 10.47 
On 13th 66601 6C22 11.00 Gloucester Yard Jct-Westbury at 09.47 
On 20th 70811 6C20 08.00 Leckwith North Jct-Westbury at 09.28, 66792/70815 6C21 08.30 Leckwith 
North Jct-Westbury at 10.03, 59003 6C22 13.00 Leckwith North Jct-Westbury at 14.31 
 
Chippenham On 1st October 70817 6Z98 12.49 Westbury-Bradwell Up Sidings at 13.31 
 
Swindon On 29th September 66140 6B51 04.48 Llanwern-Swindon Stores at 06.48 
On 30th 66518 4V50 04.33 Maritime-Barry Docks at 06.49 
On 1st October 66140 4Z80 10.30 Alexandra Dock Jct-Didcot Yard at 12.30 
On 2nd 66502 4Z53 04.20 Wembley Yard-Wentloog at 07.02 
On 3rd 66791/66846 3S59 09:11 Hereford-Swindon Transfer via Weston-super-Mare at 14.23, 
67023/67027 3S31 22.01 Swindon Transfer-Cheltenham via Kings Norton at 21.58 
On 9th 47810/47805 1Z61 05.30 Worcester Shrub Hill-Plymouth at 07.33 (Stock: 3330 3140 3107 1863 
3125 3148 3100 80044 3122 3045 17013 9479), 70814 6M40 11.34 Westbury-Stud Farm at 12.26, 59205 
7B12 11.43 Merehead-Wootton Bassett at 14.12. On 10th 66655 6V15 20.21 Boston Sleaford Sidings-
Swindon Stores at 06.35, 66133 6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside at 13.07 
On 11th 66551 6Y41 01.35 Hinksey Yard-Bridgend at 02.21, 66537 6Y42 04.44 Hinksey Yard-Bridgend at 
05.18, 66618 6Y43 04.58 Hinksey Yard-Bridgend at 05.47, 66781 6V70 23.48 Liverpool EMR-Swindon 
EMR at 06.37 
On 12th 60028 6Z24 13.47 Wembley-Bristol East Depot at 16.46, 66748/66772 6G71 17.39 Hinksey Yard-
Bridgend at 19.07, 66585 6Y40 16.34 Leckwith North Jct-Hinksey Yard at 18.19, 66551 6Y41 17.24 
Leckwith North Jct-Hinksey Yard at 19.41. On 20th 66594 6Y46 08.00 Reading-Westbury at 09.43 
On 22nd 59104 6A16 07.44 Whatley-Oxford Banbury Road at 09.24, 66518 4L36 08.12 Wentloog-
Felixstowe at 10.01, 66165/66200 3J43 02.53 Didcot Fuelling Point-Didcot Fuelling Point at 10.25, 66053 
6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside at 13.19, 66791/66846 3S59 05.57 Moreton-On-Lugg-Swindon Transfer 
Yard at 14.30, 59101 6C48 12.49 Appleford-Whatley at 14.44, 66097 6V32 Tilbury-Trostre at 14.52 
 
Bradford Jct On 21st October 66551 6A70 14.08 Whatley-Stoke Gifford at 14.44 
 
Fairwood Jct On 29th September 70816 6C02 08.30 Castle Cary-Eastleigh Yard at 09.09,  
66750/66703 6G98 08.20 Newton Abbot-Westbury at 09.52 
On 30th 59206 7V98 03.26 Eastleigh Aggregates-Merehead at 04.41 
On 1st October 66416/66524 6Y87 04.33 Honiton-Westbury at 06.22, 59205 6T02 05.46 Merehead-
Westbury Lafarge at 06.28 
On 2nd 59104 7V97 02.57 Eastleigh Aggregates-Merehead at 05.36, 59102 6T02 05.46 Merehead-
Westbury Lafarge at 06.11, 66614 6O98 06.06 Whatley-Allington at 07.05 
On 3rd 59101 6V20 06.13 Wembley-Merehead at 09.20 
On 8th 59205 6T02 05.46 Merehead-Westbury Lafarge at 06.23, 59102 6V97 04.27 Eastleigh Aggregates-
Merehead at 06.54. On 9th 66610 6C79 09.58 Avonmouth-Whatley at 11.30 
On 11th 66590 6T60 05.46 Westbury Yard-Whatley at 05.04, 66589 6B25 22.40 West Drayton-Whatley at 
06.05, 59102 6T02 05.46 Merehead-Westbury Lafarge at 06.25, 59204 7V98 04.55 Eastleigh Aggregates-
Merehead at 06.51, 66418 6V20 06.13 Wembley-Merehead at 07.54,  
59205+59201 6Z80 08.00 Colnbrook-Merehead at 14.37 
On 21st 59104 6A16 07.44 Whatley-Oxford Banbury Road at 07.58 



Westbury On 30th September 66524/66416 6Y87 17.00 Eastleigh Yard-Axminster at 20.36 
On 1st October 70816 6C98 05.00 Cholsey-Westbury at 07.01, 59003 6M50 07.13 Westbury-Bescot, 
66596/66569 6A01 09.10 Radyr-Westbury at 11.06, 70816 6M40 11.34 Westbury-Stud Farm  
On 2nd 59003 6M50 07.13 Westbury-Bescot, 66179/66154 3S13 08.46 Westbury-St Blazey, 70816 6M40 
11.34 Westbury-Stud Farm, 60029 6M18 16.13 Merehead-Willesden at 17.31 
On 3rd 59003 6M50 07.13 Westbury-Bescot, 70816 6M40 11.34 Westbury-Stud Farm, 66619+66541 6A50 
10.26 Whatley-Hanwell Bridge Loops at 11.11, 70817 6Z98 12.49 Westbury-Bradwell Up Sidings at 12.18, 
66206/66165 3J41 14.37 Didcot Fuel Point-Didcot Fuel Point at 17.12 
On 8th 59003 6M50 07.13 Westbury-Bescot, 59104+66589 6A50 10.26 Whatley-Hanwell Bridge Loops at 
11.11, 70817 6Z98 11.34 Westbury-Bradwell Up Sidings. On 9th 59003 6M50 07.13 Westbury-Bescot. 
On 10th 59003 6V46 19.02 Bescot-Westbury at 06.53, 66590 6A16 07.44 Whatley-Oxford Banbury Road. 
On 11th 66601 6Y44 00.51 Westbury-Westbury via Theale Loop at 00.30, 60055 6M18 16.13 Merehead-
Willesden at 17.31 
On 12th 70817 6C22 07.21 Westbury-Gloucester Yard Jct at 07.21, 66601 6Y45 10.41 Westbury-
Gloucester Yard Jct, 66516/66566 6Y46 20.28 Westbury-Gloucester Yard Jct, 66177/66131 6W97 21.55 
Westbury-Newton Abbot West Jct. On 15th 57010 0Z42 16.35 Totnes-Southall WCR at 19.06 
On 19th 66516/66415 6Y43 17.33 Westbury-Goonbarrow Jct at 17.35 
On 21st 59003+70811+56078 6M50 07.13 Westbury-Bescot at 07.53 
 
Yatton On 12th October 35028 Clan Line/47812 'Atlantic Coast Express' 1Z29 16.40 Exeter St. David's-
Waterloo at 17.46 
 
Bridgwater On 3rd October 68007+68034 6V74 02.00 Crewe-Bridgwater at 06.16 
 
Taunton On 29th September 66750/66703 6G98 08.20 Newton Abbott-Westbury at 10.03 
On 3rd October 66154/66719 3S12 01.21 Par-Westbury at 07.43 
On 8th 70814/70816 6C41 17.10 Westbury-Goonbarrow Jct at 18.06 
On 9th 70816/70814 6C41 05.25 Goonbarrow Jct-Westbury at 09.02 
On 11th 70816/70814 6C41 05.25 Goonbarrow Jct-Westbury at 09.06 
On 13th 66131/66177 6W97 08.25 Totnes-Westbury at 09.31 
On 19th 66179/154 3S13 09:08 Westbury-St. Blazey at 12.39, 66516/66415 6Y43 17.33 Westbury-
Goonbarrow Jct at 16.52. On 20th 66415/66516 6Y43 09.34 Goonbarrow Jct-Westbury at 13.00 
On 21st 59004 6C27 05.24 Westbury Lafarge-Exeter Riverside at 06.59 
 
Bristol Temple Meads  Work on the new eastern entrance to the station is practically complete although it 
will not be open to passengers until autumn 2026.  The entrance will open directly onto the new University 
of Bristol Enterprise Campus which is due to open in two years’ time. 
 
The Bristol Barton Hill Arriva TrainCare facility will carry out a £4 million refresh of the Chiltern Railways 
39 Class 165 DMUs.  The work is planned to start in February and will include new floors and seal covers 
fitment of LED lighting and improvements to the toilets. 
 
Aberdeen to Penzance  If any anyone wants to do all 774 miles in 13 hrs 11 mins of 1V60, the SuX 08.20 
Aberdeen to Penzance through CrossCountry train, they should note that it will not run past Plymouth after 
the 18 May 2025 timetable change.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bristol Area Railtours and Visiting Excursions  (Provided in good faith, but not guaranteed accurate!) 

Date Tour Destination Haulage Pick-up Fare Operator 
Sat 7 Dec Christmas Market Manchester 47, D1015 BPW 07.40 £135 Pathfinder 

Sat 14 Dec Northern Belle Cheltenham 57X2 TM 12.30 £395 WCRC 

 

Wed 20 Nov British Pullman Victoria-Salisbury- Bath 13.03/15.56 67 Belmond 
Wed 27 Nov Cardiff Christmas Victoria-Reading-Swindon-Parkway-Cardiff Black 5 RYTC 
Sat 30 Nov Bath & Bristol Padd-Reading-Newbury-Bath-TM 12.25/16.10 Black 5 RYTC 
Sat 30 Nov Bath Market Victoria-Petersfield-Salisbury-Bath 14.10/17.30 70000 STDR 
Mon 2 Dec Bath Market Northampton-Slough-Bath 13.00/16.00 Steam Saphos 
Wed 4 Dec Bath Market Dorridge-Banbury-Bath 13.00/16.00 Steam Saphos 
Fri 6 Dec Bath Market Southend-Reading-Newbury-Bath 13.30/16.55 34046 STDR 
Mon 9 Dec Bath Market Hove-Chichester-W. London-Bath 13.00/16.00 Steam Saphos 
Wed 11 Dec Bath Market Stains-Guildford-Havant-Bath 13.00/16.00 Steam Saphos 
Sat 14 Dec Bath & Bristol Hove-Worthing-Salisbury-Bath-TM 13.20/16.10 35028, 47 RYTC 

Dates for your Diary 

 
Sat 2/Sun 3 Nov Avon Valley Railway End of Season Gala   

Locos booked – 1450, TKh 4015, HE 3839 
 
Friday 6 Dec ‘The Widows Frontier Railway’  Travel to British India with Richard Pelham 
 
Sat 7 Dec  Carols and Steam on the Avon Valley Railway Bitton Station  6.45pm 
 Adults £12 Children £6  Booking essential at Eventbrite  Profits for Children’s Charities 
 
Friday 20 Dec    Christmas Buffet & Member’s Evening    
 


