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Fri 3 Jan ‘Steam in Cornwall’ by SLS Librarian Gerry Nichols

Bristol Temple Meads On 12" December 37425 + 6117 6261 9810 999606 9702 3Q60 22:42 Reading
Triangle Sidings to Kingsland Road via Cardiff Central at 04.27.

On 14th 57315/57601 Northern Belle 1225 11.15 to Oxford via Worcester.

On14th 47848 1286 07.35 Three Bridges to Bristol Temple Meads at 14.15.

Barton Hill On 2 December EMR 158847 poking out of one of the sheds around 13.00
Brentry On 3 December 43272+43357 0221 Kingsland Rd - Swindon via Avonmouth at 13.07

Bristol Parkway On 23 November 166216 5Q23 14:05 St Phillips Marsh to Doncaster Wabtec.
On 27" 37510 TnT 37407 (stock 6330 & 1203) at 12.35 on 5M57 09:47 Laira to Derby RTC.
On 3 December 68009/34 6V74 01:31 Crewe CLS to Bridgwater FD at 07.04

Avonmouth HST power cars 43272 (former LNER red/white) + 43357 (former XC silver) were out based at
Kingsland Road in early December having arrived back-to-back on 2" December as a 0243 0924 move from
Derby RTC for Colas driver route refresher runs. On this date the pair had continued via Bristol Parkway to
Hallen Marsh Junction (to reverse) this being the first of four return trips from here or Filton Abbey Wood. The
first arrival was of particular interest as with the now mainly used up line between here and the Hallen Moor
'cross-over' being occupied with 66034 working the 6C03 Northolt - Severnside SITA container service ready
to transfer onto the Severn Beach line and continue to its nearby destination, the power cars had arrived on
the now rarely used 'down line' passing at 14.27 and returning at 14.37 alongside the stopped freight train
service. The third return move also used the down line inward but returned to Filton Abbey Wood on the up
line passing at 16.02 prior to a final later return. During the following day, the power cars made one return
trip to Hallen Marsh as 12.11 Kingsland Road - Kingsland Road passing Henbury down at 13.09 and back
up at 13.26 before covering mainline routes to and from Swindon and on 4" December the return 0222 12.02
Kingsland Road - Derby RTC passed Keynsham at 11.53 and then routed via two Reading out and back
visits.

Bristol West Freightliner The sidings here continue to be an overnight stabling point for HS2 stone traffic
wagons for Sunday loading at Moreton-on-Lugg with 66418 + 66604 noted on 24" November, 66610 +
66601 passing Temple Meads at 14.07 (57 minutes early) with the 6234 1458 departure on 15 December
and 66607 + 66539 on 8™ with 24 MWA boxes.

Bath Spa On 30" November 70000 Britannia TnT with 57311 1V60 Victoria 08.45 Steam Dreams "Bath
Christmas Market" at 15.02.

On 2 December 70000 Britannia TnT 47810 1Z80 05:11 Northampton to Bath Spa at 11.50.

On 4™ 70000 TnT 57311 on 1Z70 05.40 Dorridge to Bath Spa at 12.05, 67021 1V80 09:49 Victoria to Bath
Spa at 12.57.

On 6™ 34046 Braunton/47810 1285 Southend Central to Bath Spa at 13.56.

On 9™ 34046 Braunton/47810 1Z46 05:56 Three Bridges to Bath Spa at 11.43.

On 9™ 57603 5Z50 1100 Laira - Reading Traincare Depot sleeper ecs at 14.57

On 11™ 34046 Braunton/47810 1260 07:00 Staines to Bath Spa at 12.37.

Swindon On 11" December 37884 with 321325 321310 5Q76 Wolverton-Newport Docks at 1448

Westbury On 7" December Wind damage to Westbury station roof, all lines closed at Westbury.
On 9™ Westbury station back open at 06:00.



Yatton On 5 December 37611/37510 5M57 0947 Laira - Derby RTC with 2 barrier coach at 12.04

On 12" 43480+43162+43160+43468 with Caledonian Sleepers 10553 & 10551 5Q44 0705 Laira - Mid
Norfolk Railway stock transfer move at 09.47.

Bridgwater On 5" December 68006/018 6V74 01:31 Crewe CLS to Bridgwater FD at 06.15
On 10" December 68009/034 6V74 01:31 Crewe CLS to Bridgwater FD at 09.39

The Gloucestershire-Warwickshire Steam Railway (GWSR) and the 6880 Betton Grange Society have
confirmed that the new build ‘Grange’ is to be based on the Cotswold line for the foreseeable future.

The locomotive made its first movements at the Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway in May this year,
following its completion at Tyseley Locomotive Works, since when it has spent time on several preserved
lines including the West Somerset and North Norfolk Railways. Now the locomotive owners and the GWSR
have come together and exchanged contracts for Toddington to become its permanent home.

FirstGroup has acquired Grand Union Trains Grand Union has approval to run an open access service
between London Paddington and Carmarthen which will now be launched under the FirstGroup ‘Lumo’ brand
starting in December 2027. There will be five services a day and will include a call at Bristol Parkway.
FirstGroup have also applied to the ORR for track access rights under its ‘Lumo’ brand for five return services
between London Paddington and Paignton calling at Bath Spa, Temple Meads, Taunton, Exeter, and
Torquay. FirstGroup has entered into a lease agreement with Angel Trains and Hitachi Rail for 14 new five-
car 80x trains for the new Carmarthen service with an option for a further 13 five-car trains if the new Paignton
service is approved by the ORR.

Taunton Station A new café, the ‘Centenary Lounge’ has been opened at Taunton Station celebrating the
history of the Great Western Railway. Located on platform 2 the café includes light fittings, wood panelling
and glass mirrors recreating the 1930’s era of ‘art deco’. It was officially open on 3™ December by historian
Tim Dunn and Lord Faulkner, chair od the GWR Advisory Board. Other ‘Centenary Lounges’ are located at
Birmingham Moor Street, Worcester and Leamington Spa.

Westbury There will be no passenger or freight trains at the station or between Westbury and Salisbury for
nearly a month from Wed 25 Dec until Thur 23 Jan inclusive. The main work is relaying Westbury South Jn
and strengthening of Sherrington Viaduct, over the River Wylye between Warminster and Salisbury.
Paddington to Plymouth and Penzance fast services generally run to the normal timetable via Westbury
Avoiding Line as normal. Paddington to Exeter St Davids and Paignton stopping services run via the
avoider and call at Frome instead of Westbury. Gloucester to Weymouth trains run between Gloucester

and Bristol Temple Meads and, separately, between Frome and Weymouth. Cardiff to Portsmouth

services run between Cardiff and Trowbridge and between Salisbury and Portsmouth Harbour. Bristol TM to
Westbury services mostly turnback at Trowbridge. Westbury to Swindon trains via Melksham are to be
replaced by buses.

Bristol Area Railtours and Visiting Excursions (Provided in good faith, but not guaranteed accurate!)

Date Tour Destination Haulage Pick-up Fare | Operator
Sat 15 Feb Veney Venturer East West Rail 33X2 T™M 06.30 £135 | Pathfinder
Sat 1 Mar | S&C Spring Express Carlisle 47, Steam BPW 05.45 £135 | Pathfinder
Sat 29 Mar | Heart of Wales Ex Shrewsbury 37X2 BTH, FAW 09.15 | £135 | Pathfinder
Thu 13 Feb British Pullman | Victoria-Salisbury-Bath 13.00 67 Belmond
Fri 21 Feb British Pullman | Victoria-Salisbury-Bath 13.00 67 Belmond
Wed 5 Mar British Pullman | Victoria-Salisbury-Bath 13.00 67 Belmond
Wed 19 Mar | British Pullman | Victoria-Salisbury-Bath 13.00 67 Belmond
Wed 16 Apr | Cardiff Ex Shoeburyness-Stratford-Bath-Cardiff 13.45 70000 STDR

Dates for your Diary

Fri 7 Feb

Fri 7 Mar

AGM followed by ‘To Scotland for Steam’, the HR, CR and G&SWR by Brian Arman

‘LOCOMOTION & Stockton & Darlington 200’ by SLS President Dr Michael Bailey




