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1 THE RAILWAY CORRESPONDENCE m sT.I

www.rcts.org.uk No 363 February 2025
Fri 7 Feb AGM followed by ‘To Scotland for Steam’, the HR, CR and G&SWR by Brian Arman
Bedminster On 23rd January 66001 6253 12.43 Portbury-Margam at 13.25

Portbury Dock Branch line Import steel slab traffic to Margam for milling at Tata Steel Port Talbot continues
with a now regularly BYA and BTA wagon consist normally a single week day working with the preferred re-
geared Class 66/6, no. 66651 appearing on 20th, 23rd December and 2nd January. Otherwise, the Class
66/0s seem to be coping with 66001, 66005. 66051. 66116 and 66158 all being recorded although tonnage
can be slightly varied. On 8th January, GBRf 66775 covered the branch on a single out and back light-loco
move as part of a Cardiff Tidal Sidings-Bristol East Depot working, this operator being still expected to
regularly operate a second steel working once enough wagon conversions have been carried out and are
ready for use.

Bristol Temple Meads On 19th December 68034/68024 6M63 Bridgwater-Crewe at 12.57

On 23rd 88010 “Aurora” + 68002 6V74 01.58 Crewe-Bridgwater at 05.41 (Return service was heavily
delayed due to a fault on a wagon and left Yatton loop at 21.02 some 6 hours 20 minutes late)

On 28th 66735 6F16 04.56 Hinksey Yard-Fairwood Junction via Fairwater Yard at 07.09

On 3rd January 68005 Defiant/68009 Titan 6274 0138 Carlisle Kingmoor Siding-Bridgwater at 08.04
On 7th January 37425 3720 19.50 Derby RTC-Kingsland Road at 03.04

(Stock: 96609 6261 999606 9810 9702)

On 10th 43303/43274 1Q18 05.00 Reading Triangle Sidings-Paignton via Bristol Parkway and Penzance at
06.54, 1218 15.39 Paignton-Bristol TM at 18.05, 1Q19 19.21 Bristol TM-Banbury at 19.21

(Stock: 6264 5981 977983 5971)

On 20th 66051 6255 05.31 Margam-Portbury at 09.47 returning on 6253 at 13.47

On 22nd 66051 6253 12.43 Portbury-Margam at 13.30

Dr Day’s Jct On 8th January 70004 4057 13.29 Wentloog-Maritime at 14.33
On 9th 47848 5747 18.10 Totnes-Carnforth Steamtown at 19.51 (Stock: 4905 4960 4994 4973)

Filton On 19th December 66541 4057 13.29 Wentloog-Maritime at 14.26

On 21st 66543 4051 10.40 Wentloog-Maritime at 12.22, 66140 6012 11.05 Margam-Westbury at 13.26
On 23rd 66651 6255 05.31 Margam-Portbury at 07.53

On 7th January 70004 4057 13.29 Wentloog-Maritime at 14.16

On 9th 70004 4057 13.29 Wentloog-Maritime at 14.17

On 14th 70005 4057 13.29 Wentloog-Maritime at 14.18, 66543 4071 14.42 Barry Docks-Maritime via
Chippenham at 18.23. On 15th 70005 4057 13.29 Wentloog-Maritime at 14.20

On 22nd 66619 6C79 09.58 Avonmouth-Whatley at 09.56, 70004 4057 13.29 Wentloog-Maritime at 14.15
On 24th 66619 6C79 09.58 Avonmouth-Whatley at 10.24, 70004 4057 13.29 Wentloog-Maritime at 14.15

Patchway On 19th December 66086 6B24 05.18 Cardiff Tidal-Swindon Cocklebury at 06.39
On 5th January 66618 6V76 14.00 Stoke Gifford-East Usk Yard at 13.15

Pilning On 6th January 66525 4L36 08.12 Wentloog-Felixstowe at 08.53

On 7th 70004 4V51 03.06 Maritime-Wentloog at 06.29, 66603/66594 6276 11.39 Stoke Gifford-East Usk
Yard at 12.21. On 8th 70004 4V51 03.06 Maritime-Wentloog at 05.59

On 14th 70005 4V51 03.13 Maritime-Wentloog at 07.10, again on 15th at 06.23 and again on 16th at 06.27
On 16th 66567 4V47 02.41 Tilbury-Barry Docks 07.41. On 17th 66028 6251 16.57 Portbury-Margam 18.00
On 21st 70004 4V51 03.06 Maritime-Wentloog at 06.25, 66155 6255 05.21 Margam-Portbury at 07.09

On 23rd 70004 4V53 03.06 Maritime-Wentloog at 06.21 returning on 4057 13.29 Wentloog-Maritime via
Chippenham at 14.27, 66158 6B24 05.18 Cardiff Tidal-Swindon Cocklebury at 06.31, 66001 6255 05.21
Margam-Portbury at 07.31

On 24th 70004 4V50 04.24 Maritime-Wentloog at 07.42, 66116 6253 12.20 Portbury-Margam at 14.53



Brentry On 18th December 66304 6M42 09.05 Avonmouth-Penyffordd at 09.02, 66550 6C79 Avonmouth-
Whatley at 10.41, 66779 6V84 Clitheroe-Avonmouth at 16.18, 43303+43274 1Q22 Derby RTC-Kingsland
Road via Avonmouth at 22.45

On 20th 66304 6M42 09.05 Avonmouth-Penyffordd at 09.35, 66177 6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside 14.06
On 21st 66304 6M41 Penyffordd-Avonmouth at 20.33

On 23rd 66304 6M42 09.05 Avonmouth-Penyffordd at 09.51

On 3rd January 66751 6M41 Penyffordd-Avonmouth 00.43, 66128 6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside 13.38
On 6th 66734 6V84 Clitheroe-Avonmouth at 15.54

On 7th 66023 6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside waste 1408

On 8th 66607 6C85 Avonmouth-Stoke Gifford Yard at 12.54, 66023 'Kings Coronation' 6C03 Northolt-
Severnside at 14.05, 66734 'Platinum Jubilee' 6V84 Clitheroe-Avonmouth at 15.31

On 13th 66096 6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside at 14.06

On 15th 66764 6M42 Avonmouth-Penyffordd at 09.32, 66128 6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside at 14.12,
66734 6V84 Clitheroe-Avonmouth at 16.24

On 17th 66764 6M42 09.05 Avonmouth-Penyffordd at 09.15, 66177 6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside 14.05
On 20th 66095 6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside at 14.09

On 21st 66082 6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside at 14.09

On 22nd 66764 6M42 09.21 Avonmouth-Penyffordd at 09.32, 66082 6C03 Northolt-Severnside at 14.02,
66704 6V84 Clitheroe-Avonmouth at 14.17

On 24th 66764 6M42 09.05 Avonmouth-Penyffordd at 09.20

Bristol Parkway On 18th December 60055 6252 06.46 Tytherington-Quainton at 07.45

950001 2Z08 13.54 Bristol Temple Meads-Derby RTC at 14.03 (Note: 950001 is to be withdrawn in the
next few months and are due to be replaced with 2 x Class 153)

On 19th 66560 6C52 09.48 West Drayton-East Usk Yard at 13.40, 66177 6C03 Northolt-Severnside 14.00
On 20th 66558 6V47 05.06 Lawley Street-Stoke Gifford at 06.47, 66515 6C79 09.58 Avonmouth-Stoke
Gifford at 10.12, 66603 6242 10.50 Tytherington-Appleford at 11.51, 66131 6V73 15.07 Stoke Cliffe Vale-
St Blazey at 21.29. On 21st 66244 6C03 09.28 Northolt-Severnside at 14.02

On 23rd 66244 6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside at 14.07

On 28th 66532 4051 10.34 Wentloog-Maritime at 12.30, 66005 6C03 09.28 Northolt-Severnside at 13.57
On 1st January 43251/43272 1Q17 17.33 Derby RTC-Paddington via Severn Beach at 23.22

On 6th 60029 6252 07.04 Tytherington-Appleford at 08.59

On 7th 60029 6252 07.04 Tytherington-Appleford at 09.02, 37057/37402 1277 10:56 Derby RTC-Canton
Taff Vale at 14.12 (Stock: 72612 975091 72631 6262), 66593 6M81 13.17 Machen-Lawley Street at 15.57,
66656 6B33 13.52 Theale-Margam at 16.25

On 9th 66618 6242 11.08 Tytherington-Appleford 12.10, 66419 6M81 13.17 Machen-Lawley Street 15.30
On 10th 66513 4051 10.34 Wentloog-Maritime at 12.57

On 13th 60055 6252 07.04 Tytherington-Appleford at 08.31, 66607 6V53 10.38 Oxford Banbury Road-
Stoke Gifford at 13.40

On 14th 66607 6220 06.42 Stoke Gifford-Tytherington at 06.36, 66543 4V47 02.41 Tilbury-Barry Docks at
07.10, 60055 6252 07.31 Tytherington-Appleford at 10.27, 66607 6242 11.27 Tytherington-Appleford at
11.49, 66519 6V53 10.38 Oxford Banbury Road-Stoke Gifford at 13.34, 66419 6M81 13.17 Machen-Lawley
Street at 15.57

On 15th 66607 6220 06.42 Stoke Gifford-Tytherington at 06.25, 66567 4V50 04.24 Maritime-Barry Docks
at 07.18, 60055 6252 07.31 Tytherington-Appleford at 09.22, 66607 6242 11.27 Tytherington-Appleford at
13.15, 66519 6V53 10.38 Oxford Banbury Road-Stoke Gifford at 13.26

On 16th 66143 6B24 05.18 Cardiff Tidal-Swindon Cocklebury at 07.03, 60055 6252 07.31 Tytherington-
Appleford at 10.26

On 21st 66545 4V47 02.41 Tilbury-Barry Docks at 07.30

On 22nd 66603 6242 11.57 Tytherington-Appleford at 11.49, 66519 6V53 10.38 Oxford Banbury Road-
Stoke Gifford at 12.54

On 23rd 66545 4V47 02.41 Tilbury-Barry Docks at 07.30, 60055 6252 07.31 Tytherington-Appleford at
09.03, 66519 6V53 10.38 Oxford Banbury Road-Stoke Gifford at 12.53

On 24th 60055 6252 07.31 Tytherington-Appleford at 08.31, 66504 6V53 10.38 Oxford Banbury Road-
Stoke Gifford at 12.30, 66019 6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside at 14.02, 66131 6V73 15.07 Cliffe Vale-St
Blazey at 20.59. On 25th 60055 6M52 08.44 Tytherington-Willesden at 09.03

Westerleigh Jct On 21st January 57306 0207 06.31 Gloucester New Yard-Exeter St Davids via
Weston-super-Mare at 07.36, 60055 6252 07.31 Tytherington-Appleford at 09.12, 66791/66792 6C40
05.15 Tenby-Hinksey Yard at 11.40



Stoke Gifford Yard On 20th December 66603 6220 07.10 Stoke Gifford-Tytherington at 07.10
On 21st 66560/66603 6C11 11.00 East Usk Yard-Stoke Gifford at 14.30

On 6th January 66558 6C79 09.50 Stoke Gifford-Whatley at 09.50

On 16th 66607 6220 06.42 Stoke Gifford-Tytherington at 06.42

On 23rd 66504 6220 06:46 Stoke Gifford-Tytherington at 06.46

Yate On 7th January 66154/66001 6B13 05.00 Robeston-Westerleigh at 12.05

Bristol East Depot On 5th January 66775 4F86 11.08 Bristol East Depot-Wellingborough at 11.23

On 9th 60046/60029 6252 08.16 Bristol East Yard-Appleford.

On 14th 60055 6253 16.56 Appleford-Bristol East Depot at 19.27

On 23rd 60055 6253 16:56 Appleford-Bristol East Depot at 19.25, 60055 6253 16.56 Appleford-Bristol East
Yard at 20.13

On 24th 60055 6253 17.20 Appleford-Bristol East Yard at 19.59

Bristol Kingsland Road On 7th January 37425 37222 23.48 Kingsland Road-Canton Taff Vale via Exeter
St Davids at 00.48 (Stock: 96609 6261 999606 9810 9702)

Bath Spa On 28th December 66565 6F13 06.00 Hawkeridge Jct-Hinksey Yard at 06.35
On 14th January 66544 6X52 21.05 Hawkeridge Jct-Hinksey Yard via Bristol Parkway at 21.27
On 15th 66850 6X57 05.24 Hinksey Yard-Fairwood Jct via Fairwater Yard at 06.43

Chippenham On 7th January 70815 6M40 11.34 Westbury-Stud Farm at 11.59, 66503 6V16 11.47
Fareham-Westbury Cement Works at 15.22

On 8th and 9th 66592 6B12 11.00 Merehead-Wootton Bassett at 13.02

On 15th 59101 6V97 04.11 Eastleigh Aggregates-Merehead at 06.50

On 24th 66562 6A16 08.06 Westbury Cement Works-Oxford Banbury Road at 08.47

Swindon On 19th December 57310 5Q87 09.20 Eastleigh T&RSMD-Long Marston at 11.23 ((Unit:
701045) This service was later cancelled at Worcester))

On 20th 66759 6V70 23.48 Liverpool EMR-Swindon EMR at 06.33 returning as 6M71 at 18.03, 70008
4V50 04.24 Maritime-Wentloog at 07.11

On 3rd January 43251/43272 1Q20 Paddington-Derby RTC at 06.21, 47727 5Q87 12.34 Long Marston-
Reading West Jct at 16.14 ((Unit: 701013), service then went forward to Wimbledon Park Depot Sidings))
On 7th 66850/66792 6F44 08.11 Hinksey Yard-Fairwood Jct via Fairwater at 09.06, 47727 5Q87 09.20
Eastleigh T&’RSMD-Long Marston at 12.55 (Unit: 701030)

On 10th 66413/66546 6Y98 16.49 Hinksey Yard-Whitland at 17.53

On 14th 47727 5Q87 09.20 Eastleigh T&RSMD-Long Marston at 11.39 (Unit: 710050), 59101 7B12 11.15
Merehead-Wootton Bassett at 15.28

On 15th 66128 6C03 09.55 Northolt Sidings-Severnside at 13.21, 47727 5Q87 12.34 Long Marston-
Eastleigh Yard at 16.05 (Unit: 701057)

On 16th 59204 6055 05.22 Westbury Lafarge-Southampton Up Yard at 06.14 returning on 6V62 at 16.03,
66083 6V15 18.58 Boston Sleaford Sidings-Swindon Stores at 06.43, 66567 4V47 02.41 Tilbury-Barry
Docks at 06.51 returning on 4071 to Maritime at 19.31, 66520 4L.36 08.12 Wentloog-Felixstowe at 10.02,
60055 6252 07.31 Tytherington-Appleford at 11.04 returning on 6253 to Bristol East Depot at 18.32, 66560
4130 10.00 Wentloog-London Gateway at 12.24, 66519 6V53 10.38 Oxford Banbury Road-Stoke Gifford at
12.04, 66177 6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside at 13.19 returning on 6A03 to Brentford Town at 22.28,
66565 7B12 11.15 Merehead-Wootton Bassett at 14.00, 66607 6242 11.27 Tytherington-Appleford at 14.27
returning on 6227 to Stoke Gifford at 20.47, 70005 4057 13.29 Wentloog-Maritime at 15.29, 66850 6X57
14.05 Hawkeridge Jct-Hinksey Sidings at 15.45, 66083 6M53 16.16 Swindon Stores-Toton Up Sidings at
16.45, 66419 6M81 13.17 Machen Quarry-Lawley Street Aggregates at 17.22

On 21st 66603 6242 11.06 East Usk Yard-Appleford at 14.00, 59104 7B12 11.15 Merehead-Wootton
Bassett at 14.25

On 22nd 47727 5Q87 09.20 Eastleigh T&RRSMD-Long Marston at 11.40 (Unit: 701033), 66565 6V16 11.47
Fareham-Westbury Cement Works at 14.27, 59203 7B12 11.15 Merehead-Wootton Bassett at 15.00

On 23rd 59203 6B12 11.15 Merehead-Wootton Bassett at 14.26, 59001 6V62 13.34 Southampton Up
Yard-Westbury Lafarge at 16.41

On 25th 66519 6Y42 08.27 Hinksey Yard-Caldicot at 10.47, 66095 6C03 09.28 Northolt-Severnside 12.41

Melksham On 13th January 59004 6B12 11.15 Merehead-Wootton Bassett at 12.47



Westbury On 18th December 70809 6M50 07.13 Westbury-Bescot, 66057 6239 08.30 Westbury-Exeter
Riverside returning on 6Z40 at 13.47

On 19th 70817 6M50 07.13 Westbury-Bescot, 59004 6068 09.11 Westbury Cement Works-Crawley.

On 20th 66618 6A16 07.44 Whatley-Oxford Banbury Road at 08.07, 59205 6C31 10.14 Theale-Whatley at
09.00, 59005 6B12 11.43 Merehead-Wootton Bassett at 12.27, 59101 7C73 11.20 Merehead-Exeter
Riverside at 12.31, 70008 4057 13.29 Wentloog-Maritime at 15.18, 60028 6M18 16.13 Merehead-
Willesden at 17.31. On 23rd 66847 6M52 07.13 Westbury-Bescot.

On 10th January 59104 6075 16.50 Merehead Quarry-Crawley at 17.29, 59205 6V60 14.43 Wembley-
Whatley Quarry at 17.49, 59101/66415 7V50 14.21 Wembley-Merehead Quarry at 19.35, 66592 6V70
16.31 Wembley-Merehead Quarry at 20.47

On 24th 59001 6A18 09.18 Whatley-Oxford Banbury Road at 10.21, 70809 6V14 14.52 Stud Farm-
Westbury at 21.56. On 25th 66713 6G73 15.16 Westbury-Severn Tunnel Jct via Bath and Gloucester.

Whatley Quarry On 9th January 66558 6A18 09.18 Whatley-Oxford Banbury Road at 08.15
On 15th 66619 6A70 14.08 Whatley-Dawley Loop at 13.53

Fairwood Jct On 18th December 59203 6A61 12.24 Whatley-West Drayton at 12.55

On 19th 59204 6C27 06.05 Westbury Cement Works-Exeter Riverside at 05.43, 66618 6A18 09.18
Whatley-Oxford Banbury Road at 09.36, 66515 6C79 09.58 Avonmouth-Whatley at 12.01

On 20th 66619 6C27 06.05 Westbury Cement Works-Exeter Riverside at 06.10

On 3rd January 66847 6F31 15.26 Fairwood Jct-Hinksey Yard at 14.33

On 7th 66519 6A40 08.40 Merehead-Hanwell Bridge Loops at 09.14, 66572 6A60 10.50 Merehead-Langley
at 11.33. On 8th 59203 7A60 10.50 Merehead-Colnbrook at 11.30, 59205 6A61 12.24 Whatley-West
Drayton at 14.21. On 9th 66605 6A50 10.26 Whatley-Hanwell Bridge Loops at 10.59

On 10th 66550 6C48 12.45 Oxford Banbury Road-Whatley at 13.21

On 13th 70813 6F50 22.53 Hinksey Yard-Fairwood Jct via Fairwater Yard at 02.33

On 14th 66554 6A40 08.40 Merehead-Hanwell Bridge Loops at 09.30

On 15th 59205/66554 7A40 08.40 Merehead-Hanwell Bridge Loops at 09.28, 59001 6A61 12.24 Whatley-
West Drayton at 12.56. On 16th 66619/66592 6A50 10.26 Whatley-Hanwell Bridge Loops at 10.54

On 21st 66604/66592 6A50 10.26 Whatley-Hanwell Bridge Loops at 10.57

On 22nd 59206/66592 6A40 08.40 Merehead-Hanwell Bridge Loops at 09.15, 59005 6C31 10.14 Theale-
Whatley at 12.26, 60028 6M18 16.13 Merehead-Willesden at 16.51

On 23rd 59004 6V75 03.12 Crawley-Merehead at 06.39, 66605/66957 6A50 10.26 Whatley-Hanwell Bridge
Loops at 11.01

On 24th 59004 6V97 02.57 Eastleigh Aggregates-Merehead at 05.37, 66619 6A70 14.08 Whatley-Dawley
Loop at 14.44

Bridgwater On 19th December 68034+68024 674 02:00 Crewe-Bridgwater at 06.15

On 6th January 68009/68005 6V74 01.58 Crewe-Bridgwater at 06.16

On 9th 68004/68018 6M63 12.00 Bridgwater-Crewe at 12.29, 66572 7M36 11.01 Exeter Riverside-Gresty
Green at 13.12

On 13th 68009/68005 6V74 01.58 Crewe-Bridgwater at 06.21 returning on 6M67 at 13.57

Castle Cary On 18th December 59001 6C27 06.05 Westbury Cement Works-Exeter Riverside at 06.34

Taunton On 20th December 37057 3Q13 20.28 Exeter Riverside-Reading Triangle at 21.46

(Stock: 96606 99666 72630 62384 9806 9714)

On 16th January 57605 “Totnes Castle” 1C50 23.45 Paddington-Penzance at 02.27 (Stock: 17174 12100
10217 10601 10590 10594 10532) (57605 failed at Taunton at 02.29, 57601 “Windsor Castle” +47832
0Z47 02.00 Fairwater Yard-Southall WCR reversed at East Somerset Jct and ran as 1299 to Taunton,
57601+57605 + Stock departed Taunton 04.26, Passengers changed onto 158760+150263 for Penzance,
57601 0247 Exeter St Davids-Southall WCR depart Exeter St Davids 05.14, attached to 47832 at Taunton)
On 17th 66711/66708 6F64 09.38 Hinksey Sidings-Fairwood Jct at 16.06

On 19th 66711/66090 6F67 08.36 Fairwater Yard-Hinksey Sidings at 10.04, 37423 5203 10.02 Bishops
Lydeard-Yarmouth C.H.S. at 10.25 (Stock: 9805 10699 1220 6703) (Eastern Rail Services stock returning
after completion of WSR filming work)

Fairwater Yard On 16th January 47832/57601 7247 13.47 Eastriggs MOD-Fairwater Yard at 01.30
(With snow ploughs ADB965217 and ADB965240)



Flooding On 6th January flooding was reported in the Charfield area. Cross Country services diverted via
the Severn Tunnel.

Severn Beach It has been 50 years since steam trains trundled along a miniature railway at Severn Beach.
But soon, a new track will be opened — thanks to the son of a man who built a miniature train for the tourist
resort in South Gloucestershire in the 1960s. Joe Nemeth will build and run the quarter mile long Severn
Beach Miniature Railway next to the seafront promenade and expects it to be open by Easter.

Portishead Line

Restoring the rail line between Bristol to Portishead could be "fast-tracked", with

construction beginning this year and the first trains running by 2027. North Somerset Council leaders have
approved measures to start construction - if the government agrees to fund the project. Restoring the line
only requires about three miles of new track.

Bristol Area Railtours and Visiting Excursions (Provided in good faith but not guaranteed accurate!)

Date Tour Destination Haulage Pick-up Fare | Operator
Sat 15 Feb Veney Venturer East West Rail 33X2 TM 06.30 £135 | Pathfinder
Sat 1 Mar | S&C Spring Express Carlisle 47, Steam BPW 05.45 £135 | Pathfinder
Sat 29 Mar | Heart of Wales Ex Shrewsbury 37X2 BTH, FAW 09.15 | £135 | Pathfinder
Thu 13 Feb British Pullman | Victoria-Salisbury-Bath 13.00 67 Belmond
Fri 21 Feb British Pullman | Victoria-Salisbury-Bath 13.00 67 Belmond
Wed 5 Mar British Pullman | Victoria-Salisbury-Bath 13.00 67 Belmond
Wed 19 Mar | British Pullman | Victoria-Salisbury-Bath 13.00 67 Belmond
Wed 16 Apr | Cardiff Ex Shoeburyness-Stratford-Bath-Cardiff 13.45 70000 STDR

Dates for your Diary

Fri 7 Mar

Fri 4 APR

‘LOCOMOTION & Stockton & Darlington 200’ by SLS President Dr Michael Bailey

‘My Father’s Pictures — Bristol, Bath, & the S&D’ by David Cross.

NEW MEMBER INTRODUCTORY OFFER - £10 OFF

Printed RO 2025 £29.00 — Online RO 2025 £11.00

Get your APPLICATION FORM from Dale at the door when you sign in.




