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Portbury Dock Branch line  Both DBC and GBRf continue to move imported steel slab for milling at Tata 
Works, Port Talbot, the latter following wagon problems initially back to using up to 22 of their KEAs, although 
16 were recorded on 3rd with 17 reported on 21st May. On 19th May, loading problems saw both departures 
retimed, the DBC working leaving early afternoon (instead of late morning) and 66780 working the GBRf 
6Z92 22.37 departure (which passed Lawrence Hill at 23.23) instead of leaving early evening. On 15th May 
the DBC 6Z56 03.05 Margam-Portbury was in the hands of 66654 and 66314 worked the 6C92 0822 empty 
arrival from Margam, which with the return 6Z57 10.30 DBC loaded departure to Margam was delayed at 
Ashton Avenue level crossing as the warning alarm initially sounded but the barriers remaining in an upright 
position! The workings were to pass next to the Ashton Junction token point on the branch at 11.24; Also on 
this date, the Colas test HST set formed 43357 6261 72631 9810 72612 43274, covered the line as part of 
the monthly return 1Q23 06.45 Kingsland Road-Derby RTC working visit passing through the Avon Gorge at 
07.12 inward and on the return being recorded under the Clifton Suspension bridge at 07.45. 
Locos recorded on steel duty have included: 66314, 66713, 66780/3, 66651/2/4/6/9. 
During the review period further Class 93 deliveries by sea saw the arrivals of 93007 and 93010 on 28th April, 
both leaving by road together on separate road transporters during the following day, 93003 on 7th May and 
93004 departing late morning on 14th May, all believed to have been routed via the M5/M4 motorways east 
to London and then north to Worksop.  Only 93005/8/9 remains to be delivered of the original batch of 10, 
with 99001 still rumoured for a June arrival. 
 
Parson Street On 30th April 34046 “Braunton” 0Z47 16.05 Bristol St Phillips Marsh-Bishops Lydeard at 
16.21 
 
Bristol Temple Meads On 27th April 45212/57314 1Z16 08.23 Bristol TM-Pembroke Dock at 08.23 with 
the 'Great Britain VII' day 2 
On 30th 34046 “Braunton” 0Z46 11.34 Southall-Bristol St Phillips Marsh at 14.51 
On 4th All services from Bristol Temple Meads to Cardiff Central were cancelled throughout due to a 
lineside fire near Cardiff. 
On 7th 57311/47810 1Z46 06.11 Bristol TM-Canterbury West at 06.29 
On 10th D1015/37240 1Z80 18.00 Buckfastleigh-Birmingham New Street at 21.05  
(Stock: 3110 17018 99971 99361 9101 5177 5212 5157 5198) 
On 24th 47805 "Roger Hosking MA 1925-2013"/57311 "The Institution of Mechanical Engineers" 1Z82 
06.43 Shrewsbury-Kingswear at 09.39  
(Stock: 35461 17013 3122 3344 80043 3348 3384 3125 3107 1666 3140 3330. 34046 “Braunton” was 
added at Taunton with 47805 being removed), 34046 “Braunton”/57311 "The Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers" 1Z84 16.35 Kingswear-Shrewsbury at 20.22. 
 
Dr Days Jct On 29th April 60046 6Z23 13.17 Wembley Yard-Tytherington at 18.18 
On 2nd May 66030 6A03 Severnside-Southall at 21.30 
On 4th 66773 6G70 Westbury-Gloucester at 10.17, 66310 6G71 Westbury-Gloucester at 10.39 
66519/66545 6Y99 Lydney-Westbury at 10.45, 66797 6G72 Westbury-Gloucester at 11.37 returning to 
Westbury at 12.18 
On 18th 66551 6Y98 07.49 Jersey Marine Jct North-Westbury at 10.35 
On 23rd On 23rd, 70020 4O57 13.28 Wentloog-Maritime at 14.35, 60163 “Tornado” 5Z29 07.45 Orton 
Mere-St Philips Marsh HSTD at 14.50 (Stock: 21249), 70816 6Z99 13.04 Leominster-Westbury at 15.31. 
 
Patchway On 29th 66516 4V50 04.24 Maritime-Barry Docks at 07.17 
On 1st May 70016 4V51 04.07 Maritime-Wentloog at 07.49 
On 8th 66545 6Z21 11.00 East Usk-Stoke Gifford at 12.00 
On 16th 66654 6B13 Robeston-Westerleigh at 10.28, 66314 6C92 08.22 Margam-Portbury at 10.38 
 
Stoke Gifford Yard On 29th April 66559 6C20 06.57 Stoke Gifford-Tytherington at 06.57 
On 7th May 66566 6C20 06.57 Stoke Gifford-Tytherington at 06.57 



Filton On 29th 60028 6B01 05.21 Bristol East Yard-Tytherington at 06.00, 66560 6C52 10.05 West 
Drayton-East Usk Yard at 13.34, 70016 4O57 13.29 Wentloog-Maritime at 14.48 
On 30th 70016 4O57 13.29 Wentloog-Maritime at 14.15 
On 1st May, 66510 6A83 14.38 Avonmouth-West Drayton at 14.56 
On 7th 70015 4O57 13.29 Wentloog-Maritime at 14.25, 66722/66312 4V45 Quainton-Tytherington at 22.25 
On 9th 66623 “Lest We Forget”/66416 6A27 08.37 East Usk-Quainton at 09.36, 70004 4O57 13.29 
Wentloog-Maritime at 14.18 
On 10th 66525 4O51 11.02 Wentloog-Maritime at 12.30 
On 23rd 70020 4O57 13.28 Wentloog-Maritime at 14.23 
On 24th 47802 5Z30 10.13 Southall WCR-Bristol Kingsland Road at 13.45  
(Stock: 3340 3334 99712 3304 3386 6176 9527 1200) 
 
Brentry On 28th April 59101 6C79 09.58 Avonmouth-Whatley at 10.01 
On 29th 59101 6B51 Whatley-Avonmouth at 20.18 
On 30th 66774 6M41 Avonmouth-Penyffordd at 09.37, 66517 6B51 Whatley-Avonmouth at 20.20 
On 1st May 66517 6C79 09.58 Avonmouth-Whatley at 09.56 
On 4th 66774 6V41 Penyffordd-Avonmouth at 19.57  
On 5th 66774 6M42 Avonmouth-Penyffordd at 09.37, 66244/66021 6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside at 
13.58.  On 9th 66174 6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside at 14.05 
On 10th 66152 6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside at 14.03 
On 14th 66774 6M42 Avonmouth-Penyffordd at 09.43 
On 15th 66598 6Z66 Avonmouth-Stoke Gifford Yard at 16.39  
On 19th 66606 6A77 Avonmouth-Theale at 10.49 
On 21st 66774 6M42 Avonmouth-Penyffordd at 09.39, 66420 6C81 Stoke Gifford Yard-Avonmouth at 10.08 
 
Pilning On 1st May 70016 4O57 13.29 Wentloog-Maritime at 14.12  
On 7th 70015 4V51 03.13 Maritime-Wentloog at 06.22, 66570 6C52 10.05 West Drayton-East Usk Yard at 
13.35  On 24th 66516 4O51 10.57 Wentloog-Maritime at 11.42 
 
Bristol Parkway On 28th April 66774 6M42 09.21 Avonmouth-Penyffordd at 07.33 
On 29th at around 05.30 there was a total points failure north of Bristol Parkway resulting in many services 
being diverted, 60046 6Z52 08.05 Tytherington-Quainton at 08.05, 70016 4V51 04.07 Maritime-Wentloog 
at 09.34 (Delayed due to the earlier points failure), 66652 6B33 13.52 Theale-Margam at 16.24 
On 1st May 66419 6C20 06.57 Stoke Gifford-Tytherington at 07.37, 66510 6B25 22:42 West Drayton-Stoke 
Gifford at 09.50, 66510 6C81 09.55 Stoke Gifford-Avonmouth at 09.55, 43274+43357 0Z43 10.06 Bristol St 
Philips Marsh-Derby RTC at 10.38, 66030 6C03 09.55 Northolt Sidings-Severnside at 13.28, 37884 5Q76 
08.58 Ely Papworth Sidings-Newport Docks at 15.00 (Stock: 465240+465248) 
On 7th 66561 4V50 04.24 Maritime-Barry Docks at 07.35, 66566 6Z42 12.05 Tytherington-Appleford 13.32 
On 8th 66570 6M81 13.17 Machen-Lawley Street at 15.15 
On 9th 60028 6N01 07.04 Tytherington-Wembley Yard at 07.51, 66566 6Z42 12.05 Tytherington-Appleford 
at 13.27, 66032 6V32 10.22 Tilbury-Trostre at 15.52, 66127 6V73 15.07 Cliffe Vale-St Blazey at 20.36 
On 10th 66565 6C80 14.10 Machen-Stoke Gifford via Chipping Sodbury at 16.12 
On 13th 68016+68005 6M63 Bridgwater-Crewe at 13.22, 66244 6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside at 14.00, 
66051 6M41 Margam-Round Oak at 14.00, 66431 4V44 Daventry-Wentloog at 15.27 
On 15th 66244 6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside at 14.00 
On 23rd 66524 6V47 06.53 Ashchurch-East Usk Yard at 06.54, 70020 4V50 04.24 Maritime-Wentloog at 
07.36, 66127 6V73 16.08 Cliffe Vale-St Blazey at 21.31 
On 24th 37240/20142+20189 1Z37 08.42 Paddington-Cardiff Central at 10.42 
 
Westerleigh Jct On 28th April 60046 6Z52 07.04 Tytherington-Quainton at 07.07 
On 29th 68016+68005 6V74 02.00 Crewe-Bridgwater at 05.09 
On 7th May 60029 6Z52 07.04 Tytherington-Quainton at 07.10 
On 8th 60046 6Z52 07.04 Tytherington-Quainton at 07.07, 66566 6Z42 12.05 Tytherington-Appleford at 
13.24.  On 24th 66619 6C48 13.51 Appleford-Stoke Gifford at 14.23 
 
Charfield On 14th May 66424 4V44 Daventry-Wentloog at 14.08, 66306 6V84 07.45 Clitheroe-Avonmouth 
at 15.52, 66198 6V92 Corby-Margam at 16.24 
On 18th 66044 6W03 09.23 Gloucester Yard Jct-Westbury at 10.01 
 
 



Yate On 1st May 66655 6B13 05.00 Robeston-Westerleigh at 12.54 
On 7th 66652 6B17 20.44 Robeston-Westerleigh at 04.11 returning to Robeston at 12.08, 66651 6B13 
05.00 Robeston-Westerleigh at 12.45. On 23rd 66655 6B13 05.00 Robeston-Westerleigh at 12.47 
On 24th 66652 6B13 05.00 Robeston-Westerleigh at 12.50 
 
Swindon On 28th April 66030 6C03 09.55 Northolt-Severnside at 13.17 
On 30th 70016 4V51 04.47 Maritime-Wentloog at 07.05, 47739 5Q75 09.21 Eastleigh T&RSMD-Long 
Marston at 11.15 (Stock: 701519+701509).  
On 1st May 66773/66797 6A66 02.33 Tytherington-Quainton at 10.19 
On 7th 66720 6V70 23.48 Liverpool EMR-Swindon EMR at 06.07, 69008 5Q75 09.21 Eastleigh TRSMD-
Long Marston at 11.18 (Stock: 701052), 66070+66021 6C03 09.55 Northolt Sidings-Severnside at 13.21 
On 8th 37057 3Q98 22.16 Reading Triangle Sidings-Reading Triangle Sidings via Swindon & Fenny 
Compton at 23.45 (Stock: 96604 977986 977985 999602 9708) 
On 19th 47739 5Q75 08.53 Eastleigh T&RSMD-Long Marston at 11.35 (Stock: 701512+701517) 
On 21st 66088 6V15 18.58 Boston Sleaford Sidings-Swindon Stores at 06.38 
On 22nd 69008 5Q75 09.20 Eastleigh T&RSMD-Long Marston at 11.17 (Unit: 701007), 66570 6Z42 
Tytherington-Appleford Sidings at 14.29, 59101 6C48 Appleford Sidings-Whatley Quarry at 14.43 
On 23rd 66516 4L33 10.00 Wentloog-London Gateway at 11.47, 43301/43303 5Q01 13.58 Loughborough 
Brush-Swindon Transfer at 18.23  
(Stock: 41117 41063 91117 42100 42220) (The first Class 91 at Swindon) 
 
Westbury Cement Works On 8th May 59005 6O68 09.11 Westbury Cement Works-Crawley at 09.11 
On 23rd 66553 6A16 08.07 Westbury Cement Works-Oxford Banbury Road via Swindon at 08.07 
 
Westbury On 28th April 59202 6A16 07.44 Whatley-Oxford Banbury Road at 08.03, 59203/66545 6A50 
10.26 Whatley-Hanwell Bridge Loops at 10.54, 70813 6M40 11.34 Westbury-Stud Farm. 
On 29th 59003 6M50 12.07 Hinksey Yard-Bescot at 07.24, 59201 6O68 09.11 Westbury Cement Works-
Crawley at 09.03, 59205/66615 6A77 12.26 Merehead-Theale at 13.21 
On 1st May 66799/66703 6G71 06.06 Heywood Road Jct-Westbury at 08.49, 59202 6O68 09.11 Westbury 
Cement Works-Crawley. On 7th 59005 6O68 09.11 Westbury Cement Works-Crawley at 09.02, 70806 
6M40 11.34 Westbury-Stud Farm, 59103 6B12 11.43 Merehead-Wootton Bassett at 12.26 
On 9th 56301+56103 6M18 16.13 Merehead-Willesden at 17.14 
On 23rd 59205 6O68 09.11 Westbury Cement Works-Crawley at 08.43, 70813 6M40 11.34 Westbury-Stud 
Farm. On 24th 66206+66148 6Z12 15.15 Westbury-Eastleigh Arlington at 15.10 
 
Fairwood Jct On 27th April 66792 6C20 08.50 East Somerset Jct-Westbury at 09.18 
On 28th 66569 6A70 14.08 Whatley-Dawley Loop at 14.29 
On 29th 59201 6T02 06.46 Merehead-Westbury Cement Works at 07.22, 59001 6B12 11.43 Merehead-
Wootton Bassett at 11.45 
On 30th 66418/59206 6A40 08.40 Merehead-Hanwell Bridge Loops at 09.15, 59204 6A60 10.50 
Merehead-Colnbrook at 11.40, 66510 6A70 14.08 Whatley-Dawley Loop at 14.20 
On 1st May 59202 6T02 06.46 Merehead-Westbury Cement Works at 07.43 
On 2nd 56301+56103 6Z60 10.34 Willesden-Merehead Quarry at 13.19 
On 7th 59103 6V97 05.00 Eastleigh Aggregates-Merehead at 07.28, 59202 6T02 06.46 Merehead-
Westbury Cement Works at 07.40, 66531 6A40 08.40 Merehead-Hanwell Bridge Loops at 09.17,  
66619 6A70 14.08 Whatley-Dawley Loop at 14.28 
On 8th 66531 6A40 08.40 Merehead-Hanwell Bridge Loops at 09.18, 66606+66517 6A50 10.26 Whatley-
Hanwell Bridge Loops at 10.55, 59202 6B12 11.43 Merehead-Wootton Bassett at 11.48, 66713+66310 
6G76 19.32 Westbury-St Budeaux Jct at 19.31 returning on 6G76 04.36 St Budeaux Jct-Westbury at 08.21  
On 9th 66606+66517 6A50 10.26 Whatley-Hanwell Bridge Loops at 10.59 
59104 6V97 05.00 Eastleigh Aggregates-Merehead at 11.53, 59205 6A60 10.50 Merehead-Colnbrook at 
12.31. On 10th 59001 6C47 13.10 Appleford-Whatley at 15.21 
On 16th 56301/103 6Z60 10.34 Willesden-Merehead at 13.43 then 6M18 16.13 Merehead-Willesden 17.44 
On 23rd 59203 6V98 04.36 Eastleigh Aggregates-Merehead at 06.54, 59205 6T02 06.45 Merehead-
Westbury Cement Works at 07.22, 66536 6A40 08.40 Merehead-Hanwell Bridge Loops at 09.16, 66531 
6A18 09.18 Whatley-Oxford Banbury Road via Newbury at 09.13 
 
Kingsland Road On 28th April 57314 3Z20 07.39 Kingsland Road-Cardiff Central at 07.39 
 
Kemble On 7th May 66659 6V15 18.58 Boston Sleaford Sidings-Swindon Stores at 06.35 



Bath Spa On 30th April 950001 2Q08 03.33 Bristol Kingsland Road-Plymouth via Whatley at 04.51 
On 7th May 67024 1V80 09.47 London Victoria-Bath at 13.10 returning to London Victoria at 15.56  
(Stock: 6313 99536 99532 99543 99543 99531 99535 99539 99546 99530 99541 99545) 
On 8th 66507 6C52 10.05 West Drayton-East Usk Yard at 13.08 
On 18th May 66032/66070 6W02 09.00 Gloucester Yard Jct-Westbury at 09.51, 66186 6W01 08.26 
Gloucester Yard Jct-Westbury at 09.44. On 23rd 60046 6V25 02.17 Wembley Yard-Bristol East at 05.12 
 
Chippenham On 29th April 70813 6M40 11.34 Westbury-Stud Farm at 12.03 
On 30th 70813 6M40 11.34 Westbury-Stud Farm at 12.07 
On 1st May 66418 6B12 11.43 Merehead-Wootton Bassett at 13.01 
 
Bridgwater On 7th May 68034+68004 6V74 02.00 Crewe-Bridgwater at 06.16 
On 22nd 68009/68018 6V74 01.29 Crewe-Bridgwater at 06.41 
 
Taunton On 28th April 57602 1A50 21.15 Penzance-Paddington at 01.34 (57602 later failed at Lavington 
and was later rescued by 57305 having been sent from Reading Traincare Depot. The service terminated 
at Reading at 05.46, 155 late) (Stock: 10563 10534 10532 10589 10601 10219 12142 17173) 
On 2nd May 43062/43013 1Q18 05.43 Reading Triangle Sidings-Paignton via Penzance at 07.48, then 
1Z18 15.39 Paignton-Taunton via Bristol East Yard at 16.47, then 1Q19 18.38 Taunton-Paddington at 
18.36 (Stock: 977984 975814 977993 975984 977994) 
On 7th 66849 6C41 20.30 Westbury-Westbury via Par at 21.28 and then on 8th 07.27 
On 17th 34046 “Braunton” +47593/57311 1Z74 16.35 Kingswear-Woking "English Riviera Express" 
(Stock: 17013 3045 3122 80044 3100 3148 3125 3107 1666 3140 3330 35451) 
On 17th May A fire near the tracks blocked the line between Taunton and Tiverton Parkway. The fire 
affected trains heading towards Exeter St David's. The incident affected services operated by Great 
Western Railway and Cross Country and lasted for almost two hours. 
On 18th 37518+37685 5Z68 09.34 Kingsland Road-Carnforth at 10.59 (Stock: 6310 3333 3345 80042 3314 
3397 3278 6724 5929 6024), 66524 6Y97 07.40 Probus Signal CL5884-Westbury at 12.18 
On 19th 57603/57312 5Z50 10.43 Penzance-Reading Traincare Depot at 14.21 (Stock: 10612 10532 
10534 10589 10601 10219 12142 17173) (Train failed in the Long Rock area the previous night) 
On 20th 47812+47802 5Z29 15.31 Laira TMD-Carnforth 17.27  
(Stock: 9527 49103 48110 48111 48112 48130 48149 48102 49104 6176) 
On 21st 70816 6C42 20.23 Westbury-Westbury via Exeter Riverside at 21.21 

Bristol Area Railtours and Visiting Excursions  (Provided in good faith but not guaranteed accurate!) 

Date Tour Destination Haulage Pick-up Fare Operator 
Wed 28 May Welsh Marches Shrewsbury Steam TM 09.10 £220 Saphos 
Sat 31 May Whistling Ghost Minehead Castle TM 11.16 £145 Vintage 
Sat 14 Jun Mazey Day Penzance D1015 TM 08.50 £129 Pathfinder 

 

Wed 28 May British Pullman Victoria-Salisbury-Bath 13.03/15.56 67 Belmond 
Fri 30 May Northern Belle TM 11.50-Newport-Cardiff 47/57 WCRC 
Wed 4 Jun British Pullman Victoria-Salisbury-Bath 13.03/15.56 67 Belmond 
Wed 18 Jun British Pullman Victoria-Salisbury-Bath 13.03/15.56 67 Belmond 
Thu 5 Jul British Pullman Victoria-Salisbury-Bath 13.03/15.56 67 Belmond 

Dates for your Diary 

Fri 20 June S&D Railway at Midsomer Norton – ‘The Wickham Wanderer’ 
From 6.00pm Jacky Newman will be serving Pimms on the platform  
From 6.30pm rides of the line in a Wickham Trolley @ £5 each. 
The Emporium & Museum should be open, and the Buffet will serve drinks & snacks. 

 
Tue 15 July Observation Day Nuneaton Ststion 
 
Fri 5 Sep ‘South Wales Railways in the 21st Century’ by Stuart Warr. 


