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Railway Name Website Contact Email Contact Phone 

Bluebell Railway The Bluebell Railway in 
Sussex - A heritage steam 
railway (bluebell-
railway.com) 

enquiries@bluebell-
railway.com 

01825 720800 

Isle of Wight Railway Isle of Wight Steam Railway 
– The 10 Mile Museum 
(iwsteamrailway.co.uk) 

info@iwsteamrailway.co.uk 
info@iwsteamrailway.co.uk 

01983 882204 

Kent & East Sussex 
Railway 

Kent & East Sussex Railway 
– Tenterden – Northiam – 
Bodiam (kesr.org.uk) 

enquiries@kesr.org.uk 01580 765155 

Watercress Railway Watercress Line - Heritage 
Steam Railway 

info@watercressline.co.uk 01962 733810 

Amberley Museum Amberley Museum  office@amberleymuseum.co.uk  01798 831370 

Hayling Light Railway 
Trust 

The Hayling Light Railway 
Trust 

haylinglightrail-
way@yahoo.com 

07902 446340 

Littlehampton Miniature 
Railway 

Home 
(littlehamptonminiaturerailw
ay.com) 

 01903 719876 

South Downs Light Rail-
way 

South Downs Light Railway info@south-downs-
railway.com 

07518 753784 

Stansted Park Light 
Railway 

Stansted Park Light Railway help@sp-lr.co.uk 02392 413 324 

What’s on for the Railway Enthusiast in March  
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What’s on for the Railway Enthusiast in March  

RailwayName StartDate EndDate EventText 

Hayling Light Railway 
Trust 

01/03/2024 31/03/2024 Operating days on Wednesday's, Saturday's 
& Sunday's 

Stansted Park Light 
Railway 

02/03/2024 30/10/2024 Running on Wednesday's and Saturday's 

South Downs Light 
Railway 

02/03/2024  Running commences - see website 

South Downs Light 
Railway 

03/03/2024  The South Downs Belle 

Kent & East Sussex 
Railway 

09/03/2024 10/02/2024 Trains start running 

Check website for details. 

South Downs Light 
Railway 

16/03/2024 17/03/2024 Narrow Gauge Gala 

Bluebell Railway 23/03/2024 24/03/2024 Bluey & Bingo at the Bluebell Railway. 

Bluebell Railway 23/03/2024 24/03/2024 Trains commence running for the General 
Public. 

Isle of Wight Railway 24/03/2024  Trains start running. See website for details 
and dates. 

South Downs Light 
Railway 

29/03/2024 30/03/2024 Easter event 

Littlehampton Miniature 
Railway 

29/03/2024 03/11/2024 Running days - see website. 

Watercress Railway 29/03/2024 01/04/2024 Easter Bunny train. 

Isle of Wight Railway 29/03/2024 12/04/2024 The Great Railway easter hunt 

Bluebell Railway 29/03/2024 31/03/2024 Mobile Farm at Kingscote 

Littlehampton Miniature 
Railway 

30/03/2024 31/03/2024 Steam days! 

John Barrowdale © recently 

submitted some images he 

took in Poland whilst on a 

LCGB trip in 1984, The tour 

took place between 9th and 

20th August. 

Left is a  “taster” of John’s 

images . More to follow  next 

month!! 

This image shows:- 

Px48 1734 0-8-0 (ng) near 

Umianowice on 15th August  
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May’s Miscellany: by Geoff May © 

WR 2-6-0 7337 and SR Light Pacific 34011 ’Tavistock’ await the start of a busy Summer 

Saturday on 4th August 1962 outside the small sub shed at Ilfracombe.  The WR 2-6-0 left later in 

the morning on a through train to Taunton whilst the SR Pacific took a through train to Waterloo 

as far as Exeter Central.  Between 0810 and 1225 that morning eight trains left the North Devon 

resort packed with returning holiday makers.  Truly an age that has passed!  

Southern Rail © - Planned disruption in the Coastway West area.- March 2024 

3/3/2024 

Engineering work is taking place between Brighton and Littlehampton, closing all lines. Buses will 

replace trains between Brighton and Worthing / Littlehampton. 

17/3/2024 

Engineering work is taking place between Horsham and Arundel, closing all lines. 

Trains between London Victoria and Littlehampton / Portsmouth Harbour will run to an amended 

timetable. A portion of coaches will split at Worthing to run to / from Portsmouth Harbour. Rail 

replacement buses will run between Horsham and Barnham / Littlehampton. 

18-22/3/2024 

Engineering work is taking place overnight between Hove and Angmering, closing some lines. 

From approximately 23:45 until 04:00 each morning, trains between London Victoria and 

Worthing will be diverted and run to Brighton. 

Buses will replace trains between Brighton and Worthing / West Worthing. 

Additionally, the 22:40 Portsmouth to Brighton will depart Littlehampton earlier at 23:33 only 

calling at Worthing, Shoreham-by-Sea, Hove and Brighton. A replacement bus will run from 

Littlehampton, departing at 23:46, to Brighton calling at intermediate stations. 

Please Note: This list is not exhaustive and may be subject to changes and additions 

https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/travel-information/engineering-works-explained/
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/travel-information/engineering-works-explained/
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/travel-information/engineering-works-explained/
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It was about six months ago Charles Burns passed away. I interviewed him for my second 
Hayling Billy film covering events post closure of the Hayling line. We see him talking about the 
Hayling Billy Light Railway Society that planned to run trams on the old line, becoming its 
secretary at the age of 17. Charles spent a great deal of his life right up to his death involved in all 
things transport and was nearly always found at council meetings, talks and discussions exploring 
methods of improving the movement of people. After his death his wife passed to me all the 
Hayling Light Railway Society (HLRS) paperwork surrounding the negotiations with all parties 
involved in the saving of the line, including leaflets and membership applications. 

 

Charles was also a member of the Hampshire Narrow Gauge Society (HNGS) that planned to run 
trains on the Bishops Waltham to Botley line. Amongst the paperwork were five of the their 
magazines which explains there aims and how the project was progressing, but there is no 
information about what happened after 1967? Both the HLRS and HNGS items make for some 
very interesting reading, so I will provide a few details from both and more another time.  

 

I see no point in repeating most of what we know about the HLRS, so I will just concentrate on 
what I believe are the lesser known facts. Did you know the ‘Society’ intended to buy an A1X, as 
BR were selling several stored at Eastleigh for £750 each. This is when operation ‘Billyback’ was 
born, probably during late 1963, with the intention of raising enough money to buy one of these 
engines. Looking through the letters it seems that a ‘Society’ member had bought 32646 and was 
waiting for the ‘Terrier’ fund to raise £500. With the money not forthcoming and HLRS aspirations 
looking doubtful and BR wanting the engine moved the owner decided to sell the terrier. He had 
found a buyer ‘elsewhere in the country’, but ‘it would be a long job as he wanted to go through 
the legal side first’. Should that fall through the terrier would be sold to a scrap dealer and one 
had been found. The owner of the Terrier was reimbursed by BR and the engine as we know was 
then purchased by Charles Sadler Probyn Ashby again for £750 and taken to his base at 
Droxford Station. It seems the terrier saga did not go down too well with HLRS members, 
especially as the £500 had been raised. 

 

In a letter from AAF Bell, he felt it would be ‘a great catastrophe’ if the Terrier was scrapped’ and 
the idea of purchasing an industrial locomotive ‘was unprintable’! 

 

The failure of the HLRS then turned to the IOW where the ‘Vectrail Society’ was formed in 1964 
and naturally Charles was a member. They had plans to run Mr Ashby’s Pacerailer, with a 
prototype appearing briefly on a short length of track at Ryde airport when the Island held its 
Industries Fair in 1967. 

 

We now return to the Hampshire Narrow Gauge Society, who were based at Bishops Waltham. 
Please see their handout. I have five of their magazines from October 1964 – winter 1966. Each 
one contains articles about the lines progress, clearing overgrowth, engine purchases and a 
technical article on the working of a steam locomotive. One of the engines they planned to use 
was ‘Wendy’, a locomotive that has travelled widely around the country.   There are also a couple 
of articles that may be of interest and I add one here where a Mr Reed recalls his memory of 
travelling on the line. 

 

Editor’s Note: The following pages contain reproductions of some of the Railway related items 
Alan was given by  Mrs. Burns 

The Railway interests of Charles Burns by Alan Wallbank © 
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Charles Burns:  The Hampshire Narrow Gauge Railway Society - Introduction Page 1 
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Charles Burns:  The Hampshire Narrow Gauge Railway Society - Introduction Page 2 
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Charles Burns:  The Hampshire Narrow Gauge Railway Society - Cover Page 
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Charles Burns:  The Hampshire Narrow Gauge Railway Society -  Page 2 
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Charles Burns:  The Hampshire Narrow Gauge Railway Society -  Page 3 
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Charles Burns:  The Hampshire Narrow Gauge Railway Society -  Page 4 
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Charles Burns:  The Hayling Light Railway Society - Introduction Page 1 
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Charles Burns:  The Hayling Light Railway Society - Introduction Page 2 
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Charles Burns:  The Hayling Light Railway Society - Introduction Page 3 
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Charles Burns:  Additional material ! 

Left: An information document 

setting out the aims of the Isle  of 

Wight Vectrail Society. 

Above: Charles Burns’ Membership 

card for the Hayling Light Railway 

Society 

 

 

 

Right: An advertising leaflet for a 

meeting to discuss the future use of 

the Hayling Railway land. 
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Following Customer feedback, we are pleased to share our new and improved timetable and 
from 2 June this year, our West Coastway customers will benefit from:  

Faster regional journeys, such as between Brighton, Chichester and Southampton, designed to 
beat the road network.   

New half hourly services between Brighton and Southampton.  

New half hourly services between London, Gatwick and Portsmouth Harbour, improving 
connections to local ferries and destinations.   

Retained hourly services between Brighton and Portsmouth following public engagement.  

Double the space and frequency on the busy route between Brighton and Worthing, with trains 
doubling from two to four per hour all day.  

Improved service reliability through more robust turnaround times at destinations, reducing the 
likelihood that customers will be affected by delays earlier in the day.  

More even departure times, where trains depart at the same times each hour and at even 
intervals.  

  

Full details on the new timetable, the outcome of the engagement process and an explanation of 
changes we were - and were not - able to make as a result of customer and stakeholder 
feedback is available on our website: www.southernrailway.com/westcoastway  

  

The revised timetable will be available in Journey Planners from 11 March. Please visit the 
Southern website or National Rail Enquiries to check the times of your trains.   

Southern Rail News 
Coastway (West) timetable changes from 2nd June 2024 

Charles Burns:  Additional material ! 

Right: A letter header for 

“The Hayling ‘Terrier’ Fund 

http://www.southernrailway.com/westcoastway
https://www.southernrailway.com/?gclid=CjwKCAjw-vmkBhBMEiwAlrMeF-igpb-gNyGPyjr-08VwCQFD1n011C783fwpHxELmh9u40RwJdSYKxoChfcQAvD_BwE
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/travel-information/bank-holiday-information-thameslink/
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An announcement from Transport for London (TfL) © 

As part of a new project to make travel on the London Overground simpler and easier for 
customers, we’re naming each of the six lines. We aim to make the changes by the end of 
2024. 

The new names are a unique opportunity to honour and celebrate London’s many historic 
locations and stories in the public realm. 

Editor’s Note: The above text is from the TfL website. 

Click Naming the London Overground Lines  - Made by TfL blog  see the full article follow  

https://madeby.tfl.gov.uk/2024/02/15/overground_line_names/?intcmp=75213

