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Additional Proof Readers:  Geoff Adams, Geoff  May 

& John Barrowdale 

Front Cover by Roger Sandford É 

Clan Line at St Denys on 26 April 2025 

 

Contributors: Adrian Willats, 

John Barrowdale,  Geoff May, 

Richard Rickard, Roger Sandford, 

Joe Whicher 

wŀƛƭǿŀȅ bŀƳŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ 9Ƴŀƛƭ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ tƘƻƴŜ 

Bluebell Railway Bluebell Railway Web 
site 

Bluebell E-Mail Contact 01825 720800 

Isle of Wight Railway IOW-SR Website IOW Steam Railway Email 01983 882204 

Kent & East Sussex 
Railway (K&ESR) 

K&ESR Website enquiries@kesr.org.uk 01580 765155 

Watercress Railway 
(WR) 

Watercress Website info@watercressline.co.uk 01962 733810 

Amberley Museum Amberley Museum  office@amberleymuseum.co.uk  01798 831370 

Hayling Light Rail-
way Trust (HLRT) 

HLRT Website haylinglightrailway@yahoo.com 07902 446340 

Littlehampton Minia-
ture Railway (LMR) 

LMR Website  01903 719876 

South Downs Light 
Railway 

South Downs Light 
Railway 

info@south-downs-railway.com 07518 753784 

Stansted Park Light 
Railway 

Stansted Park Light 
Railway 

help@sp-lr.co.uk 02392 413 324 

Whatôs on for the Railway Enthusiast in June 

Broad Street Station 

The Editor writes :-

Following Adrian Wrightôs 

splendid presentation in 

April to Chichester,RCTS 

on the North London 

Line , Adrian Willlats has 

forwarded some images 

he took at Broad Street 

Station in 1982. 

For a starter (no pun 

intended!),  here is 

Adrianôs image of the 

Broad Street Signal box. 

More images to follow 

next month!! 

https://www.bluebell-railway.com/brps/
https://www.bluebell-railway.com/brps/
mailto:enquiries@bluebell-railway.com
https://iwsteamrailway.co.uk/
mailto:info@iwsteamrailway.co.uk
https://kesr.org.uk/
mailto:enquiries@kesr.org.uk
https://watercressline.co.uk/
mailto:info@watercressline.co.uk
http://www.amberleymuseum.co.uk
mailto:office@amberleymuseum.co.uk
https://haylinglightrailway.wixsite.com/ehlr/hlrt
mailto:haylinglightrailway@yahoo.com
https://www.littlehamptonminiaturerailway.com/
https://www.south-downs-railway.com/
https://www.south-downs-railway.com/
mailto:info@south-downs-railway.com
https://sp-lr.co.uk/
https://sp-lr.co.uk/
mailto:help@sp-lr.co.uk
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wŀƛƭǿŀȅ {ǘŀǊǘ 5ŀǘŜ 9ƴŘ 5ŀǘŜ 9ǾŜƴǘ 

{ǘŀƴǎǘŜŘ tŀǊƪ [ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лмκлоκнлнр нфκмлκнлнр wǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅϥǎ ŀƴŘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅϥǎ 

IŀȅƭƛƴƎ [ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ лмκлпκнлнр олκлфκнлнр {ǳƳƳŜǊ ¢ƛƳŜǘŀōƭŜ - ό{ŜŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎύ 

[ƛǧƭŜƘŀƳǇǘƻƴ aƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ 
wŀƛƭǿŀȅ 

лрκлпκнлнр лнκммκнлнр {ǳƳƳŜǊ ¢ƛƳŜǘŀōƭŜ - ό{ŜŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΦύ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нрκлпκнлнр мрκммκнлнр CƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛǇǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊ ¢Ǌŀƛƴǎ - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŘŀǘŜǎ - {ŜŜ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нрκлпκнлнр мтκлтκнлнр ²ŜŀƭŘŜƴ wŀƳōƭŜǊ !ƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ¢Ŝŀ - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ 5ŀǘŜǎ - 
{ŜŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нтκлпκнлнр нтκлсκнлнр DƻƭŘŜƴ !ǊǊƻǿ [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ нлнр - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ 5ŀǘŜǎ - 
{ŜŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лоκлрκнлнр лмκммκнлнр .ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ¸ŀǊŘ ±ƛǎƛǘǎ - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ 5ŀǘŜǎ - {ŜŜ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ноκлрκнлнр лтκммκнлнр tƛŜ ŀƴŘ aŀǎƘ {ǳǇǇŜǊ ¢Ǌŀƛƴǎ - ноκр ŀƴŘ тκмм ƻƴƭȅ 

²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нпκлрκнлнр лмκлсκнлнр ! Řŀȅ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΗ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нфκлрκнлнр лмκлсκнлнр Wŀȅ aƛƭƭŜǊΩǎ /ƛǊŎǳǎ 

LǎƭŜ ƻŦ ²ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лмκлсκнлнр  {ǳƳƳŜǊ /ƛŘŜǊ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ 

{ƻǳǘƘ 5ƻǿƴǎ [ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лмκлсκнлнр  {ƻǳǘƘ 5ƻǿƴǎ .ŜƭƭŜ 

YŜƴǘ ϧ 9ŀǎǘ {ǳǎǎŜȄ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лмκлсκнлнр  WǳƴƛƻǊ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ 

YŜƴǘ ϧ 9ŀǎǘ {ǳǎǎŜȄ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лсκлсκнлнр лтκлсκнлнр /!aw! wŜŀƭ !ƭŜ ϧ /ƛŘŜǊ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ нлнр 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лтκлсκнлнр  {ǳƴǎŜǘ hōǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ wƛŘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DƻƭŘŜƴ !ǊǊƻǿ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лтκлсκнлнр луκлсκнлнр 5ƛƴƻǎŀǳǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ 

LǎƭŜ ƻŦ ²ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ мпκлсκнлнр мрκлсκнлнр ! ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ Dƛƴ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜŀƳΗ 

!ƳōŜǊƭŜȅ aǳǎŜǳƳ мпκлсκнлнр мрκлсκнлнр 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ CŀǘƘŜǊǎΩ 5ŀȅ όмрǘƘύ 9ǾŜƴǘ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ мпκлсκнлнр мрκлсκнлнр ¢ƘŜ DǊǳũŀƭƻ 

²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ мпκлсκнлнр мрκлсκнлнр wŜǘǊƻ ²ƘŜŜƭǎ ϧ wŀƛƭǎ 

{ƻǳǘƘ 5ƻǿƴǎ [ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ мрκлсκнлнр  CŀǘƘŜǊϥǎ 5ŀȅ 

YŜƴǘ ϧ 9ŀǎǘ {ǳǎǎŜȄ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нмκлсκнлнр ннκлсκнлнр ¢ǊŀŎǝƻƴ 9ƴƎƛƴŜ 5ƛǎǇƭŀȅ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ннκлсκнлнр  [ŀƴŘ wƻǾŜǊ 5ŀȅ 

²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нуκлсκнлнр нфκлсκнлнр IŜȅ 5ǳƎƎŜŜ aŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ DǊŜŜǘ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нуκлсκнлнр нфκлсκнлнр aƻŘŜƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘ 

YŜƴǘ ϧ 9ŀǎǘ {ǳǎǎŜȄ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нуκлсκнлнр  {ǘŜŀƳtǳƴƪ ϧ aƛȄƻƭƻƎȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ 

{ƻǳǘƘ 5ƻǿƴǎ [ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нфκлсκнлнр  ¢ǿƻ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ 5ŀȅ 

Whatôs on for the Railway Enthusiast in June 
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Southern & Local Engineering Works - March 2025 

Some Engineering works likely to affect 

journeys in our area. 

For the latest updates on Engineering work please follow the link below :- 

Planned Changes to Train Times | Southern Railway 

Start Date End Date   

2/6/2025 6/6/2025 Monday to Thursday: The 22:35 London Victoria to Chichester 
train will terminate at Barnham. A rail replacement bus will run from 
Barnham to Chichester. 

The 23:15 Barnham to Bognor Regis train will not run. You should 
instead travel on the 23:45 Barnham to Bognor Regis train. 

The 23:45 Portsmouth Harbour to Bognor Regis train will be 
diverted to terminate at Littlehampton. A replacement bus will run 
from Barnham to Bognor Regis. 

Tuesday to Friday: 

The 04:55 Chichester to Brighton train will start from Barnham. A 
connecting with bus will depart earlier from Chichester to connect 
with the train. 

8/6/2025  All day on Sunday, buses will replace trains between Southampton 
Central and Havant. 

Trains between Southampton Central and Brighton will be diverted 
to run between Brighton and Portsmouth & Southsea. 

22/6/2025  All day on Sunday, buses will replace trains between Southampton 
Central and Havant. 

Trains between Southampton Central and Brighton will be diverted 
to run between Brighton and Portsmouth & Southsea. 

29/6/2025  Engineering work is taking place between Three Bridges and 
Billingshurst, closing all lines. 

All day on Sunday, buses will replace trains between Three Bridges 
and Horsham / Billingshurst. 

Trains between London Victoria and Portsmouth Harbour will be 
diverted via Hove. Trains to / from Bognor Regis will run between 
Billingshurst and Bognor Regis only. 

https://www.southernrailway.com/travel-information/plan-your-journey/planned-engineering-work
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/travel-information/engineering-works-explained/
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41 Years of Mid Hants Railway Footplate Crew by John Barrowdale É 

Part 6 

I found in life that you only come to appreciate the work of your last grade when you move up to 

the next and this applied with footplate work. I was allocated with a driver who on the footplate 

was ok with me but off the footplate he barely acknowledged me and a good afternoon towards 

him when working in the yard at Ropley was greeted with a complete blank. I also suggested to 

him that as he lived in Clanfield we could come up together and share transport and save on 

petrol costs, but to no avail. I put the downside of my negative experiences as a third man into 

practice with my trainees. If they were complete novices, I obviously had to take them through 

all the steps of the job, but I was as patient as I could be and let them do as much work as was 

reasonably possible. With trainees who had come to me from other crews, I tended to let them 

get on with it as best I could and tried hard not to take the shovel off them if they got into 

difficulties but sometimes it was unavoidable. I made suggestions where I felt they were going 

wrong or wait until we got to M & FMs station as long as the water in the boiler was covering 

the firebox crown well and there was a reasonable amount of boiler pressure. I then said look 

inside the firebox when we stopped and tell me what you think is wrong with the fire which 

caused us not to arrive in ideal conditions. Usually, they spotted the cause and would say the 

left side is a bit thin on coal or there is a hole in the grate Ĳ of the way down or perhaps the 

right-hand back corner has burnt through too much. I would then say repair the damage with 

well-aimed coal and remember what you learnt there for the next time. I felt this method worked 

well and years later many of my trainees commented on the way I did it as they felt they learnt 

well by it. By the end of 2001 I felt that my relationship with my driver outside the footplate was 

no better and asked to move to a new crew. Two things I learnt afterwards was that I was not 

the only one he blanked as it was common behaviour on his part and secondly, I heard he was 

quite disappointed that I had asked for a move much to my surprise. During 2001 I had been 

out with various drivers on mid-week turns sometimes on my own and sometimes with a trainee 

so plenty of variety and getting use to other peopleôs methods. If a driver was not happy with an 

aspect of how I or the trainee was doing, I never argued as he was in charge of the engine, but 

these occasions were rare and often you picked up good advice. 

In 2002 I fell on my feet with my new crew as I was teamed up with driver Nigel Stinchcombe 

(known as Stinch throughout the railway) and third man John Sowerby (known as Russian John 

from his day job as a Russian to English translator). He had a knowledge of other languages as 

well. I always remember the look on the faces of two Ukrainian teachers on a school trip with a 

party of senior school pupils from Ukraine when they came up to the engine with a member of 

the Alton station staff to see if they could visit the footplate. They stood back in amazement 

when John started speaking in fluent Russian to them. I found John very able on the footplate 

and considered him worthy to be a fireman, however there was one big problem that prevented 

this. He was colour blind so could not call signals out. Our fixed crew were together until well 

into 2005 and we got on like a house on fire or perhaps a firebox on fire! Obviously sometimes 

due to holidays we had a change of a crew member plus there were still mid-week turns to be 

filled by who was ever available so we all experienced other crew situations. Stinch was a MOD 

Police Sergeant when I first joined his crew and later became an inspector and is due to retire 

in 2025. All the time I have known him he commutes from Braintree in Essex to carry out his 
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MHR driver duties. Thatôs dedication for you. In 2005 further crew changes happened and I 

came off Stinchôs crew which was sad as I lost both him and John but fell on my feet again as I 

was teamed up with Neil Cox, a lovely guy from Southampton whose day job was running a 

yacht rigging company. Trainees/third men continually changed now and I ended up training a 

large number of them several of whom are now drivers on the MHR. 

In March 2006 I was able to retire early, 3 months before my 54th birthday from the day job after 

37 years working for HMIT which became HMRC in my final year. About August that year I had a 

phone call from Bob Allen the MHR Engineering Officer asking me if I would like to instruct firing 

on MHR Footplate experiences. Most of these were manned by a regular driver Mike Burke and 

either fireman Tony Wood or Graham Varney owing to most MHR footplate staff not wanting to 

go out with complete novices for just a day or a half day depending on whether they were 

advanced or introductory footplate experiences. I thought about it quickly and said I suppose so 

with a bit of doubt coming over, which Bob picked up on. He then said you do get paid Ã50 a 

day. óPaidô I said back. That has to be one of the best kept secrets on the MHR and I was 

surprised that others still were not interested in doing it. Bear in mind that is Ã50 for a 10 to 10 

1/2-hour day, but better than nothing and would help my civil service pension go further. I said 

ñYes pleaseò to Bob and I ended up doing the footplate experiences from that year to 2019 when 

Covid put paid to them in early 2020. 

I found these duties most enjoyable and it was lovely to pass on my knowledge and the 

enjoyment of my hobby to others and be paid to do it into the bargain. The season for these 

experiences went from March to October and would involve a duty once or twice a month, as a 

few more staff joined our numbers. By the 20 teens there were about 5 regular drivers and 4 

firemen doing these turns. 

Part 7 will go into more detail about these turns and the various incidents that happened. 

41 Years of Mid Hants Railway Footplate Crew by John Barrowdale É 

Part 6 Continued. 

Adams designed LSWR 

T3 4-4-0 No 563 at Ropley 

on the 12.26 from Alresford 

Freight on the 26/04/25 

No. 563 was built in 1893 at 

Nine Elms and was the last T3 

to be in service . It was 

withdrawn in 1945 but luckily 

was eventually incorporated 

into the  National Collection. 

The T3 is now owned by the 

Swanage Railway Trust 

Image by John Barrowdale É 
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John writes :- 

I was down firing this locomotive at Woody Bay on the restored part of the Lynton & Barnstaple 
Railway from 5th to 7th of May. 

It is a Bagnall (Stafford) built locomotive of 1945 built for the Tongaat Sugar Co of South Africa 
and returned to he UK in 1993. After having several owners it was returned to steam in 2014 and 
after a boiler inspection in April 2017 it was found to have very thin boiler plate and was 
withdrawn from service. 

A group of L & B members purchased him and in recent years he was restored to working order 
after buying a new marine boiler to replace the earlier one and steamed again in August 2024. 

There were a lot of teething problems last year and he did not steam well, but this has been 
resolved by altering the brick arch and air flow. He was originally named 'Charles Whytock' a 
director of the sugar company and ran under that name at Woody Bay from 2014 to 2016 in 
green livery. He has since been repainted in maroon livery and named after 'Sir George Newnes' 
who pushed for the building of the Lynton & Barnstaple Railway which opened in 1898. 

John Barrowdaleôs other Railway Firing job! 


