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Watercress Line Operations Manager Richard Bentley's talk covers the 

development of the Diesel Electric Multiple Unit (DEMU) by the Southern 

Region, the link between them and the Mid Hants route (1957 to 1973), and 

the history of the Watercress Line own unit 1125 which worked some of the 

services on the last day of BR operation.  

http://www.rcts.org.uk
mailto:chichester@rcts.org.uk
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wŀƛƭǿŀȅ bŀƳŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ 9Ƴŀƛƭ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ tƘƻƴŜ 

Bluebell Railway Bluebell Railway Web 
site 

Bluebell E-Mail Contact 01825 720800 

Isle of Wight Railway IOW-SR Website IOW Steam Railway Email 01983 882204 

Kent & East Sussex K&ESR Website enquiries@kesr.org.uk 01580 765155 

Watercress Railway Watercress Website info@watercressline.co.uk 01962 733810 

Amberley Museum Amberley Museum  office@amberleymuseum.co.uk  01798 831370 

Hayling Light Rail-HLRT Website haylinglightrailway@yahoo.com 07902 446340 

Littlehampton Minia-LMR Website  01903 719876 

South Downs Light South Downs Light info@south-downs-railway.com 07518 753784 

Stansted Park Light Stansted Park Light help@sp-lr.co.uk 02392 413 324 

Whatôs on for the Railway Enthusiast in September 

 

RCTS Chichester Meeting Wednesday 17th December 2025 

Chichester Branch AGM will be convened at our December meeting. 

Following the official business we will be holding a members photo event. If you 

would like to be considered for a short presentation or require further information 

please contact us by email chichester@rcts.org.uk with brief details of what you 

would propose to show to our audience. 

All emails will be acknowledged. 

https://www.bluebell-railway.com/brps/
https://www.bluebell-railway.com/brps/
mailto:enquiries@bluebell-railway.com
https://iwsteamrailway.co.uk/
mailto:info@iwsteamrailway.co.uk
https://kesr.org.uk/
mailto:enquiries@kesr.org.uk
https://watercressline.co.uk/
mailto:info@watercressline.co.uk
http://www.amberleymuseum.co.uk
mailto:office@amberleymuseum.co.uk
https://haylinglightrailway.wixsite.com/ehlr/hlrt
mailto:haylinglightrailway@yahoo.com
https://www.littlehamptonminiaturerailway.com/
https://www.south-downs-railway.com/
mailto:info@south-downs-railway.com
https://sp-lr.co.uk/
mailto:help@sp-lr.co.uk
mailto:chichester@rcts.org.uk
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wŀƛƭǿŀȅ {ǘŀǊǘ 5ŀǘŜ 9ƴŘ 5ŀǘŜ 9ǾŜƴǘ 

{ǘŀƴǎǘŜŘ tŀǊƪ [ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лмκлоκнлнр нфκмлκнлнр wǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅϥǎ ŀƴŘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅϥǎ 

IŀȅƭƛƴƎ [ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ лмκлпκнлнр олκлфκнлнр {ǳƳƳŜǊ ¢ƛƳŜǘŀōƭŜ - ό{ŜŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎύ 

[ƛǧƭŜƘŀƳǇǘƻƴ aƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ 
wŀƛƭǿŀȅ 

лрκлпκнлнр лнκммκнлнр {ǳƳƳŜǊ ¢ƛƳŜǘŀōƭŜ - ό{ŜŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΦύ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нрκлпκнлнр мрκммκнлнр CƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛǇǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊ ¢Ǌŀƛƴǎ - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŘŀǘŜǎ - {ŜŜ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нрκлпκнлнр нрκмлκнлнр ²ŜŀƭŘŜƴ wŀƳōƭŜǊ !ƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ¢Ŝŀ - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ 5ŀǘŜǎ - 
{ŜŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нтκлпκнлнр мсκммκнлнр DƻƭŘŜƴ !ǊǊƻǿ [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ нлнр - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ 5ŀǘŜǎ - 
{ŜŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лоκлрκнлнр лмκммκнлнр .ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ¸ŀǊŘ ±ƛǎƛǘǎ - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ 5ŀǘŜǎ - {ŜŜ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ноκлрκнлнр лтκммκнлнр tƛŜ ŀƴŘ aŀǎƘ {ǳǇǇŜǊ ¢Ǌŀƛƴǎ - ноκр ŀƴŘ тκмм ƻƴƭȅ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нрκлтκнлнр лрκмнκнлнр aǳǊŘŜǊ aȅǎǘŜǊȅ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ .ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ 

²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ мсκлуκнлнр лмκммκнлнр w!¢ όwŜŀƭ !ƭŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƴǎύ - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŘŀǘŜǎ - {ŜŜ 
²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ мсκлуκнлнр нрκмлκнлнр ¢ƘŜ ²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ .ŜƭƭŜ - CƛƴŜ 5ƛƴƛƴƎ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ 
5ŀǘŜǎΥ {ŜŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ олκлуκнлнр лмκммκнлнр aǳǊŘŜǊ aȅǎǘŜǊȅ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎǎ - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ 5ŀǘŜǎ - {ŜŜ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 

²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ омκлуκнлнр лнκммκнлнр ¢ƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ ²ŜǎǎŜȄ CƛƴŜ 5ƛƴƛƴƎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ [ǳƴŎƘ - 
±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŘŀǘŜǎΥ {ŜŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лоκлфκнлнр мсκмлκнлнр /ǊŜŀƳ ¢Ŝŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŘŀǘŜǎΥ {ŜŜ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лрκлфκнлнр лтκлфκнлнр 5ƛŜǎŜƭ Dŀƭŀ 

LǎƭŜ ƻŦ ²ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лсκлфκнлнр лтκлфκнлнр /ƛŘŜǊ ϧ /ƘŜŜǎŜ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ 

YŜƴǘ ϧ 9ŀǎǘ {ǳǎǎŜȄ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лсκлфκнлнр лтκлфκнлнр /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ CŀƛǊ !ǘ ¢ŜƴǘŜǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ .ƻŘƛŀƳ {ǘŀǝƻƴǎ 

{ƻǳǘƘ 5ƻǿƴǎ [ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лтκлфκнлнр  {ƻǳǘƘ 5ƻǿƴǎ .ŜƭƭŜ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ мнκлфκнлнр нпκмлκнлнр 5ƛŜǎŜƭ CƻƻǘǇƭŀǘŜ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ς ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀǎǎ тоΗ 
±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ 5ŀǘŜǎ - {ŜŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ моκлфκнлнр мпκлфκнлнр 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ hǇŜƴ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘ 

!ƳōŜǊƭŜȅ aǳǎŜǳƳ моκлфκнлнр мпκлфκнлнр aƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ {ǘŜŀƳ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ мфκлфκнлнр нмκлфκнлнр .ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ .ŜŜǊ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ 

²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нлκлфκнлнр  ¢ƘŜ ²ƛƴŜ [ƛƴŜ 

YŜƴǘ ϧ 9ŀǎǘ {ǳǎǎŜȄ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нмκлфκнлнр  {ǘŀǝƻƴŀǊȅ 9ƴƎƛƴŜǎ 

!ƳōŜǊƭŜȅ aǳǎŜǳƳ нмκлфκнлнр  !ǳǘǳƳƴ .ǳǎ {Ƙƻǿ 

²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нтκлфκнлнр нуκлфκнлнр ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ ϧ DǊƻƳƛǘ tǊŜǎŜƴǘ /ǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ IƻōōƛŜǎ 

{ƻǳǘƘ 5ƻǿƴǎ [ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нтκлфκнлнр нуκлфκнлнр 9ƴŘ ƻŦ {Ŝŀǎƻƴ Dŀƭŀ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нуκлфκнлнр  ¢ǊŀƛƴƳŀǎǘŜǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tƭŀȅ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ {ƘŜŶŜƭŘ 
tŀǊƪ 

Whatôs on for the Railway Enthusiast in September 
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Southern & Local Engineering Works - September 2025 

Some Engineering works likely to affect 

journeys in our area. 

For the latest updates on Engineering work please follow the link below :- 

Planned Changes to Train Times | Southern Railway 

Start Date End Date   

7/9/2025  All day on Sunday, buses will replace trains between Havant and 
Portsmouth Harbour. Journey times will be increased when using 
replacement buses. 

Check before you travel: 

7/9/2025  From the start of service until approximately 07:00, Southern trains 
between London Victoria and Brighton will be diverted, and will 
instead run between London Bridge and Brighton. These trains will 
not call at Clapham Junction. 

Until approximately 08:45, trains to London Victoria will not call at 
Battersea Park. You should instead travel to Clapham Junction, 
then from Clapham Junction to London Victoria to complete your 
journey. Trains from London Victoria will call at Battersea Park as 
usual. 

Until approximately 06:30, replacement bus services will run 
between London Victoria and Clapham Junction, between Clapham 
Junction and East Croydon, and between London Victoria and 
London Bridge. 

Check before you travel: 

15/9/2025 18/9/2025 Engineering work is taking place between Brighton and West 
Worthing, closing all lines overnight from Monday evening until 
Friday morning. 

From 23:30 until the end of service each night, buses will replace 
trains between Brighton and Worthing / West Worthing. 

Additionally: 

¶ The 22:20 Southampton Central to Brighton train will not call at 
Southwick or Portslade. A replacement bus will run from 
Worthing to Brighton calling at these stations 

¶ The 22:52 Portsmouth Harbour to Brighton train will terminate at 
Littlehampton. A replacement bus will run from Littlehampton to 
Brighton, departing at 23:53 and calling at all stations 

Check before you travel: 

https://www.southernrailway.com/travel-information/plan-your-journey/planned-engineering-work
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/travel-information/engineering-works-explained/
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20/9/2025 21/9/2025 On Saturday and Sunday, no Southern services will run to / 
from London Victoria. 

Saturday: 

Replacement buses will run between Clapham Junction and 
Balham, calling at Wandsworth Common. 

Trains will run to an amended timetable between Balham and West 
Croydon via Crystal Palace and Norwood Junction, and between 
Balham and Epsom Downs via Selhurst and West Croydon. 

Trains to / from Uckfield will only run between East Croydon and 
Uckfield. 

No trains will run between London Bridge and Beckenham Junction. 

Sunday: 

Replacement buses will run between Clapham Junction and 
Streatham Common, calling at Wandsworth Common and Balham. 

Trains will run to an amended timetable between Streatham Hill and 
West Croydon via Crystal Palace and Norwood Junction, and 
between Selhurst and Epsom Downs via West Croydon. 

Saturday and Sunday: 

Trains to / from Brighton / Eastbourne / Ore / Littlehampton / 
Portsmouth Harbour / East Grinstead will be diverted to operate to / 
from London Bridge, and will run to an amended timetable with 
some extended journey times. 

Trains to / from Horsham / Dorking will also run to / from London 
Bridge, running non-stop between Mitcham Eastfields and London 
Bridge. Trains will run to an amended timetable between London 
Bridge and Caterham / Tattenham Corner via Tulse Hill. 

Trains between London Bridge and London Victoria via Sydenham 
and Crystal Palace will not run. 

No direct services will operate between London and Reigate. Trains 
will be amended to run between Reigate and Redhill only. You 
should use alternative trains between Redhill and London. 

No Southern trains will call at stations between London Bridge and 
East Croydon via Sydenham. 

No trains will run between East Croydon / Clapham Junction and 
Watford Junction. 

Southern & Local Engineering Works - September 2025 

Some Engineering works likely to affect 

journeys in our area. 
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Mayôs Miscellany: by Geoff May É 

Southern & Local Engineering Works - September 2025 

Some Engineering works likely to affect 

journeys in our area. 

27/9/2025 28/9/2025 Buses will replace trains between: 

¶ Chichester and Havant 

¶ Chichester and Portsmouth Harbour 

¶ Havant and Southampton Central 

Check before you travel: 

Stanier Class 4MT 2-6-4T 42616 awaits departure from Birkenhead Woodside on 28th August 

1966 with a through train for Paddington via Chester, a service that lasted until March 1967. This 

grandiose terminus was opened in 1878 but was closed in November 1967 and although a listed 

building, was sadly demolished less than a year later.  
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From the Chair 

We are about to enter the 19th season of meetings held in Chichester as part of the RCTS 

network of branches. Richard Bentley the Operations Manager at the Watercress Line is our 

guest on 24 September, details at the front of this Newsletter 

We are looking forward to the future and your thoughts and suggestions for future meeting 

speakers are always welcome, together with other activity suggestions. We are currently 

looking at a couple of outdoor visits which if our endeavours are successful we will advise of 

how you can participate in due course. 

It is a small but ageing dedicated team who keep the branch active and, for a variety of 

reasons, are having to re-evaluate their own future involvement. We are looking for helpful 

volunteers to assist in the following activities. 

Newsletter Editor 

Previous appeals for a Newsletter editor have been unsuccessful. The current editor is 

standing down at the end of this year.    As previously advised the editor is not expected to 

write articles etc. themselves, although they would be welcome to do so. The requirement is 

to compile and format the Newsletter each month ready for circulation, which will be actioned 

elsewhere. Help and support in the process is available.  

Committee Treasurer Post 

Our current treasurer will be standing for re-election at the December 2025 AGM but this will 

be his final year having completed 13 years of loyal service to the branch in this role. This is 

an ideal opportunity for somebody to join the committee, shadow and assist in this role before 

taking full responsibility in December 2026. There is no expectation a new treasurer would 

serve the branch for such a lengthy period as previously. As with all we do help and 

assistance is close at hand. 

Meeting Thanks and Report Review 

Join the team who thank the speaker at the end of their meeting presentation and write a 

200/250 word review of the meeting. This would be on a rota basis and probably only be 

be required once a year. The appropriate date and speaker agreed and arranged in advance. 

Attending a pre Meeting Meal with our Guest Speaker 

We normally host a meal for our guest speaker at the Nagôs Head in St Pancras at 17:15, a 

short walk from the Bassil Shippam Centre.. The branch pays for the speakerôs meal, others 

attending pay for their own.  We are looking for other members who would like to join the 

group and can arrange specific dates in advance. 

 

Continued on page 9.. 

 

Help is always needed and would be much appreciated!! 



RCTS Chichester Branch Newsletter September 2025 

8 
A Charitable Incorporated Organisation registered with the Charity Commission. Registered number 1169995 

Assistance in Preparing the Meeting Room  

We need regular help simply setting out chairs, tables, and sundry items of equipment before 

each meeting starts and tidying the room at the end of the evening. Ideally an 18:15/18:30 

arrival at the hall would be ideal. 

Distribution of Publicity Material 

Each meeting season we produce a DL size leaflet and a monthly meeting poster. Can you 

help circulate our branch and activity details? Can you suggest where we might be given 

further exposure? We already appear in the monthly Sussex Local Magazine for example. 

Would your local convenience store display our meeting details? 

If you would like further information, have any questions, or you can offer assistance with any 

of these activities, please email: 

chichester@rcts.org.uk 

Help will be much appreciated. Itôs your branch and we very much want it to continue to 

flourish.  

Thank you for continuing to support RCTS Chichester Branch. 

Roger Sandford  

Chairman  

 

A1 Terrier  No 72 ñFenchurchò approaches Sheffield Park on 28th July 2025 

É Ian McKey 

mailto:chichester@rcts.org.uk
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41 Years of Mid Hants Railway Footplate Crew by John Barrowdale É 

Part 9 

These are some of the questions, comments and observations made to me or someone else on 

my crew over the last 41 years of footplate work. 

1. Where do you get your coal from? Sensible question but very difficult to answer these days. 

When I first started much of it came from Lady Windsor colliery in South Wales which back then 

was one of many deep mine pits in this area and the lumps were often very large meaning you 

had to use a pick to break them up along the seams to get them through the firebox door. I think 

we moved onto a Yorkshire pit source, then for several years we used one of the remaining deep 

mines near Coventry called Daw Mill. We then started using open cast coal from Ayrshire for a 

few years as the deep mine source gradually reduced, then open cast from Northumberland and 

finally open cast from South Wales. These days it comes from an agency based in the Irish 

Republic, but of course not sourced from there and can be from Kurdistan, Poland, Columbia or 

where ever they can source it from. Russian coal was also used until they illegally invaded 

Ukraine three years ago. 

2.  Whatôs the engineôs name? Stupid question as it would be on the side of the locomotive if it 

had one! I reply it never had one and usually Iôm greeted by a very sad mournful face from a 

female visitor. 99% are female who ask this question. I then explain that of the 20048 locomotives 

inherited by BR in 1948, only about 1 in 8 had a name and while if you viewed locomotives along 

a main line from London would result in many named engines there were long stretches of track 

on secondary cross-country lines and branch lines where you would be lucky to see a single 

named locomotive all day. 

3. A female school teacher once in charge of a class of junior school children observing the 

tender filling up with water from the up-platform water column below the picnic area at Ropley 

actually asked my driver from her elevated view what are you filling it up with!! Glad she was 

never my teacher. 

4. My dad or my grandfather used to drive óThe Flying Scotsmanô is a very common comment 

over the years. Why they add the superfluous óTheô in front of the name which is not on the 

nameplate is anybodyôs guess and not just used on this particular engine. I always greet this 

comment by saying which MPD (I actually say engine shed) did your father or grandfather work at 

when he drove óFlying Scotsmanô, wondering whether they are confusing the 10.00 departure 

from Kings Cross every day or the actual locomotive. Then they tell me the shed which can be 

Westbury, Ramsgate, Cardiff Canton, Saltley, Edge Hill, South Lynn, Inverness, Fort William etc 

all miles away from where the locomotive regularly worked from. Rather than telling them their 

relative is kidding them with porkies, I say óthat must have been nice for himô trying not to sound 

too sarcastic in my voice. 

5. Why is all that steam coming out of the front when you start the engine off? Another sensible 

question. I explain it is coming out of the cylinder drain cocks to extract any water that has 

gathered in the cylinders when the loco has been waiting around for a while and the steam has 

condensed to water. Whilst steam can be compressed by the pistons, water cannot and you run 

the risk of blowing the cylinder covers off costing thousands of pounds worth of damage to repair. 
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6. When at stations I encourage members of the public to come up onto the footplate and often 

they have children with them. When they feel the heat of the fire, the usual comment is óhow do 

you stand the heat all dayô as they cower back from the fire. I usually close the firebox door and 

say we run with the door closed most of the time except when adding coal or running downhill, 

plus you get use to the heat. Faces of small children are closer to the heat, so I donôt want to 

roast them! 

7. The reaction of young children is often amusing to 6 above. When their parents say ódo you 

want to go upô they sometimes hide behind their parents, scream the place down or have their 

legs and arms flying all over the place in their attempts not to enter the cab. I say their parents 

can come up as well, just in case they are scared of the crew. Little girls are far much braver than 

little boys I found over observing this behaviour. 

8. Another observation when visitors are in the cab is the reverser. Reversers vary from steam 

reversers, lever reversers or screw reversers the latter either being a double handle affair or 

operated by a wheel as favoured on Urie and Maunsell built locos for example. Now whilst I can 

understand a young child getting the purpose of the wheel wrong, a parent saying to their children 

look at the steering wheel kids then I really wonder what is between their ears. A steering wheel, 

really! 

9. Over the years I often wonder whether men tell their female companions they are going out to 

visit a steam operated heritage railway with all the associated smuts and dirt especially the latter 

around engine sheds. Well, you would not think so judging by the number of ladies that turn up in 

white trousers, dresses, shorts and skirts. Invites onto the footplate does not seem to register that 

dirty marks can occur on their clothing. I have prevented this happening if I notice in time by 

saying woah and diving down with a rag to wipe the edge on the loco steps clean so they donôt 

end up with a black line on their white trousers as they rub against them. Maybe it is a throwback 

to the early days of the GWR when their drivers were issued with white trousers as part of their 

uniform. I recall when in Pakistan in 1990, a driver of an oil-fired steam narrow gauge locomotive 

having a completely white jacket on which remained clean throughout the day! 

10. Network Rail civil engineer apprentices often were allowed to use our line to practise their 

craft and whilst at Alresford station waiting for the afternoon contingent of introductory footplate 

experience participants, I invited them up onto the footplate to have a look round. They were all in 

their late teens or early twenties and probably the first time they ever been in a locomotive cab. I 

explained the controls and the firebox door was shut as they came aboard. Seriously one of them 

thought the fire was in the tender, until I opened the fire hole door much to the huge amusement 

of his fellow apprentices. Poor lad probably took ages to live that one down. 

11. Slam door rolling stock on Network Rail finally finished on the Lymington Branch in May 2010, 
however before that date and since I always find it amusing watching mainly younger people 
approach MHR slam door coaches. They see the round door stop to prevent damage to the 
coach paint work when the door is in the fully open position and seem to think by pressing it with 
their fingers the doors will open automatically if by magic. You see our hard worked platform staff 
coming up to them ósaying no good pressing that Sir as the doors wonôt open; you need to turn 
the door handle.ô I expect this behaviour will increase as trains with slam doors on the main line 
network become a distant memory. 

41 Years of Mid Hants Railway Footplate Crew by John Barrowdale É 
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1842 D[!{Dh² {¢!¢Lhb    

Opened 1842 from Queens Street to Haymarket as 

Scotland's first inter-city passenger line. Until 1908, 

trains were cable hauled up the Cowlairs Incline 

Glasgow's second station and Scotland's third 

busiest, with seven terminal platforms at the High 

Level and two through platforms at the Low Level. 

Trains run from the High Level to Edinburgh via 

Falkirk High and via Cumbernauld, to Aberdeen and 

Inverness and to Anniesland via Maryhill and the 

West Highland Lines to Oban, Fort William and 

Mallaig. From the Low Level routes are eastbound to Edinburgh via Airdrie and Bathgate and to 

Springburn and westbound to Milngavie, Balloch and Helensburgh. Next door to the west is 

Buchanan Street Station on the Glasgow Subway (also with a Red Wheel). 

The E&G's plan for a virtually gradient-free route was 

thwarted by the canal company, which resulted in the 

1 in 41 Cowlairs Incline up which, until 1908, trains had 

to be worked by cable powered from a stationary 

steam engine. The Low Level went electric on 

introduction of the Blue Trains in 1960. With closure of 

the Caledonian Railway's Glasgow Buchanan Street 

Station in 1966, trains to Aberdeen and Inverness were 

diverted into Queen Street. In 2017 the Edinburgh 

Glasgow Improvement Programme brought about 

electrification of the High Level platforms, and 

rebuilding of the station completed in 2021 has delivered eight-coach platforms. 

The Grade A-listed station boasts a beautiful cylindrical glass roof which can be viewed to best 

advantage from the bridge that carries Cathedral Street over the tracks. An unsympathetic 

development that placed an extension of the former railway-owned Copthorne Hotel and an office

-block in front of the station in the 1970s has now been swept away, and the sloping glass 

front enables people arriving off trains to see through to George Square. The supports to the 

frontage are tiled in a golden yellow colour which has 

prompted the comment by Alex Hynes, MD of Scotland's 

Railway, that the rebuilt station isò like a little bit of Dubaiò, 

and the columns that support the roof have been lovingly 

restored.  

The Red Wheel Plaque was erected on 2nd July 2021 during 

the Covid Crisis with formal unveiling in October 2021 by Dr 

Ann Glenn, Railway Writer, and Kim McGuire Railway 

Ambassador. With thanks to Scotlandôs Railway in helping to 

secure a Red Wheel plaque at Glasgow Queen Street 

Station.               

https://www.nationaltransporttrust.org.uk/heritage-sites/heritage-detail/the-edinburgh-glasgow-railway

