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Bluebell Railway Bluebell Railway Web 
site 

Bluebell E-Mail Contact 01825 720800 

Isle of Wight Railway IOW-SR Website IOW Steam Railway Email 01983 882204 

Kent & East Sussex 
Railway (K&ESR) 

K&ESR Website enquiries@kesr.org.uk 01580 765155 

Watercress Railway (WR) Watercress Website info@watercressline.co.uk 01962 733810 

Amberley Museum Amberley Museum  office@amberleymuseum.c01798 831370 
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Trust (HLRT) 

HLRT Website haylinglightrail-
way@yahoo.com 

07902 446340 

Littlehampton Miniature 
Railway (LMR) 

LMR Website  01903 719876 

South Downs Light 
Railway 

South Downs Light Rail-
way 

info@south-downs-
railway.com 

07518 753784 

Stansted Park Light 
Railway 

Stansted Park Light 
Railway 

help@sp-lr.co.uk 02392 413 324 

Whatôs on for the Railway Enthusiast in October 

Images from the Eastleigh Lakeside Gala  - Image by John Barrowdale É 

A very fine model of Great Central Railway Class 8 No181. The class were collectively known 

as ñFish Enginesò because of their frequent use on fast fish trains to London and other cities 

https://www.bluebell-railway.com/brps/
https://www.bluebell-railway.com/brps/
mailto:enquiries@bluebell-railway.com
https://iwsteamrailway.co.uk/
mailto:info@iwsteamrailway.co.uk
https://kesr.org.uk/
mailto:enquiries@kesr.org.uk
https://watercressline.co.uk/
mailto:info@watercressline.co.uk
http://www.amberleymuseum.co.uk
mailto:office@amberleymuseum.co.uk
https://haylinglightrailway.wixsite.com/ehlr/hlrt
mailto:haylinglightrailway@yahoo.com
mailto:haylinglightrailway@yahoo.com
https://www.littlehamptonminiaturerailway.com/
https://www.south-downs-railway.com/
https://www.south-downs-railway.com/
mailto:info@south-downs-railway.com
mailto:info@south-downs-railway.com
https://sp-lr.co.uk/
https://sp-lr.co.uk/
mailto:help@sp-lr.co.uk
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wŀƛƭǿŀȅ {ǘŀǊǘ 5ŀǘŜ 9ƴŘ 5ŀǘŜ 9ǾŜƴǘ 

{ǘŀƴǎǘŜŘ tŀǊƪ [ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лмκлоκнлнр нфκмлκнлнр wǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅϥǎ ŀƴŘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅϥǎ 

[ƛǧƭŜƘŀƳǇǘƻƴ aƛƴƛŀǘǳǊŜ 
wŀƛƭǿŀȅ 

лрκлпκнлнр лнκммκнлнр {ǳƳƳŜǊ ¢ƛƳŜǘŀōƭŜ - ό{ŜŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΦύ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нрκлпκнлнр нрκмлκнлнр ²ŜŀƭŘŜƴ wŀƳōƭŜǊ !ƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ ¢Ŝŀ - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ 5ŀǘŜǎ - 
{ŜŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нрκлпκнлнр мрκммκнлнр CƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛǇǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊ ¢Ǌŀƛƴǎ - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŘŀǘŜǎ - {ŜŜ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нтκлпκнлнр мсκммκнлнр DƻƭŘŜƴ !ǊǊƻǿ [ǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ нлнр - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ 5ŀǘŜǎ - 
{ŜŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лоκлрκнлнр лмκммκнлнр .ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ¸ŀǊŘ ±ƛǎƛǘǎ - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ 5ŀǘŜǎ - {ŜŜ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ноκлрκнлнр лтκммκнлнр tƛŜ ŀƴŘ aŀǎƘ {ǳǇǇŜǊ ¢Ǌŀƛƴǎ - ноκр ŀƴŘ тκмм ƻƴƭȅ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нрκлтκнлнр лрκмнκнлнр aǳǊŘŜǊ aȅǎǘŜǊȅ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ .ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ 

²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ мсκлуκнлнр лмκммκнлнр w!¢ όwŜŀƭ !ƭŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƴǎύ - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŘŀǘŜǎ - {ŜŜ 
²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ мсκлуκнлнр нрκмлκнлнр ¢ƘŜ ²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ .ŜƭƭŜ - CƛƴŜ 5ƛƴƛƴƎ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ 
5ŀǘŜǎΥ {ŜŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ олκлуκнлнр лмκммκнлнр aǳǊŘŜǊ aȅǎǘŜǊȅ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎǎ - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ 5ŀǘŜǎ - {ŜŜ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 

²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ омκлуκнлнр лнκммκнлнр ¢ƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ ²ŜǎǎŜȄ CƛƴŜ 5ƛƴƛƴƎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ [ǳƴŎƘ - 
±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŘŀǘŜǎΥ {ŜŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лоκлфκнлнр мсκмлκнлнр /ǊŜŀƳ ¢Ŝŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŘŀǘŜǎΥ {ŜŜ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ мнκлфκнлнр нпκмлκнлнр 5ƛŜǎŜƭ CƻƻǘǇƭŀǘŜ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ς ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀǎǎ тоΗ 
±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ 5ŀǘŜǎ - {ŜŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

IŀȅƭƛƴƎ [ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ лмκмлκнлнр омκлоκнлнс ²ƛƴǘŜǊ ¢ƛƳŜ ¢ŀōƭŜ - {ŜŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лоκмлκнлнр лрκмлκнлнр !ǳǘǳƳƴ {ǘŜŀƳ Dŀƭŀ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лпκмлκнлнр лрκмлκнлнр CƛǊŜƳŀƴ {ŀƳ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘ 

!ƳōŜǊƭŜȅ aǳǎŜǳƳ лрκмлκнлнр  {ǘŜŀƳƛƴƎ 5ŀȅ - !ǳǘǳƳƴ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ DŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ 

²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ луκмлκнлнр мнκмлκнлнр {ƛǊ bƛƎŜƭ DǊŜǎƭŜȅ 9ȄŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ 

!ƳōŜǊƭŜȅ aǳǎŜǳƳ ммκмлκнлнр мнκмлκнлнр {ǘŜŀƳƛƴƎ 5ŀȅ - {ǘŜŀƳ tǳƴƪ ς aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŜŀƳ 
tǳƴƪ {ƻǳǘƘ 

LǎƭŜ ƻŦ ²ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ммκмлκнлнр мнκмлκнлнр .ŜŜǊ ϧ {ǘŜŀƳ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ммκмлκнлнр мнκмлκнлнр /ƻƳƛŎ 9ǾŜƴǘ ²ŜŜƪŜƴŘ 

YŜƴǘ ϧ 9ŀǎǘ {ǳǎǎŜȄ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ммκмлκнлнр мнκмлκнлнр !ǳǎǝƴ /ƻǳƴǝŜǎ /ŀǊ wŀƭƭȅ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ мтκмлκнлнр мфκмлκнлнр Dƛŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ {ǘŜŀƳ 

!ƳōŜǊƭŜȅ aǳǎŜǳƳ мфκмлκнлнр  {ǘŜŀƳƛƴƎ 5ŀȅ - !ǳǘǳƳƴ LƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ¢Ǌŀƛƴǎ 

LǎƭŜ ƻŦ ²ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ мфκмлκнлнр омκмлκнлнр ²ƛȊŀǊŘ ²ŜŜƪ 

YŜƴǘ ϧ 9ŀǎǘ {ǳǎǎŜȄ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нмκмлκнлнр олκмлκнлнр ¢ƘŜ {ǇŜƭƭōƻǳƴŘ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ 5ŀǘŜǎΥ {ŜŜ 
²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нрκмлκнлнр лнκммκнлнр ²ƛȊŀǊŘ ²ŜŜƪ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нрκмлκнлнр омκмлκнлнр IŀƭƭƻǿŜŜƴ aŀŘ {ŎƛŜƴǝǎǘ {Ƙƻǿ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нрκмлκнлнр омκмлκнлнр ¢ƘŜ DƘƻǎǘ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ 

YŜƴǘ ϧ 9ŀǎǘ {ǳǎǎŜȄ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ омκмлκнлнр  ¢ƘŜ CǊƛƎƘǘ bƛƎƘǘ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ 

IŀȅƭƛƴƎ [ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ омκмлκнлнр  IŀƭƭƻǿŜŜƴ {Ǉƻƻƪȅ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 

Whatôs on for the Railway Enthusiast in October 
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Southern & Local Engineering Works - October 2025 

Some Engineering works likely to affect 

journeys in our area. 

For the latest updates on Engineering work please follow the link below :- 

Planned Changes to Train Times | Southern Railway 

Start Date End Date   

6/10/2025 9/10/2025 Engineering work is taking place between Horsham and Barnham, 
closing all lines overnight from Monday evening until Friday 
morning. 

After approximately 22:00 each night, buses will replace trains 
between Horsham and Barnham / Chichester via Arundel / 
Portsmouth Harbour. 

Trains between London Victoria and Bognor Regis will run to an 
amended timetable with extended journey times, and will be 
diverted via Hove. 

11/10/2025 12/10/2025 Engineering work is taking place at London Victoria, closing all lines 
used by Gatwick Express and Southern. 

Trains to / from Brighton / Eastbourne / Ore / Littlehampton / 
Portsmouth Harbour / East Grinstead will be diverted to operate to / 
from London Bridge, and will run to an amended timetable with 
some extended journey times.  

13/10/2025 16/10/2025 Engineering work is taking place between Barnham and Havant, 
closing some lines on Monday to Thursday evenings. 

As a result, the 21:35 London Victoria to Portsmouth Harbour / 
Bognor Regis service which would normally divide at Barnham to 
create the 23:15 Barnham to Bognor Regis service will not divide. 

The 23:15 Barnham to Bognor Regis train will start from an 
alternative platform at Barnham. 

If you wish to travel through to Bognor Regis, you will need to 
change trains at Barnham to complete your journey. 

14/10/2025 17/10/2025 Engineering work is taking place between Chichester and Barnham, 
closing all lines early on Tuesday to Friday mornings. 

As a result, the 04:55 Chichester to Brighton service will start from 
Barnham at 05:03. 

A replacement bus will run from Chichester at 04:33 to Barnham, 
connecting with the train. 

26/10/2025  Engineering work is taking place between Three Bridges and 
Horsham / Billingshurst, closing some lines. 

Buses will replace trains between Three Bridges and Horsham / 
Billingshurst. 

Trains will run between Billingshurst and Bognor Regis. 

Trains between London Victoria and Portsmouth Harbour will run to 
an amended timetable with extended journey times, will be diverted 
via Hove, and will split / attach from Littlehampton trains at 
Worthing. 

Journey times will be increased when using replacement buses.  

https://www.southernrailway.com/travel-information/plan-your-journey/planned-engineering-work
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/travel-information/engineering-works-explained/
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/travel-information/engineering-works-explained/
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/travel-information/engineering-works-explained/
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/travel-information/engineering-works-explained/
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/travel-information/engineering-works-explained/
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27/10/2025 30/10/2025 
 

Engineering work is taking place overnight between Brighton and 
Worthing, closing some lines. 

From approximately 23:30 until the end of service on Monday to 
Thursday evenings, trains from London Victoria to Worthing will be 
diverted to terminate at Brighton. 

Buses will replace trains between Brighton / Hove and Worthing / 
West Worthing. 

The 22:20 Southampton Central to Brighton train will not call at 
Southwick or Portslade. A replacement bus will run from Worthing 
to Brighton calling at these stations. 

The 22:52 Portsmouth Harbour to Brighton train will terminate at 
Littlehampton. A replacement bus will run from Littlehampton to 
Brighton, departing at 23:53 and calling at all stations. 

Journey times will be increased when using replacement buses. 

Southern & Local Engineering Works - October 2025 

Some Engineering works likely to affect 

journeys in our area. Continued.. 

Fareham Model Engineers -  Open Weekend 2025 - Image by John Barrowdale É 

A fine model of a Thompson B1. 

Named ñDik-Dikò from the ñAntelopeò series of B1ôs and numbered 8312, the model depicts an 

engine that was never built! In 1946 the B1 numbering sequence, which started at 8301 was 

changed to start at 1000 and the earlier engines were renumbered accordingly so that 8301 

became 1000. The last engine in the original sequence was 8310. Hence 8312 was never 

issued. Although Dik-Dik is a type of Antelope, that name was never used on the B1ôs. 

https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/travel-information/engineering-works-explained/
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RCTS Chichester Meeting Wednesday 17th December 2025 

Chichester Branch AGM will be convened at our December meeting. 

Mayôs Miscellany: by Geoff May É 

Stanier Class 5MT 4-6-0 45094 makes a spirited departure from Liverpool Lime Street with 

the 10.35 service to Caernarfon on 16th July 1966. 

45094 was withdrawn from the cityôs Edge Hill shed just over six months later in February 

1967. 

Opened in 1836, Lime Street justifiably qualifies as the oldest still-operating grand terminus 
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From the Chair 

We are about to enter the 19th season of meetings held in Chichester as part of the RCTS 

network of branches.  

We are looking forward to the future and your thoughts and suggestions for future meeting 

speakers are always welcome, together with other activity suggestions. We are currently 

looking at a couple of outdoor visits which if our endeavours are successful we will advise of 

how you can participate in due course. 

It is a small but ageing dedicated team who keep the branch active and, for a variety of 

reasons, are having to re-evaluate their own future involvement. We are looking for helpful 

volunteers to assist in the following activities. 

Newsletter Editor 

Previous appeals for a Newsletter editor have been unsuccessful. The current editor is 

standing down at the end of this year.    As previously advised the editor is not expected to 

write articles etc. themselves, although they would be welcome to do so. The requirement is 

to compile and format the Newsletter each month ready for circulation, which will be actioned 

elsewhere. Help and support in the process is available.  

Committee Treasurer Post 

Our current treasurer will be standing for re-election at the December 2025 AGM but this will 

be his final year having completed 13 years of loyal service to the branch in this role. This is 

an ideal opportunity for somebody to join the committee, shadow and assist in this role before 

taking full responsibility in December 2026. There is no expectation a new treasurer would 

serve the branch for such a lengthy period as previously. As with all we do help and 

assistance is close at hand. 

Meeting Thanks and Report Review 

Join the team who thank the speaker at the end of their meeting presentation and write a 

200/250 word review of the meeting. This would be on a rota basis and probably only be 

be required once a year. The appropriate date and speaker agreed and arranged in advance. 

Attending a pre Meeting Meal with our Guest Speaker 

We normally host a meal for our guest speaker at the Nagôs Head in St Pancras at 17:15, a 

short walk from the Bassil Shippam Centre.. The branch pays for the speakerôs meal, others 

attending pay for their own.  We are looking for other members who would like to join the 

group and can arrange specific dates in advance. 

 

Continued on page 8.. 

 

Assistance in Preparing the Meeting Room  

Help is always needed and would be much appreciated!! 
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We need regular help simply setting out chairs, tables, and sundry items of equipment before 

each meeting starts and tidying the room at the end of the evening. Ideally an 18:15/18:30 

arrival at the hall would be ideal. 

Distribution of Publicity Material 

Each meeting season we produce a DL size leaflet and a monthly meeting poster. Can you 

help circulate our branch and activity details? Can you suggest where we might be given 

further exposure? We already appear in the monthly Sussex Local Magazine for example. 

Would your local convenience store display our meeting details? 

If you would like further information, have any questions, or you can offer assistance with any 

of these activities, please email: 

chichester@rcts.org.uk 

Help will be much appreciated. Itôs your branch and we very much want it to continue to 

flourish.  

Thank you for continuing to support RCTS Chichester Branch. 

Roger Sandford  

Chairman  

A magnificent model 

of Chapelon Pacific 

No. 3.1192 ñNordò 

3.1192 was the 

second in a batch of 

new build Pacifics 

constructed in 1936. 

More from the Eastleigh Lakeside Gala  - Image by John Barrowdale É 

mailto:chichester@rcts.org.uk
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41 Years of Mid Hants Railway Footplate Crew by John Barrowdale É 

Part 10 

This is the final article in this series, some may be glad to know or perhaps sad to know. One 

of my biggest regrets in life was to not record the locomotives I fired and went out on during 

those 41 years as all these articles have been done from memory and not from notes. Mike 

Pearson who you came across in the first article as the fireman on my first footplate outing on 

8/8/1983 always recorded the date, engine, the names of all the crew and any unusual 

incidents on the day which is why I have a record of the above date because I asked him for 

it. I could kick myself for not doing likewise as the memory fades. I have written below all the 

classes of engines I have been out on over the 41 years on the MHR footplate, but not 

necessarily the actual numbers. 

I went out on some of the above classes and on more than just one loco from the class like all 

3 types of Bulleid Pacific, Black fives, BR Class 4 2-6-4Ts etc. 

I only recall ever going out on two LNER locomotives, óSir Nigel Gresleyô twice and our own 

home based óBitternô which I fired many a time over the years it was based there. I think the 

only other LNER locomotives we had on hire have been 60103 Flying Scotsman, 60150 

Tornado and the Gresley N2 0-6-2T. I detest the firebox flap on LNER firebox doors which is 

about 2/3rd up the door and designed to reduce air flow onto the rear tube plate. However, it 

gets in the way as you direct the coal into the fire, even if you have the specially designed 

LNER tapered shovel. Shovels for locomotives from the other regions are difficult to twist 

round with that awful flap in the way. The drop grates on LNER Pacifics are not the most user 

friendly either. I could have gone out on Flying Scotsman when she visited the MHR in March 

2020 just before lock down but the thought of shovelling coal from the well in the floor 

between the very high seats through that flap was not something to look forward to. Whilst 

the general public seem to love it, I find volunteers from more than one railway, plus many 

enthusiasts feel it is over rated, over publicised plus over expensive to overhaul and run on 

heritage lines. It seems there are no grey areas, you either love it or hate it. 

LNER locomotives Class A4 Pacifics 60007 and 60019. 

Southern 

Locomotives 

Classes 0298, O2, M7, T9, Urie S15, N, U, Q, V, LN, MN, B of B, 

and WC 

LMS Locomotives Classes Ivatt Class 2 (both 2-6-2T and 2-6-0), Black Five, Jubilee, 

and SDJR 7F 

GWR Locomotives Classes City, Dukedog, King, Castle, Hall, 57XX, 56XX, 45XX 

and 42XX 

Standard Locomotives Classes 9F, Britannia, Class 5, Class 4 2-6-0, Class 4 2-6-4Ts 

War Department 

Locos 

Classes WD 2-10-0, Austerity 0-6-0ST, S160 2-8-0 and 

¦{! л-с-л¢ όŀ ¸ǳƎƻǎƭŀǾƛŀƴ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴύ  

Industrial locos Numerous on hire 0-4-0STs acting as óPercyô and 0-6-0Ts acting 

as óThomasô from the Thomas the Tank engine stories. 
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There have been several visiting engines which I would have loved to have gone out on at 

galas but with approximately 28 fixed crews up to covid you could well miss being crewed for 

a visiting loco for up to two consecutive galas. The ones that got away which I would have 

loved to have been on were 46229 Duchess of Hamilton, the Super D, the LMS Crab, 30777 

Sir Lamiel, the Bluebell Railwayôs E4 No 473 tank and the 8F 48309. You will be aware of an 

SR & LMS bias. 

Ask me which loco has been my all-time favourite, I expect that people who know me well 

would say and go for a Bulleid Pacific, however my answer may surprise you, albeit a Bulleid 

would be extremely high on my list. The answer has to be No 24, Calbourne when she did a 

visit to several mainland heritage railways in the south a few years ago, and I was extremely 

lucky that a colleague pointed out to me the list on the notice board for its 2 day visit which 

was a fairly last minute arrangement showed no 3rd man for the Friday and my pen filled in 

my name immediately to grab that spot. The driver for the day was our loco superintendent 

Richard Bentley and the fireman was one of my former trainees Darren Pilton. The latter very 

kindly let me fire it all day as he was in the early stages of driver training so Richard and him 

shared the driving. We ran all day between Alresford and Ropley towing the Hampshire 

DEMU to comply with its Westinghouse air brakes and I was in my own second heaven. I 

loved the railways of the Isle of Wight most of my life and the O2 tanks were always a delight 

to me, hence my choice. Incidentally I have walked the length of every disused railway on the 

IOW between 1968 and 1971. 

Iôm going to finish this series with a few more amusing happenings (some more serious) I 

have been through over the years. 

1. In the late 1980s in the days of 4 man crews we were out on the NRM owned T9 when it 

slipped to a standstill in the cutting leading up to M & FM station from Ropley. Geoff Hatt and 

myself got down with a bucket of sand to sand the rails ahead of the loco. Frank Howells our 

driver suggested we both sat on the front running plate over each rail and continued sanding 

the rails all the way into M & FM station much to the amazed looks of passengers on the 

platforms awaiting our arrival. 

2. On the last trip of the day coming up from Alton we ran out of coal on the engine by the 

time we arrived at M & FM station and our driver stopped the tender by the side of the tender 

on the last up train to Alton. I think we were on the S15 30506 and the up train had either 

34016 or 34105 on it and their crew kindly shovelled their surplus coal over onto our tender to 

enable us to reach Alresford then travel light engine back to Ropley. There have been a few 

incidents like this over the years, but I only suffered the one time. It did occur on BR a few 

times as well. 

3. If you can run out of coal it is also possible to run out of water and this happened in the 

noughties to the crew I was on as fireman. We were on the Watercress Belle that evening 

and about to leave Alton on our last train back to Alresford where we would pass the last Up 

RAT (Real ale train) at M & FM station. My driver Doug Mills was unhappy with the water we 
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