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Distributor: Roger Sandford 

Additional Proof Readers:  Geoff Adams, Geoff  May 

& John Barrowdale 

Front Cover by Roger Sandford É 

 

Contributors: John Barrowdale, 

Geoff May,  Ian McKey, 

Roger Sandford, Joe Whicher 

wŀƛƭǿŀȅ bŀƳŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ 9Ƴŀƛƭ /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ tƘƻƴŜ 

Bluebell Railway Bluebell Railway Web 
site 

Bluebell E-Mail Contact 01825 720800 

Isle of Wight Railway IOW-SR Website IOW Steam Railway Email 01983 882204 

Kent & East Sussex 
Railway (K&ESR) 

K&ESR Website enquiries@kesr.org.uk 01580 765155 

Watercress Railway (WR) Watercress Website info@watercressline.co.uk 01962 733810 

Amberley Museum Amberley Museum  office@amberleymuseum.c01798 831370 

Hayling Light Railway 
Trust (HLRT) 

HLRT Website haylinglightrail-
way@yahoo.com 

07902 446340 

Littlehampton Miniature 
Railway (LMR) 

LMR Website  01903 719876 

South Downs Light 
Railway 

South Downs Light Rail-
way 

info@south-downs-
railway.com 

07518 753784 

Stansted Park Light 
Railway 

Stansted Park Light 
Railway 

help@sp-lr.co.uk 02392 413 324 

Whatôs on for the Railway Enthusiast in December 

From the Editor 

 

As most readers will know, this is the last issue of the RCTS Chichester Branch 

Newsletter that I will edit. 

 

The first edition was issued in June 2020 after COVID made face to face meetings 

impossible! Since then an issue has followed on, or very near, the 1st of each 

month. It has been a very enjoyable task to produce these Newsletters and I hope 

you found them useful,  

 

The Committee are currently seeking a possible replacement Editor and I sincerely 

hope they succeed in finding someone to take the Newsletter on into its next 

phase. 

 

With Seasons Greetings to you all, Ian McKey 

https://www.bluebell-railway.com/brps/
https://www.bluebell-railway.com/brps/
mailto:enquiries@bluebell-railway.com
https://iwsteamrailway.co.uk/
mailto:info@iwsteamrailway.co.uk
https://kesr.org.uk/
mailto:enquiries@kesr.org.uk
https://watercressline.co.uk/
mailto:info@watercressline.co.uk
http://www.amberleymuseum.co.uk
mailto:office@amberleymuseum.co.uk
https://haylinglightrailway.wixsite.com/ehlr/hlrt
mailto:haylinglightrailway@yahoo.com
mailto:haylinglightrailway@yahoo.com
https://www.littlehamptonminiaturerailway.com/
https://www.south-downs-railway.com/
https://www.south-downs-railway.com/
mailto:info@south-downs-railway.com
mailto:info@south-downs-railway.com
https://sp-lr.co.uk/
https://sp-lr.co.uk/
mailto:help@sp-lr.co.uk
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wŀƛƭǿŀȅ {ǘŀǊǘ 5ŀǘŜ 9ƴŘ 5ŀǘŜ 9ǾŜƴǘ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нрκлтκнлнр лрκмнκнлнр aǳǊŘŜǊ aȅǎǘŜǊȅ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ .ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ 

IŀȅƭƛƴƎ [ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ лмκмлκнлнр омκлоκнлнс ²ƛƴǘŜǊ ¢ƛƳŜ ¢ŀōƭŜ - {ŜŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ ннκммκнлнр нуκмнκнлнр {ǘŜŀƳ [ƛƎƘǘǎ - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ 5ŀǘŜǎ - {ŜŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нуκммκнлнр лпκлмκнлнс {ǘŜŀƳ LƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ 5ŀǘŜǎ - {ŜŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

YŜƴǘ ϧ 9ŀǎǘ {ǳǎǎŜȄ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нфκммκнлнр нпκмнκнлнр {ŀƴǘŀ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭǎ - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ 5ŀǘŜǎ - {ŜŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лпκмнκнлнр ноκмнκнлнр DƻƭŘŜƴ !ǊǊƻǿ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 5ƛƴƛƴƎ ¢Ǌŀƛƴǎ aƻǎǘ 5ŀǘŜǎ 
- {ŜŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лсκмнκнлнр нпκмнκнлнр {ŀƴǘŀ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭǎ - ±ŀǊƛƻǳǎ 5ŀǘŜǎ - {ŜŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ 

{ƻǳǘƘ 5ƻǿƴǎ [ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лсκмнκнлнр нпκмнκнлнр /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ - !ŘǾŀƴŎŜ .ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ - 
{ŜŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŘŀǘŜǎΦ 

!ƳōŜǊƭŜȅ aǳǎŜǳƳ лсκмнκнлнр нмκмнκнлнр !ƳōŜǊƭŜȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ !ŘǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ - {ŜŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ 
ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ϧ 5ŀǘŜǎ 

LǎƭŜ ƻŦ ²ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ моκмнκнлнр нпκмнκнлнр {ŀƴǘŀ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭǎ - {ŜŜ ²ŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ϧ ŘŀǘŜǎ 

²ŀǘŜǊŎǊŜǎǎ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ моκмнκнлнр ноκмнκнлнр CŀǘƘŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ - {ŜŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŘŀǘŜǎ 
ϧ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ 

LǎƭŜ ƻŦ ²ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нсκмнκнлнр  .ƻȄƛƴƎ 5ŀȅ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭǎ 

.ƭǳŜōŜƭƭ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ нтκмнκнлнр омκмнκнлнр ¢Ǌŀƛƴǎ wǳƴƴƛƴƎ 5ŀƛƭȅ 

YŜƴǘ ϧ 9ŀǎǘ {ǳǎǎŜȄ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ олκмнκнлнр лмκлмκнлнс {ǘŜŀƳ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Yϧ9{wΗ 

LǎƭŜ ƻŦ ²ƛƎƘǘ wŀƛƭǿŀȅ лмκлмκнлнс  bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭǎ 

Whatôs on for the Railway Enthusiast in December & New Years Day 

The Royal Train: Exeter St Davids with platforms swept and cleared of extraneous 

passengers, Class 47 ñWindsor Castleò awaits the Royal Party! Dated probably late 1980ôs 

Image by Ian McKey 
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Southern & Local Engineering Works - December 2025 

Some Engineering works likely to affect 

journeys in our area. 

For the latest updates on Engineering work please follow the link below :- 

Planned Changes to Train Times | Southern Railway 

Start Date End Date   

7/12/2025  Engineering work is taking place between Southampton Central 
and Fratton, closing all lines. 

Southern: 

Buses will replace trains between Southampton Central and 
Havant. 

Trains between Southampton Central and Brighton will be diverted 

8/12/2025 11/12/2025 Engineering work is taking place between Brighton / Hove and 
Worthing / West Worthing, closing all lines overnight. 

From 23:30, trains from London Victoria to Worthing will be 
diverted to terminate at Brighton. 

Buses will replace trains between: 

¶ Brighton and Worthing / West Worthing 

¶ Hove and West Worthing 

The 22:20 Southampton Central to Brighton train will not call at 
Southwick or Portslade. A replacement bus will run from Worthing 
to Brighton calling at these stations, departing Worthing at 23:53. 

The 22:52 Portsmouth Harbour to Brighton train will terminate at 
Littlehampton. A replacement bus will run from Littlehampton to 
Brighton, departing at 23:53 and calling at all stations. 

14/12/2025  Engineering work is taking place between Horsham and Barnham 
via Arundel, closing all lines. 

Buses will replace trains between Horsham and Barnham via 
Arundel. 

Trains between London Victoria and Portsmouth Harbour will run 
to an amended timetable, diverting via Hove. This will increase 
journey times. These trains will split at Worthing to run towards 
Littlehampton and will additionally call at Three Bridges. 

Trains will run between Barnham and Bognor Regis. 

20/12/2025 21/12/2025 Engineering work is taking place between Barnham and Bognor 
Regis, closing all lines. 

Saturday: 

Buses will replace trains between Barnham and Bognor Regis. 

Portsmouth Harbour / Fratton and Southampton Central. 

Continued on Page 5 

https://www.southernrailway.com/travel-information/plan-your-journey/planned-engineering-work
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/travel-information/engineering-works-explained/
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/travel-information/engineering-works-explained/
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/travel-information/engineering-works-explained/
https://www.nationalrail.co.uk/travel-information/engineering-works-explained/
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20/12/2025 21/12/2025 Continued from Page 4 

Sunday: 

Buses will replace trains between Littlehampton and Barnham / 
Bognor Regis / Chichester. 

Trains to / from Bognor Regis / Portsmouth Harbour will run between 
London Victoria and Littlehampton, and between Chichester and 
Portsmouth Harbour. 

Trains will also run between Brighton and Littlehampton. 

No Southern trains will run to / from Southampton Central. Tickets will 
be accepted on South Western Railway services between Portsmouth 
Harbour / Fratton and Southampton Central.  

22/12/2025 24/12/2025 Routes affected: 
All Gatwick Express / Southern routes 

All day on Monday and Tuesday, trains will run to an amended and 
reduced timetable for the festive period. 

On Wednesday trains will run to an amended and reduced timetable 
until approximately 17:00, after this fewer trains will run, with all last 
trains reaching their final destinations by around 21:00. 

25/12/2025  Routes affected: 

No Southern / Gatwick Express services will run on Christmas Day. 

26/12/2025  Only a limited service will run on certain Southern routes to / from 
London Victoria for Boxing Day. 

From approximately 05:00 until approximately 08:30: 

Two trains per hour will run between London Victoria and Gatwick 
Airport, calling at Clapham Junction and East Croydon. From 
approximately 08:30 until approximately 21:00: 

One train per hour will run between London Victoria and Gatwick 
Airport, calling at Clapham Junction and East Croydon. 

One train per hour will run between London Victoria and Brighton, 
calling at Clapham Junction, East Croydon, Three Bridges and 
Haywards Heath. 

Two trains per hour will run between London Victoria and Sutton via 
Selhurst and West Croydon, calling at Battersea Park, Clapham 
Junction, Wandsworth Common, Balham, Streatham Common, 
Norbury, Thornton Heath, Selhurst, West Croydon, Waddon, 
Wallington and Carshalton Beeches. 

Two trains per hour will run between London Victoria and East 
Croydon via Crystal Palace, calling at Battersea Park, Clapham 
Junction, Balham, Streatham Hill, West Norwood, Gypsy Hill, Crystal 
Palace and Norwood Junction. From approximately 21:00 until 
approximately 23:00: 

Two trains per hour will run between London Victoria and Gatwick 
Airport, calling at Clapham Junction and East Croydon. 

Southern & Local Engineering Works - October 2025 

Some Engineering works likely to affect 

journeys in our area. Continued.. 
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Mayôs Miscellany: by Geoff May É 

Above: Britannia Class 7MT 70035 formerly Rudyard Kipling storms out of Liverpool Exchange station 

with 1.27pm service to Glasgow Central on 16th August 1966. This train was coupled at Preston with 

through carriages from Manchester Exchange and the combined train was often taken northwards by 

double-headed Britannia Pacifics.  

Below: Stanier Class 5MT 4-6-0 44659 on E.C.S. duties at Liverpool Exchange station on 30th July 1966. 

Exchange station suffered a slow decline from the 1960ôs onwards when most long distance services were 

switched to the cityôs Lime Street station and it finally closed in 1977. On the day the picture was taken, 

the streets of Liverpool became eerily quite in the afternoon as people were distracted by a certain football 

match being played at Wembley Stadium! 
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The first of three ex Great Western Railway (GWR) class 387s recently transferred to 

Southern entered service on West Coastway on Friday 21 November, 387 173 maiden 

service was the 07:09 Brighton to Southampton Central. Two further units 387 172 and 387 

174 are expected to follow soon. They all retain their green GWR livery. 

These three units were initially delivered to GWR for use on the newly electrified Great 

Western Main Line operating local services between Paddington, Reading and Didcot. The 

introduction of the full Elizabeth Line timetable to Reading resulted in a surplus of Class 387s 

at GWR. Several were re-liveried and moved to Heathrow Express Work, but three were 

transferred to Great Northern working between Kings Cross and Peterborough, Cambridge 

and Kings Lynn. 

Class 379s surplus to Greater Anglia and the Stansted Express, following a lengthy period of 

storage  are rapidly being restored to traffic at Great Northern enabling a batch of Class 387s 

to be transferred to Southern, including the three originally at GWR. 

Class 387 173 is seen at Cosham on the second round trip to Southampton Central, on the 

11:13 from Brighton on Friday 21 November.     

EX GWR Class 387s enter service with Southern By Roger Sandford 
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A Visit to the Spa Valley Railway - By Roger Sandford 

Above: Class 33/0 33065 óSealionô is seen in the workshop undergoing an extensive overhaul. 

This engine entered BR service in January 1962 as D6585 and was withdrawn in February 1997. 

Below: LMS ñJintyò 47493 was built by the Vulcan Foundry in 1927 and entered service numbered 

16576. Renumbered before WW11 as 7493 it was renumbered 47493 on nationalisation 


