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Meetings This Month 
 

As a consequence of the Covid-19 crisis all meetings are cancelled until further 
notice. 

Look after yourselves and your loved ones. Follow all government guidance. 

 

 

From the Photo Album 
 

 
The LNER W1 No.10000, an experimental locomotive fitted with a high-pressure water-tube boiler, 
still in wartime black, arriving at Welwyn North on the 11.46am to Kings Cross on 31st July 1947. 

Photo: Tom Gladwin /Doug White 

                                                                            

If you have photos (old or new) that you are willing to share with other members please supply them, with a 

suitable caption, to the Editor (John.Dossett@btinternet.com).  They should be your own photographs! 
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Chairman’s Platform  

 
The branch AGM, held on 10 March at Hitchin, was fairly well attended. Members present speedily 
dispatched the formal business, including the election of Officers and Committee. I am appreciative 
of the contribution made over the years by Chris Alton who, for personal reasons, stood down from 
the committee this year. We then enjoyed three member presentations. 
 

In the wider world so much has happened in the last month and, no doubt, between writing this and 
people reading it, a whole lot more will have changed. The spread of Covid-19 (coronavirus) has 
already had an enormous impact on everyday life. We are truly living in unprecedented times. 
 
The travel & tourism industries are now almost non-existent and we can only speculate about what 
will happen to them in the longer term. For those operating our heritage railways the future was 
already looking very uncertain. 
 
For our Branch we will clearly follow all government guidance (and any regulations). As I said at the 
AGM, I will try to keep you all up-to-date using this newsletter email distribution list.  
 
Please look after yourselves and your loved ones. I hope we will all be able to meet again soon. In 
the meantime, you will see that we have invited you to send in views on a couple of topics. IF you 
choose to send in your views on these, or any other railway topic, we will look to publish them and 
provide all members with something to “mull over”. It’s up to you. 
 
 

New Members 

We welcome David Allard, Keith Woodall and Mike Nye as members of the branch. 

 

The Future of Steam 

For those of you who attended the AGM you may recall that Tom Gladwin raised the question “What 
is the future of steam in the UK ?” 

Tom suggested that there was a growing crisis with ensuring the supply of coal and, on national rail, 
the difficulty of securing paths especially on the busiest parts of the network where the relatively slow 
speed of steam is a problem. Members present contributed to a short but fairly lively discussion. 

If you have views, contact the editor and we will publish responses in future issues of Railway 
Ramblings. 

 

Too many new-build and restoration projects? 

Another AGM topic concerned the plethora of projects around the UK, all seemingly fighting to raise 
sufficient funds to keep going. Should there be more focus on delivering perhaps fewer projects to 
manageable timescales? How could groups and societies be pushed towards cooperation or is it just 
inevitably a free-for-all?  

What is the point of large-loco flagship projects if there is nowhere to run them? 

Again, if you have any views the send them to the editor: John.Dossett@btinternet.com 
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More from the Photo Album  

 
  

 
 

Photos & text: 
George Howe 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Edmundson at Little Barford power station early June 1969. It is now preserved and, I believe, still at 
Rushden. 
 
After the loco Little Barford left Little Barford (for Goldington, Bedford, power station via Sandy) this 
left Edmundson there to be used as a stand-by loco for the diesel. At the time of my visit the diesel 
was having its wheels repaired and Edmundson was in service during this work. Here it is (complete 
with works plate) taking the empty coal wagons up to the reception sidings. It then is seen getting 
ready to take more full wagons down to the tipper.   
I often wondered why Little Barford, named after the power station it worked at, was the one chosen 
to go to Goldington.  However, I have found that pre-war the power station had been the Edmundson 
Electric Light Works. We never stop learning do we! 



 

 

Railway Observer (The RO) 

Steve Lacey recently sent you information about the difficulties the RO editor is experiencing.  

After the April issue there will not another printed issue until the printers can resume business. 
However monthly issues will continue to be produced as on-line only versions, available through the 
society website. The current intention is that these will ultimately be printed and distributed. 

The other concern the RO editor has is that much of the material he normally receives will no longer 
be available. He is hopeful that members who don’t usually contribute will be able to help fill the gap. 
So, if you have ideas, this is your opportunity to be published to a nation-wide audience. If you would 
like to do so but are a bit uncertain then I’m sure Steve would be more than happy to discuss with you 
initially. 

 

Newsletter Distribution 

This e-newsletter, “Railway Ramblings”, is distributed by the Branch Chairman (Steve Lacey). If you 
do not currently receive a copy directly but would like to do so, provide him with your email address 
and you will be added to the list. Conversely, if you currently receive a copy but wish to be taken off 
the distribution list then please advise him accordingly. Steve’s email address is 
gricersteve@hotmail.com  

 

Contributions to Railway Ramblings 

If you would like to make contributions – photos and/or text – to this newsletter then please contact 
the editor:  John.Dossett@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Railway Ramblings is published by the committee of the Hitchin Branch of The Railway Correspondence & 

Travel Society. Such committee does not endorse any personal opinions expressed in this publication. The 

committee comprises Steve Lacey (Chairman), David Elsdon (Secretary), Paul Holloway (Treasurer), John 

Dossett (Newsletter Editor), Martin Elms, Roger Moulden and Adrian Scrutton. The Railway Correspondence & 

Travel Society is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation Registered with the Charities Commission  

mailto:gricersteve@hotmail.com
mailto:John.Dossett@btinternet.com

