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Meetings This Month 
 

As a consequence of the Covid-19 crisis all meetings are cancelled until further 
notice. 

Look after yourselves and your loved ones. Follow all government guidance.  

  
 

 

From the Photo Album 
 

 
B1 1029 Chamois on the 10.35 am Cambridge to Kings Cross crossing Digswell Viaduct in July 1947. 

Photo: Tom Gladwin /Doug White 

                                                                            

If you have photos (old or new) that you are willing to share with other members please supply them, with a 

suitable caption, to the Editor (John.Dossett@btinternet.com).  They should be your own photographs! 

mailto:John.Dossett@btinternet.com


 

 

Chairman’s Platform  

 
I hope you are all keeping well and coping with the tremendous and unprecedented changes we are 

all experiencing in our everyday lives. 

 

As you will have realised, when you received your April issue, we have decided to carry on publishing 

Railway Ramblings. If any of you have railway related topics, with or without photos, which you could 

share with other members then please send them to the editor. 

 

Equally, if you would like to join in the discussion of various topics then send your views to the editor. 

Your name will be attributed to your contribution but if this causes you concern just ask to be shown 

as “anonymous” or a “nom de plume” of your choice. Comments received will be published under the 

title “Exchange Sidings” (editor’s choice not mine).  

 

With your help we can keep our monthly newsletter going and, in exchange, provide you with 

something extra to get involved in.  

 

As you will know the Railway Observer (RO) editor is also keen to have new contributors. So, if you 

have items and would like a national audience now is your opportunity.  

 

 

Exchange Sidings 

Last month comments were invited on two specific issues – “The Future of Steam” and “Too Many 

New Builds and Restoration Projects?” but, to date, no comments have been received! You are not 

too late – for the next issue of Railway Ramblings. 

 

Local Observations   
On weekends 4th & 11th April the Caledonian Sleeper services from Euston to Inverness via Glasgow 

were diverted from the WCML to using our East Coast main line route, the loco’s involved were 92020 

/ 038. 

On 16th April Great Northern showed 700111 had been decorated with “Thank you NHS” emblems.  

Again, on Sunday 19th April the Caledonian Sleeper services (London Euston to / from Inverness) 
were diverted via the ECML. the northbound working using 92028 passed Welwyn North 21:55 with 
the southbound working passing on Monday morning at 06:55 hrs, hauled by 92020. 
  
On Monday 20th April we saw a working from Ely to Eastleigh transferring 6 ex-GWR HST coaches 
from store for possible refurbishment, this was worked by 3 loco’s 20311 / 20314 / 47813 passing 
Welwyn North at 10:50 hrs. 
  
Saturday 18th April, 66713 hauling 91131 & a Mk4 set from Bounds Green to Doncaster for scrapping. 
This movement was via Hertford North. 

  
Saturday 18th April, 37608 hauling what looked like newly refurbished DVT (82136) from Mid Norfolk 
Railway to Leicester, this train came via Ely, Cambridge, Welwyn N, because of limited access to 
Leicester yard due to engineering works at Leicester. 
 

(Observations courtesy of our Branch Secretary, Dave Elsdon) 



 

 

A Tale of Christmas Past – Paul Holloway 

Let’s go back to Christmas 1988 and Edwina Currie and salmonella.   

We spent Boxing day with my brother and his family and the conversation got round to railways and 

the Ffestiniog in particular.  A quick phone-call established that trains were running between 

Christmas and New Year.  Two days later my brother, my son and I set off very early morning to 

Porthmadog – I was volunteered to drive!!  On the way there we stopped off at a Little Chef for 

breakfast and I can remember the waitress being amazed that, salmonella or not, we all wanted 2 

eggs with our meal.  We arrived at Porthmadog and purchased first-class tickets as we’d heard beer 

was available.  Off we went to Blaenau Ffestiniog, and back, enjoying the railway, the amazing 

scenery, the beer and warm mince pies. 

The return journey via Harlech, Barmouth, Shrewsbury etc was quiet - as both my passengers slept 

most of the way. 

On arriving home, having travelled 420 miles and thoroughly enjoyed the day out, I was even more 

pleased to discover that the booking office clerk at Porthmadog had made an error and only charged 

me £7.40 for 3 first-class return tickets.  Days like that do not come around often enough although 

memories remain especially as my brother passed away last September having had MND for nearly 

2 years. 

 

More from the Photo Album  
 

 

West Somerset Railway – Ex-S&DJR 7F 2-8-0 53808 with a train from Bishops Lydeard glides into platform 1 
at Minehead on 7th October 2018.                                                                                       Photo: John Dossett  



 

 

Digswell Viaduct 

When Welwyn's Railways was produced, Peter Davies was commissioned to obtain some aerial views 

of Digswell Viaduct. This one, taken in March 1986 has never previously been published: 

 

Photo: Peter Davies 

Newsletter Distribution 

This e-newsletter is distributed by the Branch Chairman (Steve Lacey). If you do not currently receive 

a copy directly but would like to do so, provide him with your email address and you will be added to 

the list. Conversely, if you currently receive a copy but wish to be taken off the distribution list then 

please advise him accordingly. Steve’s email address is gricersteve@hotmail.com  

 

mailto:gricersteve@hotmail.com


 

 

 
(From Tom Gladwin - Believed to be between 1947-1960) 

 

Contributions to Railway Ramblings 

If you would like to make contributions – photos and/or text – to this newsletter then please contact 

the editor:  John.Dossett@btinternet.com 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Railway Ramblings is published by the committee of the Hitchin Branch of The Railway Correspondence & 

Travel Society. Such committee does not endorse any personal opinions expressed in this publication. The 

committee comprises Steve Lacey (Chairman), David Elsdon (Secretary), Paul Holloway (Treasurer), John 

Dossett (Newsletter Editor), Martin Elms, Roger Moulden and Adrian Scrutton. The Railway Correspondence & 

Travel Society is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation Registered with the Charities Commission  
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