Railway Ramblings

Issue 168 July 2024

The monthly newsletter of the RCTS Hitchin & Welwyn Garden City Branch
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From the presentation on 9™ July 2024 at Hitchin
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Railway Ramblings is published by the committee of the Hitchin & Welwyn Garden City Branch of The
Railway Correspondence & Travel Society. Such committee does not endorse any personal opinions
expressed in this publication.




Branch Programme

Note: In the event of any late change to the programme, everyone on the distribution list for
this newsletter will receive an email advising the details of the change.

During July 2024

At Hitchin (19:30 — 22:00, doors open from 19:00)
ot July The Deltics — Worthy Successors to the A4s ?
Michael Smyth
At Digswell, Welwyn (14:00-16:30, doors open from 13:30)
30t July A Further Western European Miscellany

Rob Freeman

During August 2024

11th August Visit to the Chinnor & Princes Risborough Railway

There are no indoor branch meetings during August. Instead, there is the now customary
Branch Outing — this year to the Chinnor & Princes Risborough Railway.

Latest details are on page 3.

If you have not already done so, now is the time to confirm your booking. Contact the
Branch Secretary, Dave Elsdon on 01438 714277 or email hitchin@rcts.org.uk

Donations are requested for attendance at branch meetings — these, together with book sales,
go towards the costs of hiring the venues, speakers expenses/fees and the provision of
tea/coffee & biscuits during the meeting. These are £3 for members and £5 for non-members.

Hitchin meetings are held at Tilehouse Street Baptist Church Hall, Upper Tilehouse Street,
Hitchin SG5 2EE

Digswell, Welwyn meetings are held at Digswell Village Church Hall, Warren Way, Digswell,
Welwyn AL6 ODH

“Zoom” Virtual Presentations

Some RCTS branches offer Zoom virtual presentations. In addition, there are “national” Zoom
presentations each month. Details of these can be found on the RCTS website (and in the
Railway Observer). Members can register and then take part in any of these events.
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Branch Outing — 11" August 2024

This year’s August outing is to the Chinnor & Princes Risborough Railway. This year, the
C&PRR, also known as the “Icknield Line”, is celebrating 30 years in operation. The first
public service (since 1957) ran on 20 August 1994, (see article in April 2024 Railway
Ramblings).

Our outline plan for the day, includes “behind the scenes” (numbers for “the yard” and Princes
Risborough North Signal Box will be limited) as well as “riding the trains”. There is a mixed
steam and diesel timetable on that day and Rover tickets will be provided.

All members and readers of Railway Ramblings, including family and friends are invited to
take part. We have also specifically invited the Watford and Milton Keynes RCTS branches
to join us.

Now is the time to confirm your participation in this event. Those who made provisional
bookings will be given priority.

It is important to note that the Princes Risborough North Signal Box will be “operational” and
numbers will be limited. There is a rough footpath to the signal box from the station platform
and a steep outside staircase - so robust footwear is advised. High Visibility tops must be
worn (Our Chairman will be providing them for our use). When making your booking for this
event please indicate if you would like to include this signal box option — if over subscribed
we will allocate places on a “first come, first served” basis.

To make, or confirm, your booking please contact our Branch Secretary (Dave Elsdon):
hitchin@rcts.org.uk or call 01438 714277 by 30" July at the very latest.

The cost is £13 per adult participant. Payment can be made (via BACS) directly to our Branch
account: RCTS Hitchin Branch, Sort code 40-24-20, account no. 81518003 - or by cheque
payable to RCTS Hitchin Branch and sent to the Branch treasurer at 6 Langford Drive, Luton
LU2 9AJ to be received by 30th July.

Alternatively, the Treasurer (Paul Holloway) will accept cash, cheque or credit card at the
Hitchin meeting on July 9™ or at the Digswell meeting on July 30,

All bookings need to be made (and paid for) by 30 July 2024. There is no provision to
join “on the day”.

Participants should meet at Chinnor Station between 10:00 and 10:15, in time to join the
group for the 10:45 departure. (The C&PRR have a dedicated platform at Princes Risborough
Network Rail station and, if participants advise our Secretary when booking, suitable
arrangements can be made to join our party when it arrives at Princes Risborough).

C&PRR have a café at Chinnor serving a variety of snacks & drinks — all at very reasonable
prices. There are large open areas close to Chinnor station suitable for picnics, etc.

And finally, a reminder: Participants in our visit need to be mindful that the C&PRR is a small
heritage line, run by volunteers, and the amount of “behind the scenes” access is dependent
on the availability of staff on the day of our visit.
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Chairman’s Platform

| was disappointed that during June we received advice that the hall
rental for our existing Hitchin venue is increasing yet again. Readers,
and especially those of you who do meet there, are aware of the various
shortcomings at Tilehouse Church Hall and this rent increase does
nothing to help matters. The new rate is applicable from the start of
September and, with fairly small numbers currently meeting there, we make a loss every time
we meet. So, we need to renew our efforts to find a new venue. (Because our financial
situation has much improved over the last year we will be able to meet the increased cost in
the meantime).

We really need a smaller premises with easier parking, catering facilities more conducive to
having a chat at the interval, preferably easier to get to by public transport and at a lower rent
than we currently pay — in or around Hitchin/Letchworth. Any helpful suggestions would be
very welcome, please speak with me or Dave Elsdon, either at a meeting or give us a call.

Since last month our plans for the August branch outing have been developed, there has
been sufficient interest to make the visit viable and all we are now hoping for is good weather
on the day! Details about the visit are on the previous page of this issue of Railway Ramblings)
and now is the time to make firm bookings. Please contact our Branch Secretary, Dave
Elsdon, on 01438 714277 or email at hitchin@rcts.org.uk

This month we publish the second part of a series “Stratford Reminiscences 1988” by Hugh
Driscoll. I trust you find his reminiscences interesting and | hope that this will encourage more
of you to step forward and be contributors! Don’t be shy — our Editor needs to hear from you.

| finish with my now standard reminder about badges at our meetings - If you don’t yet have
a lanyard badge (and feel you have been overlooked) then let me (or Dave Elsdon, Paul
Holloway or John Dossett) know and we will get one ready for your next visit. It could be that
there is already one waiting for you — there should be a list at the registration desk so that
you can check.

If you already have a lanyard-type badge we would now prefer you to retain it — AND try to
remember to wear it when attending meetings!

Steve Lacey

Short Stories by Martin EIms

We know that many of you have enjoyed the Short Stories that Martin
has been writing for Railway Ramblings. There are a couple of stories
5 still in reserve. The next, orignally planned to appear in this issue, has
been held over for the August issue.

Meanwhile, Martin’s regular Monthly Puzzle continues and you will find
that on page 9.
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Letchworth Model Railway Society

Model Railway Exhibition

SATURDAY 27th July 2024

10.00am - 4.30pm
Admission £5 Accompanied Children under 16 free

Over 18 Layouts plus trade support
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There will be a RCTS stand provided by the Hitchin & Welwyn Garden City branch.



Mid Suffolk Light Railway

Four Events in July

A different Land Rover Day this year - a combination of both military and civilian models into
one show. This should give visitors a better impression of the number of variations which
have been made to this iconic British design over the years. The Land Rover Series 1 entered
production in 1948 and, although the inspiration was from WWII jeeps, it was the first ever 4-
wheel drive civilian vehicle. The Middy was still in operation for another four years when the
first Land Rovers were making their presence felt in agricultural and light industrial use.

Of course, the Middy will be running steam trains today with all the Museum attractions open
as usual — tea room, Restoration Shed visits, and real ale bar, plus the picnic area at
Dovebrook where a special Land Rover display will be taking place.

14th July — Steam Railway & Museum History & Research Day Plus
Harley Owners Group Iceni Chapter visit

A steam railway day with a difference in that the Museum takes centre stage with a (their first)
History and Research Day. Members of the Archive team will be on hand to answer questions
or to help find answers to any visitor queries about the MSLR and how it served the
community - why it was built and how it survived so long against the odds.

Also today there will be a visit by the Iceni Chapter of the Harley Davidson
Owners Group from Norfolk. A chance to see these wonderful machines
up close and to talk to their owners and riders.

Even with all this additional activity, visitors can still enjoy the Middy and
all its facilities with as many steam-hauled rides in the genuine Victorian
Great Eastern Railway coaches as they like.
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Also on the Middy in July:

21st July — Steam Railway & Suffolk Craft Fair

and

28th July — Steam Railway & Norfolk & Suffolk Narrow Gauge
Modellers Day

Details of these (and all other events) will appear in due course on the Middy website:

Visit Us & What's on - Mid-Suffolk Light Railway Museum (mslr.org.uk)

(Material courtesy of the MSLR)

. Watlington Branch History & Revival

Background Information

[ &
TRAILWAY )

The Princes Risborough to Watlington line opened in 1872 costing The Watlington and
Princes Risborough Railway Company £46,000 to construct. In July 1883, The Great Western
Railway purchased it for £23,000 indicating a lack of an initial financial success.

The GWR re-laid the track and added three wayside halts in an attempt to generate income.
It is understood that between 1920 and 1940 the line at best broke even - then losses led to
passenger services being withdrawn in 1957.


https://www.mslr.org.uk/visit-us/

The Watlington station 'cash book' has been donated to the C&PRR by Winchester
Antiquarian Books and it shows that in March 1952 the station at the end of the line was
taking just two or three pounds a day. The rise of the motor car had defeated the line and the
last scheduled passenger train ran on 29 June 1957.

The line remained in use for goods trains until January 1961 but was then cut back from
Watlington to serve the Chinnor Cement Works. From March 1963 the line from there to
Watlington was lifted and buildings demolished. This activity was based at Aston Rowant, the
track was cut into 20-foot lengths by contractors and taken away by lorries.

Chinnor station was demolished a decade after Aston Rowant but some of Watlington station
and its associated buildings still exist as part of a private residence.

The C&PRR’s Volunteers built a replica award-winning station at Chinnor and tens of
thousands of passengers a year now use the line - far more than the line ever did in its history!

And the volunteers are now planning to undo more history by extending the Railway from
Chinnor to Aston Rowant, probably in two stages. Part of the line already exists and is used
for non-passenger trains for half a mile towards Aston Rowant. Beyond that lies Kingston
Crossing and the track bed to there is being assessed for an initial cost estimate.

This planning is being carried out by volunteers, so costs the Railway nothing. But before any
thought can be had about relaying the track towards Aston Rowant, the C&PRR has to ensure
its survival and generate income by running passenger trains - before any of this can happen.

(Reproduced courtesy of the C&PRR)



The July Puzzle — martin Elms

This month, the first letter of the answer to the following questions will spell out the name of
a West Scottish harbour and ferry port:

[EE

. Bridge near Sittingbourne

2. Station between Mellis and Eye

3. Name of locomotive 34029

4. Station south of Weymouth

5. Name of locomotive 70010 - ? Glendower

6. Station at end of branch from Uffington

7. Depot with code 9A

8. Junction for branch to Newent

9. Name of loco D1660

10. ? and Quenden Joint (GN & LY)

11. Station between Wymondham and Forncett

12. Sir Ernest ? LMS Locomotive Superintendent from
1931 to 1932

13. North Easter Railway electric depot with code 52J

14. Tunnel neat Cheltenham Racecourse

As usual, best of luck — my solutions are on page 21.

Martin Elms

Presentations Offered by Neighbouring Branches

Make the most of your RCTS membership. Why not attend a presentation offered by a
neighbouring RCTS branch (Cambridge, Milton Keynes, South Essex, and Watford) The
details are available in the Railway Observer and on the RCTS website.
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R Thomas Branch Line Weekends

2 Travel behind Thomas on his Branch Line to
"~ Yarwell and back

27th and 28th July 2024

Travel behind Thomas on his Branch Line from Wansford station to his countryside station at
Yarwell, passing through the Wansford Tunnel.

Tickets are just £5 each. If you want to travel to Peterborough and enjoy a longer ride, an
NVR Rover ticket will be required, which for ages 3+ will include your Thomas trip (ages 1-2
years will require a £5 Thomas ticket). Your Rover Ticket will cover you for the full line and
all Thomas shuttles.

An all-day ticket on Thomas's branch lines allows you to travel on your selected or ALL of the
Thomas shuttles that run from Wansford to Yarwell return.

Shuttle departure times are 10:00; 11:00; 12:00; 13:00; 14:00; 15:00

There is another “Thomas Branch Line Weekends” on 28th and 29th September

For further details and bookings visit:
Thomas Branch Line Weekends 2024 | Nene Valley Railway Ltd (nvr.org.uk)

(Reproduced courtesy NVR)

Note:

60163 TORNADO returns to the NVR on 24th, 25th & 26th August 2024.

Ride behind Tornado as the locomotive returns to the NVR between Main Line duties

Visit the NVR website to make bookings. 60163 TORNADO | Nene Valley Railway Ltd (nvr.org.uk)
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Stratford Reminiscences 1988 — Part 2
Hugh Driscoll

Ripple Lane shed in Barking was a satellite depot of Stratford, which serviced locos on
Thames side freight turns, mostly Fords Dagenham and oil and petroleum traffic from
Thameshaven and the Purfleet and Tilbury Docks areas. The shed had four roads with centre
pits, and was the length of a loco. It had been built near the hump end of the erstwhile Ripple
Lane marshalling yard. At the time, refurbished class 37s had just been allocated here and
they had a design fault in their starter motor circuit, resulting in flat batteries. Unwisely, a
refurbished 37 had been fly shunted from the hump end into the shed for battery charging,
whereupon it took off down the slight gradient and collided with a 47. The 37 won!
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Ripple Lane shed in 1983, from the London end, from the site of the former yard hump. The down
grade towards the shed is obvious.

Photo from Stratfordman72 Flickr page with permission.

One night we were called out to a derailment just north of Whittlesford. A class 37 hauling
an unfitted train of Salmon wagons had come to grief, sliding through the trap points at the
north end of the down goods loop. It had dug itself into soft ground next to the River Cam,
stopping short of a sturdy wooden P Way hut by about a foot. The incident had occurred the
night before but did not affect the running lines, so the wagons had been recovered and the
Breakdown Supervisor had assessed the job during daylight hours. It had been decided that
the job required two cranes, so just after midnight we were joined by the gang from Tinsley.
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After much digging out of the jacking points on the loco and fitting the lifting brackets, craning
runner wagons out of the way, packing, slinging, repacking and packing again, the lift was
carried out, by a crane at each end of the loco. As it became airborne, the loco slowly and
gently swung forward. One buffer came into contact with the P Way hut. In a practical
demonstration of Newton’s Laws, the P Way hut collapsed like something out of a Buster
Keaton movie.

The next four weeks were spent in Stratford Major Depot, a.k.a. the Diesel Repair Shop or
Traction Repair Shop (TRS) when electric locomotives arrived for regular work. This had
been built at around the time of the First World War. It was about 150 yards long and had
three bays, the outer bays containing three roads each. As it was originally a steam loco
repair shed, the roads were quite close together and had no side pits. Great if you are
removing side rods! Each outer bay was equipped with a pair of 40 ton overhead cranes.

The centre bay held the stores at the east end, the Supervisory and Management offices in
the middle, and the machine shop and bogie and traction motor overhaul and repair areas at
the west. There was a vehicle builders’ (carpenters) shop out the back of the west end.

At the west end of the south bay, there was an Atlas ground wheel lathe which was always
busy and noisy. The rest of the south bay was occupied with locos and rolling stock
undergoing unclassified repair following collision, derailment or fire damage. There was a
newly built mess block outside the west end of the south bay, where | first experienced Earl
Grey tea and the Times crossword.

Class 47 602 at west end of TRS.
Vehicle builders’ shop to the left, covered passage to the new mess facilities on the right.

Photo from Stratfordman72 Flickr page with permission.
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The west end of the north bay was used for painting and underframe washing. CEM
(Component Exchange Maintenance) work on class 47 and class 86 locos had commenced
in the previous year, and this work took up the remainder of the north bay. CEM was
controversial at the time, and had resulted in the cessation of class 47 overhauls at Crewe
works, although many of the components exchanged at Stratford had been overhauled there.
The scope of work on the CEM was much less than the overhauls carried out at Crewe, but
by 1988 the class 47s were all over 20 years old and withdrawals had begun.

Driving Van Trailer conversions had commenced on a few HST power cars, involving the
fitting of driving end buffer beams and Time Division Multiplex (TDM) control equipment and
associated wiring modifications. These were destined to run with Mk3 sets and class 91 locos,
until Mk4 stock was introduced. The chap who ordered the steel channel for the buffer beam
modifications unfortunately got his sums wrong, and the TRS Manager went bananas when
he saw the amount of steel being delivered!

Left: HST power car modified for DVT work, pictured inside TRS/Major Depot.

Right: A busy scene in the south bay of the TRS/Major depot, viewed from one of the 40 ton
cranes, looking west, towards London. Class 37 and 47 locomotives undergoing repairs.

Both photos from Stratfordman72 Flickr page with permission.

Class 47 bogie brake rigging is notoriously difficult to set up. There was a rumour that the
number of brake cylinders was reduced from the original design to save on bogie weight and
construction costs, the side effect being the complicated rigging design. To confuse matters
further, numerous overhauled brake valves, refurbished distributors etc were fitted on CEM.
I was in the leading cab of a GWR green 47 on its post-CEM test run to Broxbourne and back.
We had been stopped at a signal shortly after a crossing box, possibly Enfield Lock. The
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driver remarked that this was odd, as we hadn’t been catching anything up. After he had
shared a few clues from the Sun crossword, the driver decided to phone the signalman from
the signal post telephone (no NRN, CSR or GSM-R radio in those days!).

The look on his face was unforgettable as he shouted “WE’RE ON FIRE!” at us. The gang
of four apprentices in the rear cab were too “busy” to notice the smoke billowing past from
the fresh paint and grease burning on the bogie underneath them, the overheating caused
by a dragging brake. Fortunately, the bogie fire had burnt itself out. | thought people were
looking at us because of the unusual colour of the loco. It must have looked like the Red
Arrows had flown through Enfield Lock.

Detail of Atlas wheel lathe at the west end of the TRS/Major Depot south bay. Reddish
depot on the Manchester, Sheffield and Wath line had the same model of lathe. When
Reddish depot closed, many parts were moved to Stratford to assure its lathe’s future use.

Photo from Stratfordman72 Flickr page with permission

Hugh Driscoll

Part 1 appeared in the June 2024 issue of Railway Ramblings

Next month — “Stratford Reminiscences 1988”- Part 3
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The July Presentations (1)

The Deltics — Worthy Successors to the A4s?
- Michael Smyth
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Deltic entering Peterborough — 1968

9t July, at Hitchin

The Deltics and the A4s have a common background in that both were the result of
developments of Germany diesel engine technology in the 1930s. This talk explains how this
came about and then continues with the story of Deltics in mainline service to their withdrawal
at the end of 1981. It concludes with a summary of their subsequent use in preservation up
to the present day. It is illustrated with photographs from the 1960s onwards, all taken by
the speaker and unpublished. Ideally it will stir memories of these exceptional machines and

provoke comment and discussion.
Michael Smyth
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The July Presentations (2)

A Further Western European Miscellany
- Rob Freeman

CC1451 at Richemont, in 1990, doing the sort of job it was dsgned for - hauling a heav train of
iron ore. The 102 locos of this class were very powerful, but had a maximum speed of only 60 kph,
which was their downfall in later years.

30" July, at Digswell, Welwyn

I will be showing a variety of themes from various countries from my collection of modern
traction photos that | have been taking for the last 40 years or so. There will be scenes from
France, Germany, Belgium, The Netherlands, Luxembourg, Austria and Switzerland. There
are also sections on liveries, Eurosheds, unusual workings and number curiosities. Exact
topics shown will depend on the time and the wishes of the audience!

Rob Freeman
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Workshop Wanderings — Steve Lacey

Once again | have been wandering far from the workshop!

As many of you will know, 34081 92 Squadron went to Swanage over a long weekend 6th-
9th June to join seven other Bulleid's for “Strictly Bulleid 2”.

INFORMATION

information

g Live train running information is avai

LOCOMOTIVE DEPARTURES

10:00, 13:45, 18:15

g 13:45, 18:15
34053

m 16:45, 19:30, 20:50, 22:00
EEWEER o0

34072

13:00, 17:30
11:30, 16:00

1045, 15:15

Loco roster at the start and 92 Squadron stand, at the end of the weekend, almost sold out!

Naturally, we (I!), took a fundraising stand. Just as well for despite having worked faultlessly
at the Nene Valley Railway (NVR) over the preceding two weekends, on firing up at Swanage,
the main crossmember supporting the grate was found to have failed landing the firebars in
the ash pan!

Neither Swanage or ourselves had a spare part so the workshop at Swanage set to and made
a temporary repair, using steel plate and nuts and bolts! Sorry no picture of this as nobody
was in the mood to take pictures! We went back into service, only to have a superheater tube
burst! Naturally it was in the rear row and again, no spare available. Our seaside holiday was
therefore terminated!
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Machined blanks for superheater. Blank held in place by "T" bolts: Just the other
three tubes to refit!




Since then, we have been in contact with the Bulleid Society Owners Group to arrange loan
of the grate part from another Battle of Britain Class loco (I believe Wadebridge) that is
currently under overhaul, so not in need of a working grate! There are no spare superheater
tubes of the correct design available either, so we will also have to have one of these
manufactured as well. In the meantime, we have permission to blank off the tube, which we
have done with a special part turned up by Tony Edwards, one of our engineers.

If that was not enough, last weekend |, together with the RCTS Hitchin & Welwyn Garden
City branch treasurer, Paul Holloway, manned a recruitment stand for the RCTS at the “Diesel
and Electric Modellers United” (DEMU) showcase weekend at Royal Sutton Coldfield. Having
got there at 8:00 to set up for a 10:00 start, at 11.15 the heavens opened. Despite being
inside a hall, we suddenly found ourselves being rained on! Rapid action saved the books
and our computer from getting damaged and, with help from the stewards, we moved the
whole stand to a space in another hall (luckily the “Class 60 Society” had not turned up!).
Despite our efforts we only managed to sign up four new members and sell seven new RCTS
books! I think we will give that one a miss next year.

At the NVR, | have school tours every Wednesday, until the end of term (I tell them about
staying safe on the railway and about the NVR workshop).

On Monday | picked up a new collection of books from an address in Watton at Stone. The
family had already donated the German railway books to the German Railway Society and
the bus books to another society, but the remainder still filled the back of my car completely!
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. Please come along and purchase some at the next few

. branch meetings, before they go on our stand at
Letchworth Model Railway Exhibition. My wife is not best
pleased!

Steve Lacey

Classic Car Show (+ the Trains)

=220\ [ele] \[e): ;] 7 July 2024
— RAILWAY —

Soak up the nostalgia of yesteryear with a wide selection of classic cars on display at North
Weald. Not just for the car enthusiast - anyone who loves steam and diesel locomotives and
buses will have a great day too.

EOR are expecting an eclectic mix
classic, sports cars and other
vehicles on their field at North Weald
Station.

The steam and diesel trains and
vintage London bus services will
also be operating.

Standard fares apply for this event
offering unlimited travel on EOR
train and heritage bus services, as
well as access to the classic car
show.

For more details visit the EOR website: Upcoming Events (eorailway.co.uk)

(Reproduced courtesy of the EOR)
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Puzzle Solution

Solution to the puzzle in this issue (page 9):

1. Kings Ferry Bridge. 2. Yaxley. 3. Lundy. 4. Easton. 5. Owen. 6. Farringdon. 7. Longsight.
8. Over. 9. City of Truro. 10. Halifax. 11. Ashwellthorpe. 12. Lemon. 13. South Gosforth.

14. Hunting Butts.

Solution: KYLE OF LOCHALSH
Martin EIms

Become A Presenter

Your Branch Secretary, Dave Elsdon, is compiling the 2025 programme of Branch
Presentations. This will no doubt feature some familiar faces but it is also an opportunity for
new faces and new subjects. If you, or someone you know, would like to make a presentation
in 2025 please get in touch with Dave — either at Branch Meetings, by email to
Hitchin@rcts.org.uk , or by phone 01438 714277.

Newsletter Distribution

This e-newsletter, Railway Ramblings, is distributed by the Branch Chairman (Steve Lacey).
If you do not currently receive a copy directly but would like to do so, provide him with your
email address and you will be added to the list. Conversely, if you currently receive a copy
but wish to be taken off the distribution list then please advise him accordingly. Steve’s email
address is gricersteve@hotmail.com

Railway Ramblings is published by the committee of the Hitchin & Welwyn Garden City Branch of The
Railway Correspondence & Travel Society. Such committee does not endorse any personal opinions
expressed in this publication. The committee comprises Steve Lacey (Chairman), David Elsdon
(Secretary), Paul Holloway (Treasurer) and John Dossett (Newsletter Editor). The Railway
Correspondence & Travel Society is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation Registered with the
Charities Commission.
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